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Preface. 

TO THE FIRST EDITION 


Thp: Rajah RammohuM Roy was, in the land of 
his birth a man greatly before his age. He was a 
light shining in thick darkness, — palpable, — im- 
penetrable by its rays ; — its lustre served only to 
make the surrounding gloom more visible. Ilcnce 
he was appreciated during his life by very few of 
his countrymen, and his death appeared at the 
time to excite but little regret in India. It was to 
England that he turned for encouragement, sym- 
pathy and help, for Englishmen had shown that 
they comprehended in some degree the greatness 
of his spirit, and admired the purity and devoted- 
ness of his life. From England, therefore, he 
sought for aid in his efforts to regenerate his coun- 
try \ — he hoped after visiting her shores, ^nd 
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gathering strength from communion with the wise 
and good among her citizens^ to return to India^ 
armed with fresh power^ guided by new light to 
accomplish the great purpose of his life. 

It was otherwise ordered, for the fit time was 
not come. His earthly warfare was accomplished ; 
•—he was permitted to retire from the battle of 
life, and to lie down to rest where all that was 
mortal of him would be regarded as a sacred de- 
posit, and where the memorials of his spirit would 
be honoured and cherished. Long years required 
to roll by, and many changes to take place in 
India, before his country should be prepared truly 
to appreciate the great Reformer. 

More than a quarter of a century has now 
passed and the name of Rammoiiun Roy begins 
to be reverenced as it ought to be in his native 
country. The seed which he sowed was long in 
germinating, but it never lost its Vitality. He who 
had scattered it with no sparing hand, whether in 
the highways, in stray places, among thorns and 
brambles, or in good ground, was not permitted 
even to see it spring up, but having faithfully done 
his work, left it in charge of the Great Husband- 
man. The seed has sprung up and grown, man 
knoweth not how, 'for the earth.^,bringeth forth 
fruit of herself, first the blade^ then the ear, after 
that the full corn in the ear,** While but a very 
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few rallied around their great Reformer in his 
unwearied efforts to draw away his countrymen 
from idolatry and superstition, and but one temple 
then rose among the Hindoos dedicated to the 
pure worship of one only God, — now there are 
thousands, and perhaps even tens of thousands 
who have emancipated themselves from the thral- 
dom of idolatry and superstition, and in many 
houses of worship is proclaimed “the Fatherhood 
of God and the Brotherhood of Man.” 

The progress of improvement and the chain of 
events, linked together by the unerring hand of 
the Supreme Ruler, has led several of RammohuN 
Roy’s countrymen to follow his example and to 
visit our shores. Many young Hindoos have come 
to England to become acquainted with English 
men and women in their private and public work, 
and in their homes,— to study our laws and our 
institutions, — and thus to qualify themselves on 
their return to India to transplant there what they 
have found most deserving of imitation among us. 
It is at the request of some of them that this vol- 
ume has been prepared. The privilege of paying 
such a tribute to the memory of so noble and 
excellent a man, is highly valued by one who 
*^new him personally, and who has always treasur- 
ed with reverence the recollection not onl;^ of 
h& devoted efforts in the cause of religion and 
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virtue, but of his estimable qualities and 
parity of life. She regrets that she cannot make 
this work more worthy of him, from causes which 
will appear in the course of the narrative ; she 
hopes, however, that this volume will be kindly 
received both by his countrymen, and by those 
who respect his name in England, and that its 
very deficiencies may give rise to a more complete 
memoir of him, and lead to a greater knowledge 
of his works. Por this his countrymen are now 
prepared. The following words of one of them 
express the sentiments of all who know and 
respect their greatest man, the Rajah Rammohu N 
Roy . 

"It is now more than fifty years, that, in Bengal, 
there arose a genius, like a solitary star in a night 
of darkness, who, in spite of great opposition and 
persecution, gave the death blow to gross idolatry 
and superstition, which had degenerated the great 
Hindoo nation. When we consider the debased state 
of religion and society in those days, we find that 
Rammohu N Roy was one of those men who have 
made their appearance from time to time in this 
world to be the enlighteners of nations, and to 
protect men from forsaking truth. We can tra<^ 
the infinite wisdom apd mercy*^ of Providence in 
tiiq.fact, that at times, when nations sink in vice 
and error, individual men are sent, who, by the 





(foi^'bf iiKefr fntelJbct, tfid purity of their charab '^ 
ittid the earnestness of their motives, succeed 
fp fa^iigihg men to the paths of virtue and right-" ' 
eoushess* In order to judge rightly of such man, 
ive should carefully consider the times in which 
they lived, the state of society in which they were ' 
brought up, and the obstacles and difflculties ' 
which surrounded them j — thus we find RAM* 
moHUN Roy to have been, not only a great and 
good man, but one whom future generations of 
his countrymen must regard as the FIRST HINDOO 
Reformer.” 
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TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


Tut: first edition of this work was prepared c^, 
the eve of the Author’s first visit to India, in 1866. 
It was hoped that its appearance would stitnulate 
to efforts among the countrymen of the Rajah 
Rammohun Roy to collect such material as mig t 
lead to the preparation of a complete Memoir of 
one of the most remarkable men and distinguished 
Reformers whom India and the world has ever 
produced. These hopes have been disappointed. 
The time does not appear to have yet arrived 
when his life and work are fully appreciated in his 
own country. His works have not been collected 
and published, and the important evidence which 
he gave before Parliament still li&s entombeq m 
the blue folios. Yet the seed he sowed on an ap^a- 
tenUy uncongenial soil is now springing up it 
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every part of the country. The results he anti- 
cipated from English education have been verified. 
The claims of the female sex^ which he so nobly 
supported, are being extensively acknowledged, 
and the general progress which has been made in 
his country during the forty years which have 
elapsed since his departure, has been far greater 
than he would have dared to predict. Mis name 
should not be forgotten, and imperfect as this 
small volume is, the present edition of it is respect- 
fully offered to his countrymen, in the hope that 
it may help to keep alive the memory of the great 
Reformer, and lead to the publication of his works 
with a complete memoir. 
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TO THE THIRD EDITION. 


The Second Edition of this book was published 
in London as long ago as 1875 since the death 
of Miss Mary Carpenter, no attempts have been 
made either in England or in India to bring out a 
new edition. The author of the book has 
certainly done a great public service bv publishing 
this book and we think she has left a legacy which 
our countrymen ought to cherish with sincere 
love and admiration. It has been very properly re- 
marked that the Rajah RaMMOHUN Roy was born 
very much before his time. The interest which is 
now manifested by our countrymen in the study of 
the Rajah's life and teachings justifies our under- 
taking the reprint of this most interesting book 
^ and presenting it before the public after such a 
loag periqd. U contains not only a faithful 
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account but many remarkable annecdotes of the 
last days in the life of this epoch-making man. 
India is now passing through a period of transition 
and it is our firm conviction that a careful study 
of the life and teachings of the “Maker of Modern 
India” will help, in a large measure, the solution of 
many difficult problems, — social, political, religious, 
and educational. The authorities of the Rammohun 
Library and Free Reading-Room, Calcutta, who 
aim at perpetuating the memory of the great 
man, feel proud to be associated with the publica- 
tion of this Third Edition. When the second 
edition was published, the author expressed 
h&r disappointment! that the time had not come 
for a true appreciation of the life and work of the 
Rajah by his countrymen. Since then, over 40 
years have passed and many great changes have 
taken place in the political, social and religious 
thoughts of India. It is a matter of great satis- 
faction for us to be able to say that the Rajah's 
countrymen have now begun to slowly appreciate 
his worth. His works have been collected and 
published and the people have been showing a 
keen desire to understand his true character and 
the significance of his many-sided views. 

In the present edition, we have given a tri-colour 
portrait of (i) the Rajah which is a copy taken from 
the .original painting in the Bristol Philosophical 
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Institution by Briggs R. A, and half-tone pictures 
of (2) The Rammohun Metnortal Hall and Library 
in Upper-Circular Road, Calcutta; (3) B.aja 
Rammohun Roy's Calcutta residence in Upper 
CifCular Road ; (4) Miss Mary Carpenter j (5) 
an Autograph letter of the Raja while in England 
to his eldest son Radhaprosad Roy ; (6) Death- 
Mask of the Raja (kindly presented to us by 
the late Mr. A. M. Bose’s sons. ) ; (7) Fac simile 
of Funeral Document ; (8) Tomb of the Raja in 
Arno’s Vale Cemetry and (9) Prince Dwarka Nath 
' Tagore. We trust these illustrations will prove 
interesting to the readers. 

In this Edition, we have also added a short 
‘Biographical sketch of the author of the Book and 
an extract from the "Visitors' Book" of the Raja's 
Tomb at Bristol, in Appendices G & H. We regret 
we cannot give an up-to-date list of the names of 
Indian visitors who paid their respects to the last 
remains of the great man. We have asked 
our friend Mr. P. Banerjea, M. A., who is now 
studying in England, to supply this gap and 
it is hoped that in the next edition we shall be 
able to include this. In addition to these, we have 
included in Appendix I, a criticism on this book from 
: the pen of the Late Babu Kissory Chand Mittra— 
; ^the renowned Bengalle- journalist and writer— 
^ ^ appeared in the "Calcutta Revieu^ in i8dd. 
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from which our readers will see how Rajah 
Rammohun Roy’s religious views have been 
vindicated. We venture * to commend to the 
special attention of the readers that part of the 
criticism which refers to the religious convictions 
of the great Hindu Reformer. We are indebted 
to our friend Mr. Manmatha Nath Ghosh^ M. A. 
F. S. S., F. R. E. S-, for this material- In conclu- 
sion, we may take the opportunity of expressing 
our deep sense of obligation to Messrs. U. Roy & 
Sons, the celebrated Artists of Calcutta, for the 
assistance rendered to us in the preparation of the 
various blocks included in this book. We are 
also indebted to Mr. Sasipada Banerjee of the 
‘'Devalaya*’ and Mr. Hemachandra Ghosha of the 
Department of Land Records, Bengal for their 
many valuable suggestions. 

The entire sale-proceeds of the present edition 
of this book will go towards the Building Fund 
of the Rammohun Library and Free Reading- 
Room, Calcutta. 

RAMMOHUN LIBRARY. *1 D. N. PAL, 

367, Upper Circular Road, !■ 

Calcutta* January, i, 1915. I * Honorary Secretary. 
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Biographical Sketch. 


This volume has been prepared solely to emtibdy 
what is known of the closing period of Rajah 
Rammoiiun Roy's life, which was spent in Eng- 
land. To do more would have been out of the 
Author's power. It will however be interesting to 
the readers to peruse the following brief Memoir,! 
which was prepared by Rev. Dr. CARPENTER 
shortly after the Rajah’s death, from authentic 
sources of information [ chiefly found in the 
“Monthly Repository of Theology and General 
Literature,” Vols. xm. to xx. ] ; from the Memoir 
prefixed to the “Precepts of Jesus," by Rev. Dr. 
T. Rees ; from communications received from the 
family with whom the Rajah resided in Lppdbo> 
and from the Rajah personally. 

Rammohun Roy was the son of Ram Khi^Nt 
R ov. '^|lis grartdfather raided At Moorshetiiabad, 
some importabt oiBcAs. hnder toe 
hiit MhR Ul*tteate4; tN® towards 
the the spn took up his abode.in 
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the district of Burdwan, where he had landed 
property. There Rammohun Roy was born, most 
probably about 1774* Under his father^s roof he 
received the elements of native education, and $\so 
acquired the Persian language. He was afterwards 
sent to Patna to learn Arabic ; and lastly to 
Benares to obtain a knowledge of Sanscrit, the 
sacred language of the Hindoos, His masters at 
Patna .set him to study Arabic translations of 
some of the writings of Aristotle and Euclid j it is 
probable that the' training thus given strengthened 
his mind in acuteness and close reasoning, while 
the knowledge which he acquired of the Mahom- 
medan religion from Mussulmen whom he esteem- 
ed, contributed to cause that searching examina- 
tion of the faith in which he was educated, which 
led him eventually to the important efforts he 
made to restore it to its early simplicity. 

His family was Brahminical, of high respecta- 
bility • and, of course, he was a Brahmin by birth. 
After his death the thread of his caste was seen 
round him, passing over his left shoulder and 
under his right. His father trained him in the 
cftctrines of his sect ; but he very early observed 
the diversities of opinion existing even among 
the idolators ; and that while some e^calted Brahma^ 
the Creator, others gave the ascendancy to Vishnu, 
the Preserver; and others again tm Siva^ the 
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Destroyer, It is scarcely possible, too, but that his 
mind must have been struck by the simplicity of the 
Mahommedan faith and worship ; and at any rate 
it early revolted from the frivolous or disgusting 
rites and ceremonies of Hindoo idolatry. Without 
disputing the authority of his father, he often 
sought from him information as to the reasons of 
his faith. He obtained no satisfaction j and he at 
last determined, at the early age of fifteen, to 
leave the paternal home, and to sojourn for a 
time in Thibet, that he might see another form of 
religious faith. He spent two or three years in 
that country, and often excited the anger of the 
worshippers of the Lama by his rejection of their 
doctrine that this pretended deity — a living man— 
was the creator and preserver of the world. In 
these circumstances he experienced the soothing 
kindness of the female part of the family ; and his 
gentle, feeling heart dwelt, with deep interest, at 
the distance of more than forty years, on the 
recollection of that period j these, he said, had 
made him always feel respect and gratitude to- 
wards the female sex, and they doubtless contri- 
buted to that unvarying and refined courtesy 
which marked his intercourse with them in this 
country. 

When he returned to Hindostan, he was met 
by a deputation from his father, and received 4)y 
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him with great consideration. He appears^ from 
that time, to have devoted himself to the study of 
Sanscrit and other languages, and of the ancient 
books of the Hindoos. He had frequent discussions 
with his father: through awe of him, however, he 
never avowed the scepticism which he entertained 
as to the present forms of their religion 5 but from 
some indirect reproaches he received, he imagined 
that he had fallen under his father^s suspicions. 
His father had given him, for that country, a very 
superior education ; but having been brought up 
himself in the midst of the Mussulman Court, he 
appears to have thought principally of those quali-' 
fications which would recommend his son to the 
ancient conquerors of India. Till manhood. Ram- 
MOHUN ROV knew very little of the English lang- 
uage, and that little he taught himself. 

“At the age of twenty-two,” says the Editor of 
the English Edition of the Abridgment of the 
Vedant and the Cena Upanished, “he commenced 
the study of the English language, which not pur- 
suing with application, he five years afterwards, 
when I became acquainted with him, could merely 
speak it well enough to be understood upon the 
most common topics of discourse ; but could not 
write it with any degree of corn^ctness. He was 
afterwards employed as Dewan, or principal native 
ofiScer, in the collection of the revenues, in the 
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district of which I was for five years Collector in 
the East India Company's Civil Service. By perus- 
ing all my public correspondence with diligence 
and attention, as well as by corresponding and 
conversing with European gentlemen, he acquired 
so correct a knowledge of the English language as 
to be enabled to write and speak in with consider- 
able accuracy” 

The father. Ram KHANT RoY, died about 1804 
or 1805, having two years previously divided his 
property among his three sons. It was not long 
before Rammohun Roy became the only survivor ; 
and he thereby possessed considerable property. 
From this period he appears to have commenced 
his plans of reforming the religion of his country- 
men 5 and in the progress of his efforts to enlighten 
them he must have expended large sums of money, 
for he gratuitously distributed most of the works 
which he published for the purpose, lie now quitt- 
ed Burdwan and removed to Moorshedabad, where 
he published in Persian, with an Arabic preface, 
a work entitled ^Against the Idolatry of all Religi- 
ons PlAo one undertook to refute this book, but 
it raised up against him a host of enemies, and 
in 1814 he retired to Calcutta, where he applied 
himself to the study of the English language both 
by reading and by conversation ; he also acquired 
some knowledge of Latin, and paid much aUen- 



/' tiari-^ : At thU time piii‘chascid 

a with a house constructed in the European 

|v^jtyte| in the Circular Road, at the eastern ext^e- 
ofthe city ; and he gradually gathered round 
inquiring intelligent Hindoos, of rank and 
|;;; opulence, some of whom united as early as 1818 
a species of monotheistic worship, 

. The body of Hindoo theology is comprised in 
(fSthe Veds, which are writings of very high antiquity, 
5^,:.; very copious, but obscure in style ; and about two 
thousand years ago, VYzVS drew up a compendious 
tract of the whole, accompanied with explana- 
of the more difficult passages. This digest 
^ ^ V called the Vedant, or the Resolution of all 
|!v V the Veds. One portion of this respects the ritual, 
&>aftd another, the principles of religion. It is written 
the Sanscrit language. RAAiMOllUN ROY tran- 
it into the Bengalee and ilindoostanee 
r:?f JangUages, for the benefit of his countrymen ; 
>;i j'and afterwards published an abridgment of it, for 
• >,gratuitous and extensive distribution. Of this 
y he published an English translation 

in 1816, the title of which represents the Vedant 
■: las “the most celebrated and revered work of 
lipahraintcal theology,' establishing the unity of the ' 
f .^- Supreme Being, and that he alone is the object of 
, propitiation and worship,* Towards the’ elaie Of 
ij;| jhis ftreface he, tlia? «rfU03~*My constant re 

... ■; -r 
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ttdns OR the teiorivmiiettt, or, ratlier, injurtous ;; 
introduced by the peculiar practice of HindciO'j 
idolatry, which fittdre than any other Pagan worshTjp 
destroys the texture of society— ■together with 
compassion for my countrymen — have compeUed : 
me to use every possible effort to awaken them - 
from their dream of error ; and by making thetd 
acquainted with the [their] scriptures, enable theit!^ 
to contemplate, with true, devotion, the unity ahdV ' 
omnipresence of nature's God. By taking the ' 
path which conscience and sincerity direct, I, born' 
a Brahmin, have exposed myself to the complai- 
nings and reproaches even of some of my retei ' 
tions, whose prejudices are strong, and whose 
temporal advantage depends on the present system/: 
But these, however accumulated, 1 can tranquilly - 
bear j trusting that a day will arrive when my 
humble endeavours will be viewed with justic«~ 
perhaps acknowledged with gratitude. At any 
rate. Whatever men may say , I cannot be deprived ; 
of this consolation — my motives are acceptable to ? 
that Efeing who beholds in secret and compensathf^'; 
openl^ 


Aft#r the publication of the Vedant, RAMMiOrtUtl . 
Roy ^dnt^d in Bengalee and in English, $dme" 
pflhe^rind^ the Veds. The first 

pubfi^hed^'ifi i$t6i erttitled" 


A of one of tW 
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Chapters of the Sama Veda^ according to the gloss 
of the celebrated Shancharacarya ; establishing the 
Unity and Sole Omnipotence of the Supreme Being, 
and that He alone is the object of Worship.* This 
was prefixed to a reprint of the Abridgment of 
the Vedant, published in London, in 1817, by some 
one who had enjoyed personal intimacy with him. 
The English preface contains a letter from Ram- 
MOHUN Roy to this gentleman, which shows how 
well he had, even at that time, overcome the 
difficulties of the English language. "The conse- 
quence of my long and uninterrupted researches 
into religious truth ( he says in this letter ) has 
been, that I have found the doctrines of Christ 
more conducive to moral principles, and better 
adapted for the use of rational beings, than any 
other which have come to my knowledge ; and 
have also found Hindoos in general more supers- 
titious and miserable, both in performance of 
their religious rites and in their domestic concerns, 
than the rest of the known nations of the earth.*' 
He then proceeds to state what he had done in 
order to render them •more happy and comfortable 
both here and hereafter and adds, "1, however, 
in the beginning of my pursuits, met with the 
greatest opposition from their self-interested 
leaders, the Brahmins, and was deserted by ray 
nearest relations ; and I consequently felt extre- 
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mely melancholy. In that critical situation^ 
the only comfort that I had was the consol- 
ing and rational conversation of my Euro- 
pean friends, especially those of Scotland and 
England.” In that same letter he expresses his full 
expectation of speedily setting off for England ; 
but says that he had been prevented from procee- 
ding so soon as he could wish, by the spread of 
his views, and the inclination manifested by many 
to seek for truth. 

It is not surprising that the interested advocates 
for heathen worship should enoeavour to uphold 
it by imputations on the character of the Refor- 
mer I and some one did publicly charge him with 
“rashness, self-conceit, arrogance, and impiety.” 
Every member of his own family opposed him j 
and he experienced even the bitter alienation of 
his mother, through the influence of the interested 
persons around her. In his early days, his mother 
was a woman of fine understanding j but, through 
the influence of superstitious bigotry, she had been 
among his most bitter opponents. He, however, 
manifested a warm and affectionate attachment 
towards her , and it was with a glistening eye 
that he told us she had “repented” of her conduct 
towards him. Though convinced that his doctrines 
were true, she could not throw off the shackles of 
idolatrous customs. "Rammohun,” she said to^bifn. 



to 


Rammohun Roy. 


before she set out on her last pilgrimage to Jugger- 
nath, where she died, “you are right , but I am a 
weak worftan, and am grown too old to give up 
these observances, which are a comfort to me.*^ She 
maintained them with the most self-denying devo- 
tion. She would not allow a female servant to 
accompany her ; or any other provision to be 
made for her comfort or even support on her jour- 
ney ; and when at Juggernaut, she engaged in 
sweeping the temple of the idol. There she spent 
the remainder of her life— -nearly a year if not 
more j and there she died. He recently stated, 
however, that before her death she exp»"essed her 
great sorrow, for what had passed, and declared 
her conviction in the unity of God, and the futility 
of Hindoo superstition. 

Acosta, the editor of a journal at Calcutta, 
transmitted to the Abbe Gregoire, in the 
various publications of this extraordinary man, 
with some account of his history j and through 
Gregoire, Rammohun Roy became extensively 
known and highly appreciated in France. 

Acosta says, that he carefully avoided every 
thing that could afford a pretext for excluding 
him from his caste, since, as a Brahmin, it was 
his acknowledged duty to instruci his country- 
men in the sense and real commands of their 
8acr<;d books. He speaks of him as distinguished 
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in bis controversy more by his logical mode of 
reasoning than by his general views, though far 
from deficient in philosophy or information. He 
says that all his conversation, his actions, and 
his manners evince a powerful sentiment of indi- 
vidual dignity , while, in general, meanness and 
feebleness of mind are characteristic of the Hin- 
doo , and that his ingenious conversation often 
shows, in a strain half serious and half sportive, 
all that he wished to be able to do for his country. 
As to his personal exterior at that period, 
D’Acosta says, — “He is tall and robust ; his regular 
features, and habitually grave countenance assume 
a most pleasing appearance when he is animated j 
he appears to have a slight disposition to melan- 
choly/' “The moderation,*' adds Abbe GreGOIRE, 
‘Vith which he repels the attacks on his writings, 
the force of his arguments, and his profound 
knowledge of the sacred books of the Hindoos, 
are proofs of his fitness for the work he has underta- 
ken ; and the pecuniary sacrifices he has made, 
show a disinterestedness which cannot be encoura- 
ged or admired too warmly** 

It was about this period that Lieu t-Col. FiTC- 
CLARENCE, now the Earl of MUNSTER, became 
acquainted with Rammohun kov. He speaks 
highly of this "most extraordinary" Brahmin, of 
his talents and learning, his intimate knowledge 
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of pur language and eloquence in the use of it, 
his extensive acquaintance with our literature as 
well as with the Arabic and Sanscrit, his clear 
intelligence of the politics of Europe, and especi- 
ally of England, of his fine person, and most 
courtly manners. The representations of the Earl 
indicate the amazing extent, tenaciousness, and 
accuracy of his memory ; and in this and other 
respects fully accord with what we learn of him 
from other sources ; the Author was, however, 
mistaken in supposing that he had been ‘^declared 
to have lost caste " Rammohun Roy recently 
stated that every effort had been made for the 
purpose, and* that he had had, at an enormous 
expense, to defend himself against a series of 
legal proceedings instituted for the purpose of 
depriving him of caste, and thereby of his patri- 
monial inheritance* Through his profound acquain- 
tance, however, with the Hindoo law, he baffled 
the efforts of his interested enemies, and proved 
in the Courts of justice that he had not forfeited 
his rights. These legal proceedings must have 
continued, in different ways, for several years. 
They appear to have terminated in the Provincial 
Court no long time before RAMMOHUN RoY set 
out for England, On leaving Calcutta, he charged 
his two sons to forget the conduct of their cousins 
in tonnection \iith them. 
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Besides essentially contributing to the establi- 
shment and maintenance of native schools, Ram- 
MOHUM Roy directed his efforts, and with great 
success towards the extinction of the practice of 
burning widows. One of his tracts on this subject 
he dedicated to the Marchioness of HASTINGS, 
when the Marquis was Governor-General, 

It has already been shown that as early as 
1817 he had directed his attention to the Christian 
religion ; but he found himself greatly perplexed 
by the various doctrines which he saw insisted 
upon as essential to Christianity, in the writings 
of Christian authors, and in conversation with 
those Christian teachers with whom he had commu- 
nication : he resolved, therefore, to study the ori- 
ginal Scriptures for himself ^ and for this purpose 
he acquired the knowledge of the Hebrew and 
Greek languages. Becoming strongly impressed 
with the excellence and importance of the Christian 
system of morality, he published, in 1820, in 
English, Sanscrit, and Bengalee, a series of selec- 
tions, principally from the first three Gospels,which 
he entitled, “The Precepts of Jesus, the Guide to 
Peace and Happiness” He passed by those 
portions of the Evangelists which have been made 
the ba^Ms of distinctive doctrines ; and also (except 
where closely interwoven with the discourses of 
Christ) the narratives of miracles— -believing ttv^se 

c 
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to be less ifitted to affect the convictions of his 
countrymen, whiie the preceptive part he deemed 
most likely “to produce the desirable effect of 
improving the hearts and minds of men of different 
f>ersuat!ons and degrees of understanding.” “This 
simple code of religion and morality/ he says, 
at the close of his preface, “is so admirably calcula- 
ted to elevate men's ideas to high and liberal 
notions of one God, who has equally subjected 
all living creatures, w'ithout distinction of caste, 
rank or wealth, to change, disappointment, pain 
and death, and has equally admitted all to be 
partakers of the bountiful mercies which he has 
lavished over nature • and is also so well fitted 
to regulate the conduct of the human race in 
the discharge of their various duties to God, to 
themselves, and to society ; that I cannot but hope 
the best effects from its promulgation in the 
present form ” 

This work was published anonymously, but 
without concealment of the source. It brought 
upon him some severe and unexpected animad- 
versions in “The Friend of India” ; the writer of 
which uncourteously, as well as most unjustly, 
spoke of the Compiler as a beatfien. Under the 
designation of “A Friend to Truth,” RaMMOHUN 
ROV published an appeal to the Christian public 
in defence o§ the '‘Precepts of Jesus” ; in whicb 
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he declares, that the expressions employed in the 
preface should have shown the opponent ^'that 
the Compiler believed, not only in one God, 
whose nature and essence is beyond human 
comprehension, but in the truths revealed in the 
Christian system.** He further maintains that 
the ^‘Precepts of Jesus" contain not only the 
essence of all that is necessary to instruct mankind 
in their civil duties, but also the best and only 
means of obtaining the forgiveness of our sins, 
the favor of God, and strength to overcome our 
passions and to keep hts commandments." He 
defends the system which the Compiler had 
adopted to introduce Christianity to the native 
inhabitants, by appealing to the fact that nearly 
three-fifths are Hindoos and two-fifths Mussul- 
.mans, the latter devoted from their infancy to 
the belief in one God ; and declares that, from 
his own experience in religious controversy with 
them, he is satisfied that he was rendering them 
most service by making them acquainted with 
those precepts , ( by which he appears to have 
meant, more generally, ins^ruciions) ^'the obe- 
dience to which he believed most peculiarly 
required of a Christian, and such as could by no 
means tend in doctrine to excite the religious 
horror of the Mahommedans, or the scoffs of the 
Hindoo^* "Such dogmas or doctrinal and other 
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passages/* he a^ter^vards says, '*as are not exposed 
to those objections, and are not unfamiliar to the 
minds of those for whose benefit the compilation 
was intended, are generally included, in confor- 
mity with the avowed plan of the work ; parti- 
cularly such as seem calculated to direct our love 
and obedience to the beneficent Author of the uni- 
verse and to him whom he graciously sent to deli- 
ver those precepts of religion and morality whose 
tendency is to promote universal peace and 
harmony.” When replying to the objections of 
the Reviewer, that the precepts of Christ do not 
shew how to obtain the forgiveness of sins and 
the favor of God, the Friend of Truth extracts 
from the compilation ‘‘a few passages of that 
greatest of all prophets who was sent to call 
sinners to re[)entance” ; and adds j ‘‘Numerous 
passages of the Old and New Testaments to the 
same effect, which might fill a voliune, distinctly 
promise us that the forgiveness of God and the 
favor of his Divine Majesty may be obtained by 
sincere repentance, as required of sinners by 
the Redeemer.” 

Oil these anonymous publications, Dr. Marsh- 
MAN, of Seram pore College, published a series 
of animadversions which led to a very remarkable 
reply from Rammohun Roy — the Second* Appeal — 
with bis name prefixed, which is distinguished 



Biographical Skckh. 


«7 


by the closene&s of his reasonings, the extent and 
critical accuracy of his scriptural knowledge, 
the comprehensiveness of his investigations, the 
judiciousness of his arrangement, the lucid state- 
ment of his own opinions, and the acuteness and 
skill with which he controverts the positions of 
his opponents. All the publications of this 
controversy were soon reprinted in London ; and 
those who wish to become acquainted with the 
sentiments of this remarkable man, as to his 
Christian belief generally, and his own opinions 
respecting God and Christ, may be referred with 
confidence, and in an especial manner, to this 
Second Ap[)eal to the Christian Public in defence 
of the “Precepts of Jesus ” The doctrine main- 
tained in it respecting God, is thus stated by 
himself: — '"That the Omnipotent God, who is 
the only proper object of religious veneration, 
is one and unclivided in person*’ • that "in reliance 
on numerous promises found in the sacred writings, 
we ought to entertain every hope of enjoying the 
blessings of pardon from the merciful Father, 
through repentance, which is declared the only 
means of procuring forgiveness for our failures"*; 
and that he leads "such as worship him in spirit 
to righteous conduct, and ultimately to salvation, 
through his guiding influence which is called the 
Holy Spirit,” “given as the consequence of their 
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sincere prayer and supplication/^ And respecting 
*^*‘Je$us of Nazareth*' he speaks as the ^'Christ of 
Qpd'* : he says he places ‘^implicit confidence*^ 
in his ** veracity, candour, and perfection** : he 
represents him as "a Being in whom dwelt all 
■ truth, and who was sent with a divine law to guide 
mankind by his preaching and example** j as 
receiving from the Father, "the commission to 
come into the world for the salvation of mankind** ; 
as judging the world by the wisdom of God \ as 
being "empowered to perform wonderful works**; 

, he speaks of his subordinate nature and receiving 
ail the powers wdiich he manifested from the 
Father ; but also of his being "superior even to 
the angels in heaven^ living from the beginning 
of the world to eternity** ; and of the Father's 
creating "all thiivgs by him and for him’* ; and he 
, dwells with great satisfaction ( pp. 162 — 167) on 
]: the conclusion to which the instructions of Christ 
had led him, that the "unity existing between the 
: Father and himself,** is "a subsisting concord of 
will and design, such as existed among his Apos- 
tles, and not identity of being.** "Had not expe- 
rience ( he concludes ) too clearly proved that 
such metaphorical expressions, when taken singly 
and without attention to their contexts, may be 
; . made the foiindation of doctrines quite at^variance 
wjijtli the tfijnor of the rest of the Scriptures, I 
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should have bad no hesitation in submitting- 
indiscriminately the whole of the doctrines of the 
New Testament to my countrymen ; as 1 should 
have felt no apprehension that even the most 
ignorant of them, if left to the guidance of their 
own unprejudiced views of the matter^ could 
misconceive the clear and distinct assertions they 
every where contain, of the unity of God and the 
subordinate nature of his messenger Jesus Christ.*^ 
The Second Appeal called forth another work 
from Dr. Marshman ; to which Rammohun 
Roy published a reply in 1823, under the title of 
the Final Appeal. His preceding works had been 
printed at the Baptist Missionary Press ; but 
the acting proprietor declined, **although in the 
politest manner possible/ to print the Final 
Appeal j and Rammohun Roy purchased type, 
and commenced an independent printing press 
for this and other similar publications. The 
imprint is ‘'Calcutta: printed at the Unitarian 
Press, Dhurmtollah.” He depended chiefly on 
native aid j and in consequence the original work 
has many errata. In the Preface he states that 
this controversy had prevented other publications 
which he had projected for his countrymen, as 
well as drawn him for three years from other 
literary pursuits ; and that it had caused much 
coolness towards him in the demeanour of some 




ao K^mm^hun Rcy, 


whose friendship he held very dear ; nevertheless^ 

that he did not wish he had pursued a differeht 
course^ since^ he says, •whatever may be the 
opinion of the world, my own conscience fully 
approves of my past endeavours to defend what I 
esteem the cause of truth/' 

The Editor of the Indian Gazette^ in adverting 
to this discussion, and to the other labours of this 
distinguislied native, thus writes — ^*We say dis- 
tinguished, because he is so among his own people, 
by caste, rank, and ' respectability • and amofig 
all men he must ever be distinguished for his 
philanthropy, his great learning, and his intellec- 
tual ascendancy in general/^ As to the controversy 
arising from the' Precepts of Jesus, the Editor 
•ays that whatever other effects it may have 
caused, ‘“it still further exhibited the acuteness of 
his mind, the logical power of his intellect, and 
the unrivalled good temper with which he could 
argue : ® it roused up most gigantic combatant 
in the theological field — a combatant who, we are 
constrained to say, has not yet met with his match 
here/' 

To the public testimonies already adduced, 
may be added that of the celebrated SiSMONDl, 
wlio, in an article in the Revue Encyclop6dique 
for 1824, after some important observations respec- 
' ting the institution of castes and the sacrifice of 
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widows, thus proceeds : glorious reform has, 

however, begun to spread among the Hindoos, 
A Brahmin, whom those who know India agree 
in representing as one of the most virtuous and 
enlightened of men, Rammoiiun Roy, is exerting 
himself to restore his countrymen to the worship 
of the true God, and to the union of morality and 
religion. His flock is small, but increases conti- 
nually. He communicates to the Hindoos all the 
progress that thought has made among the Euro- 
H^ans, He is among them, by a much juster title 
than the Missionaries, the Apostle of Christianity.* 


112 . 25 '. 
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The following letter from Rammohun Roy him- 
self first appeared in the Athenaeum/* and in 
the "Literary Gazette'/* from one or other 
which it was copied into various newspapers. It 
was written just before he went to France. It was 
probably designed for some distinguished person 
who had desired him to give an outline of his 
history ; and he adopted this form for the purpose. 
The letter may be considered as addressed to his 
friend Mr. Gordon, of Calcutta. 

*"My Dear Friend, 

"In conformity with the wish you have fre- 
quently expressed, that I should give you an 
outline of my life, I have now the pleasure to give 
you the following very brief sketch, 

^'My ancestors were Brahmins of a high order, 
and, from time immemorial, were devoted to the 
religious duties of their race, down to my fifth 
progenitor, who about one hundred and forty. 
year3^ ago gave up spiritual exercises for worldly 
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pursuits and aggrandisement. His descendants 
ever since have followed his example, and, accor- 
ding to the usual fate of courtiers, with various^ 
success, sometimes rising to honour and sometimes 
falling ; sometimes rich and sometimes poor ; 
sometimes excelling in success, sometimes misera- 
ble through disappointment. But my maternal 
ancestors, being of the sacerdotal order by pro- 
fession as well as by birth, and of a family than 
which none holds a higher rank in that profession, 
have up to the present day uniformly adhered to 
a life of religious observances and devotion, pre- 
ferring peace and tranquillity of mind to the ex- 
citements of ambition, and all the allurements of 
worldly grandeur. 

conformity with the usage of my paternal 
*ace, and the wish of my father, I studied the 
Persian and Arabic languages, — these being in- 
dispensable to those who attached themselves to 
the courts of the Mahommedan princes ; and 
agreeably to the usage of my maternal relations, 
I devoted myself to the study of the Sanscrit and 
the theological works written in it, which contain 
the body of Hindoo literature, law and religion. 

•When about the age of sixteen, I composed 
a manuscript calling in question the validity of 
the idolatrous system of the Hindoos. This, to- 
gether wSth my known sentiments on that sub^ect^ 
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having produced a coolness between me and my im- 
mediate kindred, 1 proceeded on my travels^ and 
pjassed through different countries, chiefly within, 
but some beyond, the bounds of Ilindoostan, with 
k feeling of great aversion to the establishment of 
the British power in India. When I had reached 
the age of twenty, my father recalled me, and 
restored me to his favour • after which 1 first saw 
and began to associate with Europeans, and soon 
after made myself tolerably acquainted with their 
laws and form of Government. Finding them 
generally more intelligent, more steady and mode* 
rate in their conduct, I gave up my prejudice 
against them, and .became inclined in their favour, 
feeling persuaded that their rule, though a foreign 
yoke, would lead more speedily and surely to the 
amelioration of the native inhabitants ; and I 
enjoyed the confidence of several of them even in 
their public capacity. My continued controversies 
^ith the Brahmins on the subject of their idolatry 
and superstition, and my interference with their 
custom of burning widows, and other pernicious 
practices, revived and increased their animosity 
againat me j and through their influence with my 
family, my father was again obliged to withdraw 
Ihis countenance openly, though his limited pecu« 
niary support was still continued to me. 

^/After my ftaher's death I opnoised thead* 
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vocates of idolatry with still greater boldness. Avail- 
ing myself of the art of printing now established in 
India, I published various works and pamphlets 
against their errors, in the native and foreign lan- 
guages. This raised such a feeling against me, 
that I was at last deserted by every person except 
two or three Scotch friends, to whom, aftd the 
nation to which they belong, I always feel gratefuL 

'‘The ground which I took in all my contro- 
versies was, not that of opposition to Brahminism, 
but to a perversion of it j and I endeavoured to 
show that the idolatry of the Brahmins was con- 
trary to the practice of their ancestors, and the 
principles of the ancient books and authorities, 
which they profess to revere and obey. Notwith- 
standing the violence of the opposition and resist- 
ance to my opinions, several highly respectable 
persons both among ray own relations and others, 
began to adopt the same sentiments. 

“I now felt a strong wish to visit Europe, and 
obtain, by personal observation, a more thorough 
insight into its manners, customs, religion, and 
political institutions. I refrained, however, from 
carrying this intention into effect until the friends 
who coincided in my sentiments should be increas- 
ed in number and strength. My expectations 
having been at length realised, in November, 1830, 

I embarked for England, as the discussion of the 

» 
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]^t .ii|ailii Com charts was to 

^£S^,6fl^''6|r‘'«rWch thfe tVeatiftei^^/'tlie 
’^SS^^^in'iiiEi'future gbveiUtft^t, -would be dbtbr-’ 
l^ii^a ibl* many years to tome, and ah 'appeal^-fd 
l|e ^h|;"id CouniiH, against the abolition of the 
‘of burning widows, was to be he^d 
^^ipifh ttO Privy Council ; and his Majesty the 
of Delhi had likewise commissioned me 
*to bring “before the authorities in England certain 
' ebc^bachmcnfs on his rights by the East India 
l^lif^any. 1 accordingly arrived in En^and - in 

*t hO'pfe you' will excuse the brevity of this 
■^^1cet8h, as I have nO leisure at present to enter JhlO 
^’''^particulars ; and' . ' is 

"I remain, &c., 

-RAMMOHUN ROY • 
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i. 


More than half a century has now 
since the attention of the religious public in ' 6f«lt 
Britain was first drawn to the wonderful mart who ■ 
is the Subject of the present volume. Those who 
i#e acquainted with India at the present tfrtie, 
\vhen the efforts of the British Government haYtr 
long been directed to advancing the material 
resources of that great country, as well 
promote intellectual and moral improvertietlt,''a^ . 
whb;' are aware how gladly these efibrts are sCeort-i 
ded byM^ intellectual part Of the native popufa- 
tioh' ca4 hardly realize the difficulties which- 
first ' ilii^oo Reformer oiust have JjRd to encooiS- ‘ 
teif. ThirYnust be borne in mind vrh^ traCfhg the 
pitc^sis |}f the extreo^ina^ indivi(iiitai, who, for 
SO; long ai pdribd; stdbd^ a^ne td the 
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hostility of a whole people sunk in the most degra- 
ding idolatry. 

The first English notice we find of Ram- 
mohun Roy occurs in the Periodical Accounts 
of the Baptist Missionary Society, Vol. Vi., pp. 
106—109, of the date of 1816 — 

“Rama-moiiuna-raya, a very rich Rarhee 
Brahmun of Calcutta, is a respectable Sungskrita 
scholar, and so well versed in Persian, that he is 
called Mouluvee-Rama-mohuna-Raya* j he also 
writes English with correctness, and reads with 
ease English mathematical and metaphysical works. 
He has published in Bengalee one or two philoso- 
phical works, form the Sungskrita, which he hopes 
may be useful in leading his countrymen to re- 
nounce idolatry. Europeans breakfast at his house, 
at a separate table, in the English fashion j he 
has paid us a visit at Seramporc, and at a late 
interview, after relating an anecdote of Krishna, 
relative to a petty theft by this god, he added, 
“The sweeper of my house would not do such an 
act, and can I worship a god sunk lower than the 
man who is a menial servant f He is at present 
a simple theist, admires Jesus Christ, but knows 
not his need of the atonement. He has not renoun- 

* In this and other extracts the original 'orthograpliy 
is preserved. 





bis caste, and this enables him to visit thb 
richest families of Hindoos* He is said to be ve^fr. 
moral ; but is pronounced to be a most wicked 
man by the strict Hindoos.* 

Subjoined to this is a copy of Ra^IMOHUM 
Roy’s Preface to his Translation of the Abridg- 
ment of the Vedanta. The passage closes as 
follows : 

"Of this man Mr. Yatks writes thus, in a 
letter dated Ang. i8i6 — 'I was introduced to him 
about a year ago : before this, he was not acquain- 
ted with any one who cared for his soul. Some 
time after, I introduced EUSTACE Carev to him, 
and we have had repeated conversation with him. 
When I first knew him he would talk only on 
metaphysical subjects, such as the eternity of 
matter, the nature and qualities of evidence, &c., 
but he has lately become much more humble, 
and disposed to con%'erse about the gospel* He 
has many relations, Brahmuns, and has established 
religious worship among them. He maintains the 
unity of God, and hates all the heathen idolatries. 
He visited Eustace lately and stayed to family 
prayer, with which he was quite delighted. EusTr 
ACE gave him Dr. WATT’S Hymns ; he said be . 
would treasure them up in his heart. He has beeii 
at Seram pore once, and has engaged to come 
end see me in the coume of a few weeks* 





hu otfered Eustace a piece of ground fora 

school.** 

A fuller account of Rammohun Rov is found 
in the Church of England ^'Missionary Register*' 
f0r Sept-, 1816, p. 370 

"We have been favoured with a sight of a 
tract, printed at Calcutta in the present year 
, ( 1816 ), with the following title: — 'Translation 
of an Abridgment of the Vedant, or Resolution 
of all the Veds j the most celebrated and revered 
Work of Brahminical Theology, establishing the 
Unity of the Supreme Being; and that he alone 
is the Object of propitiation and worship. By 
RAMMOHUN Roy.’ Before we give an account 
of this curious tract, it may be advantageous to 
our readers to know something of the author. Of 
Rammoiiun Roy we have received reports from 
several friends. The substance of them is this : 
he is a Brahmin, about 32 years of age, of exten- 
sive landed property, and of great consideration 
. and influence ; shrewd, vigilant, active, ambitious, 
prepossessing in his manners, versed in various 
languages, and busily employed in giving lectures 
to a number of his countrymen on the Unity of 
the Godhead* He is acquainted with the New 
: Testament, and seems disposed to l^ear any 
;:thirrg which can be enforced by the authority of 
Xitih^lst.' • •• - . 





'^Another account carries him further as 'tk : 
Christian, It states that he began his studies |>y 
learning Persian j as he considered a knowledge 
of that language necessary to every native of 
any distinction. From Persian he was led al< 
most as a matter of course to Arabic and the 
Koran. His own statement is, that the religion 
of Mahomed at first made some impression upon 
him ; but when he found that the prophet carried 
off the beautiful wife of his slave, and attempted tO-, , 
establish his religion by the sword, he became 
convinced that it could not be from God. Then 
he studied our Bible in English ; and in con" 
sequence became a Christian. He has spread hU 
doctrine to a considerable extent and has several 
HindO(}3 of high caste and of fortune in league 
with him, who maintain his opinions. They call 
themselves a society, and are bound by certain 
rules, one of which is, that no man shall be ad- 
mitted into their number except with this con» 
dition, that he renounce idol worship. Of these 
rules however, they do not seem to be very uniform 
in the observance- One of the society, though 
he professess to have renounced idolatry, yet keepa 
in his house a number of gods, as well as two large 
pagodas } his society granted him a dispensation on 
this bead, because he possesses a certain quantity 
of land ffom the King of Delhi for this purpose, ^ 
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and if he were to destroy his idols^ be might lose 
hli land. One account carries the number of 
RaMMOHUN's followers to nearly live hundred ; 
and states^ that they expect soon to be strong 
enough to enable him publicly to avow his faith, 
and consequently to lose his caste, which he has 
hitherto not done, as it would impede his 
intercourse with many whom he hopes shortly to 
convince. The Brahmins had twice attempted 
bis life, but he was fully on his guard. It is 
stated, that after being baptized he intends to 
embark for England, with many of his friends, in 
order to pass some years in the acquisition of 
learning at one or both of our universities. 

"Rammoiiun writes and speaks English correc- 
tly. He has published different tracts and trans- 
lations in our tongue, and in Persian and Ben- 
galee, directed against the Hindoo idolatry and 
superstitions. The piece, of which we shall give 
an abstract, discovers little else than a discern- 
ment of the folly of the vulgar belief of his 
country ; and a subtle, but unsuccessful, attempt 
to put a good meaning on the absurd statements 
of its more ancient and refined creed. His judg- 
ment may possibly be convinced of tlie truth of 
!■ Irvine revelation, but one of our correspondents 
represents him to be as yet but a selfconfident 
; Hhtlst }•— disgusted with the follies of the pretended 
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fevelations from heaven, with which he has been 
conversant, but not yet bowed in his convictions, 
and humbled In his heart to the revelation of 
Divine mercy. We do not mean to say that the 
heart of RaMmohun Roy is not humbled, and 
that he has not received the gospel as the only 
remedy for the. spiritual diseases under which he 
labours in common with all men ; but we have 
as yet seen no evidence sufficient to warrant 
us in this belief. We pray God to give him grace, 
that he may in penitence and faith embrace with 
all his heart the Saviour of the world. 

The tract ( of which we have given the title ) 
is short, extending to fourteen pages, quarto. It 
is an abridgment of the Vedant of Vyas, whom 
Rammohun Roy represents as ^the greatest of 
the Indiaju theologists, philosophers and poets. 
The author professes to give the real sense and 
meaning of the Vedant and Veds on the most 
important points of the Hindoo theology, which 
he asserts to have been misunderstood and 
forgotten. His various positions are supported 
by passages from the Vedant or Veds, and those 
which appear to contradict them are explained. 
After asserting the necessity for. mankind to 
acquire knowledge respecting the Supreme Being, 
but that this knowledge is limited to very narrow 
bmiiHls, f the author argues from the Vedant and 
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Veds that creating and governing power eatiflot 
be attributed to any of the various objects to 
which the grosser Hindoo theology attributes it ; 
such as the void space, air, light, nature, atoms, 
the soul, any god or goddess of the earth, the 
son, or any of the celestial gods. He asserts the 
unity, spirituality, omnipresence and omnipotence 
of the Supreme Being ; — that he is the sole 
object of worship j— that the adoration of him 
is required of mankind, as well as of the celestial 
gods 5 — that moral principle is a part of the 
adoration of God, with reliance on, and self- 
resignation to, the only true Being, and an 
aversion to worldly considerations , — and that 
devotion to the Supreme Being is not limited to 
any holy place or sacred country. 

“The rise of this new sect, the zeal and subtlety 
displayed by its founder, with its obvious tend- 
ency to undermine the fabric of Hindoo supersti- 
tion, are objects of serious attention to the Chris- 
tian mind. Who knows, asks one of the friends 
form whom we have received these communications 
but this man may be one of the many instruments 
by which God, in his mysterious providence, 
may accomplish the overthrow of Idolatry 
*What may be the effect of this man's labours,’ 
aa^s another correspondent, ’time will shew/ 
probably, they may bring the cthft of Brahministn 
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and caste into danger ; and God may be in this 
manner shaking the kingdom of Satan. However, 
this may prove, that great work will be done | 
and though reason and philosophy may not have a 
voice powerful enough to reach the hearts of these 
poor captives, yet the Christian missionary whom 
Christ sends forth will find a mouth and tongue 
which no man shall be able to gainsay or to 
resist’.* • 

In this, and in other extracts, the Editor of 
this volume refrains from expressing an opinion 
on the sentiments of the writer, and merely presents 
to the reader the views which were entertained at 
the time respecting Rammohun Roy, and brought 
before the English public by the periodical litera- 
ture of the day. 

A notice of the Abridgment of the Vedant 
occurs in the same volume of the “Monthly Repo- 
sitory,” p. 512, which is interesting, as affording 
from another quarter a view of the position first 
tak^n by Hindoo Reformer 

“Two literary phenomena, of a singular nature, , 

have very recenty been exhibited in India. The 
first is a Hindu Deist 

“Rammohun Roy, a Brahmin, has' published a 

• Extracted from the “Monthly Repository of Theolw 
Wd GenedU Literatare," Vol XIH., pp. *8*8. 
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small work, in the present year, at Calcutta, 
entitled 'An Abridgment of the Vedant, or Resolu* 
tion of all the Veds j the most celebrated work of 
Brahminical Theology, establishing the Unity of 
the Supreme Being, and that he alone is the 
Object of Worship.' It contains a collection of 
very remarkable texts from the Vedas, in which 
the principles of natural religion are delivered, 
not without dignity ; and which treat all worship 
to inferior beings, together with the observance 
of rites and seasons, and the distinctions of food, 
as the aids of an imperfect religion, which may 
be altogether disregarded by those who have 
attained to the knowledge and love of the true 
God. His contemporaries and his ancestors he 
considers as idolaters, notwithstanding the excuse 
of an allegorical theology which some Europeans 
have made for them. This Brahmin is made to 
complain with feeling in the English version, of 
the obloquy which he has incurred among his 
countrymen by the purity of his faith. He alludes 
no where to any other system of religion j and 
passes over, in absolute silence, the labours, and 
indeed the existence of the missionaries.* 

The records of the next year mark a striking 
advance in Rammohun Roy's mind. The ^following 
passage is extracted from a letter from Rev. T, 
aBelsham, Minister of Essex Street Cha^, 
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London, as an introduction to a letter he had jufit 
received from a native convert to Christianity, 
William Roberts, of Madrast— 

"It is very remarkable that while the great 
doctrine of the unity and unrivalled supremacy 
of God is thus gradually working its way among 
the poorer classes of natives in the vicinity pf 
Madras, it is at the same time making a trium- 
phant progress among the higher castes of Hidoos 
in the great and populous city of Calcutta. 
Rammohun Roy, a learned, eloquent, and opulent 
Brahmin, having, by the proper exercise of his 
own understanding, discovered the folly and absur- 
dity of the Hindoo mythology and of idol worship, 
was led by 'a conscientious sense of duty to proclaim 
■bis important discovery to his countrymen, and 
has publicly taught the doctrine of the divine unity 
and perfection to the native Hindoos, and has 
entered his protest against their impious, barbarous 
and idolatrous rites. Such doctrine from a person 
of such exalted rank, at first excited great a.stonish- 
ment, and gave infinite offence. But by degrees 
the courage, eloquence, and perseverance of this 
extraordinary man prevailed over all opposition : 
and it is said that many hundreds of the native 
Hindoos, and especially of the young people, have 
esibrace4 his doctrine. He dees not profess to 
be a Chr^tiain. He told a worthy clergyman "at ^ 
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Calcutta about a year ago^ that he preferred 
Christianity to all other religions, and would 
certainly embrace it, if it were not for the doctrine 
of the Trinity. This was an Insurmountable 
obstacle* At the beginning of this year, in January, 
1817, he informed the same respectable clergyman, 
that he was now in the way of ascertaining whether 
the doctrine of the Trinity is or is not the doctrine 
of the New Testament : for that he and twenty 
other learned Brahmins had determined to sit 
down and study the Gospel with the greatest 
possible attention and Impartiality, in order to 
discover their real meaning • and he did not think 
ft possible that twenty serious and impartial in- 
quirers, who sought after nothing but truth, and 
who earnestly implored divine illumination and 
direction, would be suffered to fall into an erro- 
neous conclusion. The result of this inquiry has 

not yet reached England.” ♦ 

During the years 1816, 1817, Rammohun Roy 

issued various pamphlets, of which a list is given 
in the Appendi.^, all tending to prove to his 
countrymen the unity of the deity from their own 
sacred writings. These were translated Into 
English, and a full review of them is given in the 
•'Monthly Repository” for 1819, Vol. kiv., pp. 


♦ •‘Christian Keformer/ Vol, jv., p. 2, x8i8. 
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561 — 569, As these works are probably inaccessi- 
ble to most readers, some extracts from this review 
will be interesting as indicating the inodes of 
thought of the author 

^^The ^Ishopanished* is another chapter of the 
Veds,strongly asserting.as the pious translator says, 
^that the sole regulator of the universe is but one, 
omnipresent, surpassing our powers of compre- 
hension, above external sense, whose worship is 
the chief duly of mankind, and the sole cause of 
eternal beatitude/ In the Preface is obviated 
the objection that the Piirands^ &c., admitted 
expositions of the Hindoo shasters or sacred books, 
inculcate ^the worship of the several gods and 
goddesses/ ^Thcy affrm frequently/ says the 
Reformer, 'that the directions to worship any 
figured beings are only applicable to those who 
are incapable of elevating their minds to the idea 
of an invisible Supreme Being, in order that such 
persons, by fixing their attention on those inven- 
ted figures, may be able to restrain themselves 
from vicious temptations, and that those that are 
competent for the worship of the invisible God 
should disregard the worship of idols/ 

"Many learned Brahmins are perfectly aware 
of the absurdity of idolatry, and are well informed 
of the nature of the purer mode of divine worship* 
But as in the rites^ ceremonies and festivals of 
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i^olatty, they find the source of their comforts and 
fortune,, they not only never fail to protect idol 
worship from all attacks, but even advance and 
encourage it to the utmost of their power, by 
keeping the knowledge of their Scriptures concea> 
led from the rest of the people. Their followers, 
too, confiding in these leaders, feel gratification 
in the idea of the Divine nature residing in a being 
resembling themselves in birtli, shape, and propen* 
sities ; and are naturally delighted with a mode 
of worship agreeable to the senses, though destruc* 
tive of moral principles, and the fruitful parent of 
prejudice and superstition.'— iViSA, pp. ix. x, 

“The zealous writer goes on to controvert 
the liberal opinion of some Europeans that the Hin* 
doos regard their idols, as the Roman Catholics 
say they do their crucifixes and pictures, as mere 
helps to contemplation j an opinion, he says, 
which very naturally arises out of 'the extreme 
absurdity of pure, unqualified idolatry,' and under 
which, ‘flimsy and borrowed’ as it is, lie is glad to 
see the Hindoos willing to shelter their practices, 
in as much as such a disposition shews that they 
are beginning to be sensible of their folly. He 
declares, however, that ‘Hindoos of the present age 
with a very few exceptions/ are downright and 
gross idolaters. 

. IFor whatever Hindoo purchases an idol in 
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the market, or constructs one with his own hande, 
or has one made up under his own superinten* 
dence, it is his invariable practice to perform 
certain ceremonies, called Pratt Pratishtka or 
the endowment of animation, by which he believes 
that its nature is changed from that of the mere 
materials of which it is formed, and that it acqu- 
ires not only life but supernatural powers. Shortly 
afterwards, if the idol be of the masculine gender, 
he marries it to a feminine one, with no less pomp 
and magnificence than he celebrates the nuptials 
of his own children. The mysterious process is 
now complete, and the god and goddess are es- 
teemed the arbiters of his destiny, and continually 
receive his most ardent adoration. 

" ’At the same time, the worshipper of images 
ascribes to them at once the opposite natures of 
human and of superhuman beings. In attention 
to their supposed wants as living beings, he is 
seen feeding, or pretending to feed them, every 
morning and evening; and as in the hot season 
be is careful to fan them, so in the cold he 
is equsdly regardful of their comfort, covering 
them by day and night with warm clothing, and 
placing them at night in a snug bed.’— Pre/, pp; 
xiii xiv. 

*The doctrine of the Vedant that 'God' is 
every wli^re and every thing is in God,’ which is. 
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it seems, pleaded ia behalf of Hindoo idolatry, 
atnoufits to no more, according to RammohUM 
Roy, than 'that nothing is absent from God, and 
nothing bears real existence except by the volition 
of God, whose existence is the sole support of the 
. conceived existence of the universe, which is acted 
Upon by him in the same manner as a human body 
is by a soul.' 

“Reformers are opposed everywhere by the 
same prejudices. Idolatry- is defended in Hindoos* 
tan by the argument of custom. 

* 'Let the authors of the Veds, Poorans and 
Tantras,' it is said, 'assert what they may in 
favour of devotion "to the Supreme Being, but 
idol worship has been practised for so many 
centuries that custom renders it proper to continue 
that worship.' It is, however, evident to every 
one possessed of common sense, that custom or 
fashion is quite different from divine faith ; the 
latter proceeding from spiritual authorities and 
correct reasoning and the former being merely 
the fruit of vulgar caprice. What can ju.stify a 
man, who believes in the inspiration of his reli* 
gtous books, in neglecting the direct authorities 
' of the same works, and subjecting himself entirely 
to custom and fashion, which are Ihible to 
"" perpetual changes, and depend upon popular 
: iwhim f 
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" 'I may conclude this subject with an appeal 
to the good sense of my countrymen by asking 
them whose advice appears the most disinterested 
and most rational, — that bf those who, concealing 
)rour Scriptures from you, continually teach you 
thus : ^'believe whatever we may say — don't ex- 
amine or even touch your Scriptures— neglect 
entirely your reasoning faculties — do not only 
consider us, whatever may be our principles, 
as gods on earth, but humbly adore and propiti- 
ate us by sacrihcing to us the greater part ( if 
not the whole ) of your property or that of 
the man who lays your Scriptures and their 
comments, as well as their translations, before 
you, and solicits you to examine their purport, 
without neglecting the proper and moderate use 
of reason ; and to attend strictly to their direc* 
tions, by the rational performance of your duty 
to your sole Creator, and to your fellow-creatures, 
and also to pay true respect to those who think 
and act righteously ? 1 hope no one can be so preju- 
diced as to be unable to discern which advice 
is most calculated to lead him to the best road 
to both temporal and eternal happiness'— pp 
xxi— XXIII. 

"After the. Preface is an introduction, which : 
we lay before the reader as a whole, on account 
of the pure moral feeling which it expresses*. 
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*nrhe physical powers of man are limited ; 
and when viewed comparatively, sink into in* 
s^piificaoce | while in the same ratio bis moral 
faculties rise in our estimation, as embracing a 
wide sphere of action, and possessing a capability 
of almost boundless improvement. If the shmt 
duration of human life be contrasted with the great 
age of the universe, and the limited extent of 
bodily strength with the many objects to which 
there is a necessity of applying it, we must ne* 
cessarily be disposed to entertain but a very hum- 
ble opinion of our own nature ; and nothing, 
perhaps, is so well calculated to restore our jelf* 

^ complacency as the contemplation of our more 
extensive moral powers, together with the highly 
beneficial objects which the appropriate exercise 
of tiiem may produce. On the other hand, sorrow 
and remorse can scarcely fail, sooner or later, to 
be the portion of him who is conscious of having 
neglected opportunities of rendering benefit to 
. his fellow-creatures. From considerations like 
these, it has been that I (although born a BraAmn, 
and instructed in my youth in all the principles 
of that sect), being thoroughly convinced of the 
' lamentable errors of my countrymen, have been 
V atimuk to employ every means in my power 
r : t» improve their minds, and lead them to the 
; ^bio^edge of a purer system of morality. Livlitg 
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constantly among ffindoos of different sects and 
professions, I have had ample opportunity of ob* 
serving the superstitious puerilities into which 
thqr have been thrown by their self-interested 
guides ; who, in defiance of the law as well as of 
common sense, have succeeded but too well in 
conducting them to the temple of idolatry ; and 
while they hid from their view the true substance 
of morality, have infused into their simple hearts 
a weak attachment for its mere shadow. For the 
chief part of the theory and practice of Hindooism, 
I am sorry to say, is made to consist in the ado- 
ption of a peculiar mode of diet, the least aberra- 
tion from which (even though the conduct of the 
offender may in other respects be pure and blame- 
less) is not only visited with the severest censure, 
but actually punished by exclusion from the society 
of his family and friends. In a word, he is doo- 
med to undergo what is commonly called loss of 
caste. On the contrary, the rigid observance of 
this grand article of Hindoo faith, is considered in 
so high alight as to compensate for every moral 
defect. Even the most atrocious crimes weigh 
little or nothing in the balance against the suppo; 
sed guilt of its violation. Murder, theft, or perjury 
though brought home to the party by a judicial 
sentence, so far from inducing loss or caste, is 
visited in their society with no peculiar marl^ of 
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infamy or disgrace. A trifling present to the 
Brakmi'^, commonly called Prayasehit, with the 
performance of a few idle ceremonies, are held as 
a sufficient atonement for all those crimes ; and 
the delinquent is at once freed from all temporal 
inconvenience, as well as all dread of future retribu- 
tion. My reflections upon these solemn truths 
have been most painful for many years. I have 
never ceased to contemplate, with the strongest 
feelings of regret, the obstinate adherence of my 
countrymen to their fatal system of idolatry, in- 
ducing for the sake of propitiating their supposed 
deities, the violation of every humane and social 
feeling. And this -in various instances, but mord 
especially in the dreadful acts of self-destruction, 
and the immolation of the nearest relations, under 
the delusion of conforming to sacred religious 
rites. I have never ceased, 1 repeat, to contemplate 
these practices with the strongest feelings of regret, 
and to view in then the moral debasement of a 
race who, 1 cannot help thinking, are capable of 
better things ; whose susceptibility, patience and 
mildness of character, render them worthy of a 
better destiny. Under these impressions, there- 
fore, 1 have been compelled to lay before them 
genuine translations of parts of their ikripture, 
which inculcates not only the enlightened worship 
of {ins God, but the purest principles o(iuQr9il' 
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tty, accompanied with such notices as I deemed 
requisite to oppose the arguments employed by 
the Brahmins in defence of their beloved system. 
Most earnestly do I pray that the whole may, 
sooner or later, prove eihcient in producing on 
the minds of Hindoos in general, a conviction 
of the rationality of believing in and adoring 
the Supreme Being only ; together with a com- 
plete perception, and practice of that grand and 
comprehensive moral principle, ‘Do unto others as 
ye would be done by.’ " 

This courageous attack on the long-establi- 
shed and prevailing religion of his countrymen 
is most remarkable, when we consider that the 
author of it was brought up in the midst of 
gross idolatry, and with none around him to 
guide him to a purer religion, or to open his 
eyes to its baneful ' nature, in perverting the 
moral nature cf man, and degrading the whole 
system of society. Such an instance is probably 
unparalleled in the history of the world. The 
Hindoo Reformer had entered on a mighty con- 
flict, single handed. Ra.wmohun Roy was speed- 
ily attacked in his own language by an “Apokt- 
gist for the present system of Hindoo worship,” 
and an ’’Advocate for Idolatry, at Madras,” 
vrho published a letter against him in the Madms 
Courier, Notwithstanding all opposition, however. 
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he succeeded in awaking the attention of many 
of his countrymen, by the simple force of truth, 
set forth by his masterly mind. When writing 
to the Editor of the Translation of the Cena 
Upanishad, he says at the close of a letter from 
which extracts were made in the Biographical 
Sketch: — 

" I now with the greatest pleasure inform 
you, that several of my countrymen have risen 
superior to their prejudices j many are inclined 
to seek for the truth ; and a great number of 
those who dissented form me have now coinci- 
ded with me in opinion. The engagement has 
prevented my proceeding to Europe as soon as 
I could wish ; but you may depend upon my 
setUng off for England within a short period 
of time, and if you do not return to India before 
October next, you will most probably receive 
a letter from me informing you of the exact time 
of my departure for England, and of the name 
of the vessel on which I shall embark." 

The European reputation of Rammohun Roy 
as a remarkable man, and a Reformer, was not 
confined to Great Britain. A French pamphlet 
respecting him was forwarded to the Editor Of 
the "MontWy Repository," (xv, 1820^ /by the 
Abb^ Gregoire, formerly Bishop of Blois, and 
which was afterwards inserted in the ^hroniqne 
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ReHgteuse* The biographical part of this pamph* 
let was derived from cmmunications from the 
learned M. D* AcaSTA, then the Editor of The 
Times, at Calcutta. The follovvin;:^ extract pres- 
ents several interesting features of the life of Ram- 
MOHUN Roy, as viewed by a foreigner : — 

"Whatever be the abstract merit of Ram- 
MOHUN Roy, there is, probably, throughout India 
no Brahmin who is less a Hindoo than he ; anti 
thousands of dupes who have suffered the loss of 
their caste have been less offenders against the 
peculiarities of their religion than he. 

"RammOIIUN Roy, considering that youth is 
the period most adapted to the reception of novel- 
ties, either good or bad, has established a school 
at his own expense, where fifty children are taught 
Sanscrit, English, and Geography. How slender 
soever these attempts at reform may appear, they 
will, probably more or less rapidly attain their 
object ; aided as they are by European influence, 
and, above all, by the art of printing. It is against 
the division of his countrymen .into castes that- 
RammoHUN Roy's correcting hand is turned, and 
in that the strength of his judgment is evinced. 
The distinction of castes may be regarded as the 
cement of the polytheism and the other errors 
prevalent in India : let that distinction disappear, 
and all the Hindoo superstitions will crumble 






beneath the touch of human reason. It is the 
divisjoii into castes, carried to a frightful excess^ 
which coosoHdates the Hindoo system, by incor- 
porating it with the daily habits of domestic life# 
In fact, European institutions themselves are not 
altogether exempt from the influence of this vicious 
principle : legitimacy, taken as an absolute rule ; 
hereditary nobility and the privileges of the first- 
born, are the same thing 5 or rather, are remnants 
of it, which cannot without difficulty be destroyed. 

^^Rammohun Roy, adapting his measures to 
the place and (he times in which he lives, as well 
as the sort of men he is attempting to enligiiten, 
does not oppose the institution of castes by ab- 
stract rejisonings ( for they would be useless ), but 
by the authority of the Vcdant, which he is careful 
not to bring into disrepute, and of which he pro- 
fesses to be but the commentator. The discretion 
which regulates his conduct prevents any action 
revolting to the prejudices of his fellow-scctaries, 
or capable of affording an excuse for his exclusion# 
He has, nevertheless, risen above many little- 
nesses : he scruples not to seat himself with an 
European who is eating ; sometimes he even 
invites Europeans to his house, and treats them 
according to their own taste. Far, howfever, 
wishing to lose his Rrahminical dignity, it is upon 
he founds his enterprise; asserting that is 
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hi? duty, as a Brahmin, to instruct his countrymen 
111 the sense and in the real commands of tlfeir 
sacred books. His efforts are directed towards the 
destruction of that prejudice which prevents the 
different castes from eating together. He considers 
that this amelioration is the most essential, and 
will affect every other, even the political^ ameli* 
oration of his country — and this is an object to 
which he is not indifferent. Every six months 
he publishes a little tract, in Bengalee and in 
English, developing his system of theism ; and 
he is always ready to answer the pamphlets 
published at Calcutta or Madras in opposition 
to him. He takes pleasure in this controversy ; 
but although far from deficient in philosophy, 
or in knowledge, he distinguishes himself more 
by his logical mode of reasoning than by his 
general views. He appears to feel the advantage 
which it gives him with the Methodists, some 
of whom are endeavouring to convert him. He 
seems to have prepared himself for his polemical 
career from the logic of the Arabians, which 
he regards as superior to every other ; he ass* 
crts, likewise, that he has found nothing in Euro- 
pean books equal to the scholastic philosophy of 
the Hi|idoos« 

may easily imagine that a man vyho 
ral^d himself so much above the level of 




fi<4- countfymen by his intellectual attainnleifto^ 
cennot exactly resemble them in his conduct. 

; He not only refrains from their superstitfeas 
'.practices ( which is not saying much in his favour, 
he might do so from various causes tiot 
: highly laudable ), but, what is much more impor* 
tant, all his conversation, his actions and man'’ 
ners,e vInce a powerful sentiment of individual 
dignity ; whilst, in general, meanness and feeble- 
ness of mind are characteristic of the Hindoo. 
Influenced, like those around him, with the spirit 
of order, economy and knowledge of the value 
of money, acquired by their mercantile edqcntion. 
Rammohun Roy does n't view the augmenta- 
tion of property as the most important object ' 
his fortune consists of the wealth he received 
form his ancestors: he does not give his mind 
to any kind of commercial speculation. He would 
consider that mode of life beneath his station 
and the duties of a Brahmin. He derives no pecu- 
niary advantage from his works ; and, in all pro- 
. bability, desirous as he may be of power and 
■ distinction, he would not accept of the Govern- 
ment any place that should be merely lucrative > 
iq solicit one,, of any description he would .not 
. co>ndescend. It is not likely, howevm:, ^that ihc 
will make trial of his incliitatioii ) 
not suit the potky of the present mutten 
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rwhose soul is so lofty, and whose ingenuous, 
conversation often shews, in a strain half serious 
anti half jesting, all that he wishes to be able 
. to do for his country. He cultivates a friendly 
connexion with many Europeans, distinguished 
by their rank or their merit ; he appears not 
to seek connexions of any other kind. Within 
the ISst year or two he has been lei<s in society 
than formerij’. 

“Rammohun Roy, as has already been shewn, 
is not yet forty years old j he is tall and robust ; 
his regular features and habitually grave coun- 
tenance assume a most pleasing appearance when 
he is animated. He appears to have a slight 
: disposition to melancholy. The whole of his 
conversation and manners shew, at first sight, 
that he is above mediocrity. He frequently talks 
of going into Europe, but apparently considers 
it desirable first to mulify so far the prejudices , 
of his countrymen that he may not by that , 
voyt^e, which is regarded as unlawful, expose* 
himself to excommunication. It is very doubtftil 
viiie^er he will succeed in this attempt } the hope,; ' 
-tiow^r, which he cherishes, is a decided proof of 
-tht6 (^racter of his mind. • • 

. " Is singular that this philosophic indiitn> who, . 

hill been shewn in this little sketch, has ^nlar* -.. 
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gie4 V«e\V8 respecting the amelioratton of the nfcit 
' of''hUcOHtttrjr, has not the least idea ^ 

/viog the females > of whom he avoids even the ^ 
v' 'ijntsiftion. We must suppose that this sort of - 
peejudice^ inspired by the Shasters, though 
:ygeneral amongst the Hindoos, has been perpe* 
.-''tuated in so enlightened a mind only by the 
; circumstances of Rammouun Roy’s domestic 
. lifet it is known that every member of his family 
verifies the proverb, by opposing with the great* 
est vehemence all his projects of reform. None 
: of them, not even his wife, would accompany 
; him to Calcutta ; in consequence of which he 
rarely visits them in •liordouan, where they reside. 

; Tlicy have disputed with him even the supetin* 

^ tendencR of the education of his nephews ; and 
his fanatical mother shews as much ardour in 
her incessant opposition to him, as he displays 
; in ' his attempts to destroy the idolatry of the 
Hindoos, 

“Calcutta, Nov. 8, 1818.”* 

A testimony from a different source is not less 
interesting ; it has been already alluded to in 
: ,the Biographical Sketch. It is taken from p. io6 
^\ofA "Journal ot a Route across India, through 
to England, in the years i8lf And' 
By Lieut.— Col. FlTZCLARENCE* iSlpi-- 
“Monthly Repositefi^,* Vol. itv. pp. »— 




; ^here has never been^ to aiy knowledge; ' 
an. instance of any Hindoo of condition or cute< 
being converted to our faith. The only conver- 
sion of any kind,, if it can be called so, that 
.has come within my observation was that of a 
high-caste Brahmin, of one of the first families 
in. the country, who is not only perfect master 
of the Sanscrit, but has gained a thorough 
acquaintance with the Engli.sh language and liter? : 
ature, and has openly declared that the Brahminl* 
cal religion is in its purity a pure Deism, and 
not the gross polytheism into which it has 
degenerated. I became well acquainted with him,^ 
and admire his talents and acquirements. His 
eloquence in our language is very great, and 
1 am told he is still more admirable in Arabic 

A 

and Persian. It is remarkable, that he has 
studied and thoroughly understands the politics 
of Europe, but more particularly those of Engl- ^ 
and ; and the last time I was in his company 
he argued forcibly against a standing army in a ^ 
free country, and quoted all the arguments 
brought forward by the Members of the Opposit- - 
ion. I think that be is in many respects a most 
extraordinary person. In the first place, he is a 
rdigimis reformer, who has, amongst a people 
mciie Ibagoted than those of Europe In the middle. . 
agtS| l^rCd to think for himself.. His lear^‘iig 




i#fa^ as he is not only eonver^t 
Mth the liest books in English, Arabic/ Skmeritj 
Ifei^lee an^ Hlndoostanee, but has even studied 
' thetoric in Arabic and English and quotes LoCKB 
*';'’iiiod Bacon on ail occasions. From the view 
/'he' thus takes of the religion, manners and 
' tattoms of so many nations, and from his having 
f observed the number of different modes of add* 

' ressing and worshipping the Supreme Being, he 
naturally turned to his own faith with an 
Unprejudiced mind, found it perverted with the 
religion of the Vedas to a gross idolatry, and 
was not afraid, though aware of the conseqae>ices 
to publish to the world in Bengalee and 
:• English his feelings and opinions on the subject ; 

of course he was fully prepared to meet the 
• host of interested enemies who from sordid 
motives, wished to keep the lower classes in a 
state of the darkest ignorance. I have understood 
that, his family have quitted him — that he 
has been declared to have lost caste— and is for 
the present, as all religious reformers must 
be for a time, a mark to be scoffed at. To a 
, man of his sentiments and rank this loss of 
; ' caste must be particularly painful, but at Calcutta 
'he associates with the English: he is, ttowi^tir, 
'cat off from all familiar and domestic 

indeed, from all commlinicattoa cffahy 



; kind with his relations and former friends. ’ 
name is Rammohun Roy. He is partiojilflfliy ^ 
handsome, not of a very dark complexion, ^of- 
a fine person, and most courtly manners. He 
professes to have no objection to eat and Uve 
as we do, but refrains from it, in order not 
expose himself to the imputation of having , 
changed his religion for the good things of 
this world. He will sit at table with us while 
the meat is on it, which no other Brahmin will 
do. He continues his native dress, but keeps a 
carriage, being a man of some property. He ,fs 
very desirous to visit England and enter one 
of our universities where 1 shall be most anxious 
to see him, and to learn his ideas of our country, 
its manners and customs.” 

We have already seen, in the introductory 
Biographical Sketch how gradually the mind of 
thereat Hindoo Reformer became attracted to 
Christianity ; how he devoted some of the most ; 
important years of his life to the study of Hebrew ^ 
and Greek, that he may himself judge of tlie reel' • 
meaning of the Christian Scriptures ; and hosir, 
.being eventually fully satisfied that they taught 
. nothing inconsistent with pure monotheism, to 
.. presented to his countrymen, as their *^guide . to 
.-limKcl and happiness,” his "Precepts of jesto.” . 

L atv. p. 7I. . 






To this he refers in the following extract from ,» 
tejtter da.tei Calcutta, Sept. 5, 1820 

^*As to the opinion intimated by Sir SAMUEL 
respecting the medium course in Christian 
v4dgmas, 1 never have attempted to oppose it. 
rj:i regret only that the followers of Jesus, in general, 
'^'should have paid much greater attention to inquiries 
after his nature than to the observance of his 
commandments, when we are well aware that no 
human acquirements can §ver discover the nature 
even of the most common and visible things, and, 
iQoreover, that such inquiries are not enjoined by 
the divine revelation* 

*'On this consideration I have compiled serveral 
.passages of the New Tesatment which I thought 
essensial to Christianity, and published them under 
■the designation of Precepts of Jesus, at which the 
Missionaries at Shrainampoor have expressed 
great displeasure, and called me, in their review 
of the tract, an injurer of the cause of truth. 
I wap, therefore, under the necessity of defending 
myself in an 'Appeal to the Christian Public,* a 
few copies of which tracts I have the preasure to 
send- you, under the care of Captain S— — and 
intreat your acceptance of them." 

The writings of Rammohun Roy and the 
controversy which they excited attiacted so much 
liotice In British India, that an atricle appeared 




ikniUsh " 

on the subject in the Asiatic Department of the 
Calcutta Journal of Politics and General Literature/ 
No. VIIL, for Aug* 1821. Long and very interesting 
extracts are made from this and other Indian 
papers in the ‘^Monthly Repository*^ for 1822, Voh 
XVII, pp* 393—400. Though the whole of this 
might be very important and interesting in an 
extended memoir, yet space prevents our doing 
more than copy the following letter, which occurs 
in the Journal of August i, 1821, pp. 405, 4061— 
**To the Editor of the Calcutta Journal. 

**SlR, — Ram Moiiun Rov may be known by 
name to most of your readers, and it is probable^ 
that many of them have heard he has forsaken the 
idolatry and all the superstitions of the Hindoos 4 
but excepting those who arc personally acquainted 
with, him, few are likely to be duly informed of 
his acquirements, his conduct, and his present 
religious belief* The Second Appeal to the Chris- ; 
tian Public in defence of the Trecepts of Jesus/ a 
work lately published by him, will make us 
acquainted with his religious belief, wilt enable 
us to form some idea of his acquirements, and 
cannot fail of producing in every Christiai^^ 
regard for the author,and a strong interest concern*^ 
ing s6 illustrious an individual % and the more 
we Icirn of his conduct the more will he be raised 
In our estimation. 







^‘The worthy motives by which RAMlKMlUlf 
^ RoV is Mtuated, have caused him to print the 
.work id question, and several previous works, at 
. his own expense, to distribute them among his 
"/SM^bisintance and such other persons as are 
^fmktdy to take an interest in the important 
> Subjects on which he has written. His last publi* 
Ration, that above-mentioned, is too large to be 
’ reprinted in a newspaper but its contents are so 
important, and do the author so much credit, that 
i hope some competent person will prepare a 
compendium therof, and have the same published in 
ih 6 Ca&ufta Journal In the mean time, you will 
^oblige me by printing the two portions which 
accompany this letter : the first portion commen* 
cesin p- iS9j and ends in p 164 ; the other 
commences in p lys, and extends to the end of 
the work. If such persons as on reading these 
.extracts feel a sufficient interest to desire to peruse 
the ’work with attention, apply to the author for 
copies, it is probable he will readily comply with 
their 'request, as far as the number of copies 
: printed will adroit. 

. '*Here we observe an individual, born and bred 
Mp a country benighted under the most gross 
' and superstition, who, by a just ase of 

|;^|||ilvbnderatanding which our gradous Creator 
maukind to guide them to all . 





having discovered the falsehood of that system of 
idolatry and the absurdity of those superstitions, 
conscientiously abandoned both, and thereby 
subjected himself to inconveniences and dangers 
of which persons living in more enlightened societies 
can hardly form an idea. Next, he directed his 
attention to the Christian religion ; and that same 
just and honest use of his understanding, which 
discovered the falsehood and absurdity of idolatry 
and superstition, satisfied him that fesus was the 
Messiah, that he was employed by God to reveal 
his will to men, and to make known to them the 
only true religion. He observed the internal and 
historical evidence of Christanity to be such as 
demonstrated its truth. Blessed with the light of 
Christianity, he dedicates his time and his money 
not only to release his countrymen from the state 
of degradation in which they exist,but also to diffuse 
among the European masters of his country, the 
sole true religion — as it was promulgated by 
Christ, his apostles and his disciples. 

•A Firm Believer in Christ. 
“Calcutta, 12, 1821.“ , 

"the Hindoo Refotmer having fully satisiSed 
himMlf of the importance of the Christian Religion, 
devoted himself earnestly to support it, and 
enteled into communication on the subject pot' 

■ V c • ' 






orily with England bat with the United State*. 
In a letter addressed by him to a gentleman of 
' Baltimore dated Calcutta, October 27, l&22t be 
; aay» { vide "Monthly Repository* for 1825, Vol, 
xvm., p. 433 ) 

"I have now every reason to hope, that the 
'■ truths of Christianity will not be much longer 
. kept hidden under the veil of heathen doctrines 
and practices, gradually introduced among the 
followers of Christ, since many lovers of truth 
are zealously engaged in rendering the religion of 
Jesus clear from corruptions. ♦ • • I rely 
much on the force of truth, which will, 1 am sure, 
ultimately prevail. Our number is comparatively 
small, but I am glad to inform you, that none of 
them can be justly charged with the want of zeal 
and prudence. 

"I wish to add, in order that ycu may set ms 
right, if you find me mistaken, — my view of 
Christianity is, that in representing all mankind 
as the children of one eternal father, it enjoins 
them to love one another, without making any 
distinction of country, caste, colour, or creed ; not- 
withstanding, they may be justified in the sight 
- of the Creator in manifesting their respect towards 
. eKwh other, according to the propriety Of their 
' ^.Ocltons, and the reasonableness of (heir rei^ious 
. :':Oj|[^Rions and obsetvan 


*I shall loose no time in sending you my 
Final Appeal to the Christian Public, as soon as 
it is printed.* 

In a second letter (Dec. 9, 182) RammohUN 
Roy remarks i— 

'Although our adversaries are both numerous 
and zealous, as the adversaries of truth always 
have been, yet our prospects are by no means 
discouraging, if we only have the means of 
following up what has already been done. 

"We confidently hope that, through these 
various means, the period will be accelerated, 
when the belief in the Divine Unity, and in the 
mission of Christ, will universally prevail,* 

We have already seen, in the Biographical 
Sketch, that Rammohun Rov was not allowed 
to print his "Final Appeal" at the Baptist Missio- 
nary Press, and to give it to the public, at his 
own expense he set up a Unitarian Press at 
Dhnrmtollah.a It was subsequently published in 
London by the Unitarian Society in a large octavo 
volume, together with the "First and Second 
Appeal," the "Precepts of Jesus,” and the prefaces 
of the author. The final paragraphs of the work 
are^ highly characteristic : — 

. tender my humble thanks for the Editor*8 

Ah origisal copy of the first work issued from it » in the 

posmsion of the Editor of this work, having b«m sent Iw ibt, 
aoMe aathor to her father, the late Rev. ' Dr. CiKntlfT|!K.- 
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kind suggestion, in inviting me to adopt the 
doctrine of the Holy Trinity ; but I am sorry to 
find that lam unable to benefit by his advice. 
After I have long relinquished every idea of a 
plurality of Gods, or of the persons of the God- 
head, taught under dififerent systems of modern 
Hindooism, I cannot conscientiously and consis- 
: tently embrace one of a similar nature, though 
greatly refined by the religious reformations of 
modern times ; since whatever arguments can be 
adduced against a plurality of Gods strike with 
equal force against the doctrine of a plurality of 
persons of the Godhead ; and, on the other h?nd, 
whatever excuse may be pleaded in favour of a 
plurality of persons of the Deity, can be offered 
with equal propriety in defence of polytheism. 

*'I now conclude my essay by offering up 
, thanks to the Supreme Disposer of the events 
of this universe for having unexpectedly delivered 
this country from the long-continued tyranny 
of its former rulers, and placed it under the 
government of the English, a nation who not only 
are blessed with the enjoyment of civil and political 
liberty, but also interest themselves in promoting 
; ; liberty and social happiness, as well as free inquitry 
into literary and religious subjects, among those 
‘. ' .nations to which their influence extends.* ♦ 

- > . I . ; ; ' 

‘ 'fM<mthly Repository,** 18331 1 fOl- p. 479. 
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The satisfaction which Rammohun Rot 
received form the mark of appreciation showU 
him by the publication of his work in England^ 
n shown by the following extract from a letter 
from him to Dr, T, Rees^ of London ( vide 
^^Moiithly Repository/ 1824, Vol, xix,, pp, 68I, 
682 ) t— 

“Reverend Sir,— I received your letter of 
the ]6th June last, accompanied by a parcel of 
books to my address, with feelings of peculiar 
gratification. I cannot but be proud of the honour 
which the Committee have conierred upon me 
in reprinting my compilation of ^The Precepts 
of Jesus/ and the two Appeals in its defence, 

I beg you will oblige me by communicating to 
the members my warm acknowledgments for 
so distinguished a mark of their approbation, 

I also beg you will accept my best thanks 
for your valuable present of the Racovian Cate* 
ch^sm, which 1 shall not fail to read with due 
attention. 

*1 have no language to express the happiness 
I derive form the idea that so many friends 
of truth, both in England and America, are 
engaged in attempting to free the originally 
pure, simple and practical religion of Christ 
ftodi the heathenish doctrines and absurd notions 
gradually introduced under the Roman po\yer| 






tihd I sincerely pray that the success of tho^e 
^ittlemen may be as great as ( if not greater 
than ) that of Luther and others, to whom 
the religious world is indebted for laying the 
firist stone of religious reformation, and having 
recommended the system of distinguishing div* 
ine authority from human creeds, and the prac- 
tice of benevolence from ridiculous outward obser- 
vances* 

The effect of his zealous devotion to the 
' cause of truth on his worldly position, both 
with his countrymen and English residents, may 
be easily imagined. He bore it all nobly and 
unflinchingly. The following testimony to him 
bn this point is valuable. It is from Mr. J. S. 
Buckingham, who, from his arrival in India, 
in June, i8i8, had ample opportunities of know- 
ing him. It is from a letter dated 68 Baker Street, 
Portman Square, London, Aug. 4, 1823: — 

"Rammohun Roy might have had abundant 
opportunities of receiving rewards from the Indian 
Government, in the shape of offices and appoint- 
ments, for his mere neutrality ; but being as 
remarkable for his integrity as he is for his 
attainments, he has, during the five years that 
1 have known him, and that too most intifnately 
and confidentially, pursued his arduous task of 
endeavouring to irhprove his countrymen, to 




beat down snperstitfoni and to hasten as nuicll 
as possible those reforms in the religion and 
government of his native land of which both 
stand in almost equal need. He has done all 
this, to the great detriment of his private inter- 
ests, being rewarded by the coldness and jealousy 
of all the great functionaries of Church and 
State in India, and supporting the Unitarian 
Chapel — the Unitarian Press — and the expense 
of his own publications, besides other charitable 
acts, out of a private fortune, of which he devotes 
more than one-third to acts of the purest philan- 
thropy and benevolence. 

^'I am ready to meet any man living and con- 
firm verbally what I here commit to writing for 
your use ; for nothing will delight roe more than 
to do justice to one whom I honour and esteem as 
1 do this excellent Indian Christian and philo- 
sopher.* * 

The progress made by Rammohun Rov In 
drawing attention to liberal Christianity attracted 
comiderabte attention in the United States, and 
the Rev. Dr. WARE, Professor of Divinity in 
Harvard College, addressed a number of questitms 
to him and to Mr. Adam respecting the best, 
me&od of promoting the cause of Christianity in 


^‘Monthly Repositwy* 183} Vot. XVllI., p 44a. 






India. B^^pUes were made to these at considerably 
length and published. 

Tbe following are extracts from the corres> 
pondence. In RammohUn Roy's letter to Dr. 
Ware, dated Calcutta, Feb. 2, 1824, is the follow- 
ing characteristic passage : — 

„ "I have now prepared such replies to those 
! queries as my knowledge authorizes and my con- 
science permits ; and now submit them to your 
judgment. There is one question at the concluding 
part of your letter ( to wif, ‘Whether it be desirable 
that the inlEibitants of India should be converted 
to Christianity ; in what degree desirable, and for 
what reasons f ) which I pause to answer, as I 
nra led to believe, from reason, what is set forth 
in scripture, that ‘in every nation he that feareth 
" God and worketh righteousness is accepted with 
him,' in whatever form of v’orship he may have 
been taught to glorify Gt>d. Nevertheless, I pre- 
sume to think, that Christianity, if properly in- 
culcated, has a greater tendency to improve the 
moral, social and political state of mankind, than 
any other religious system." — Corresp,, p. 12$, 
Jt29, 

■j The following passages are from his replies 

''The chief causes which prevent the natives 
: from changing their religion, are the stamp 

are found in the numerous .class of Christians.. 





who are unable to give an answer to any man that 
asketh the reason of the hope they profess, via., 
their reliance on the sanctity of the books received 
among them as revealed authorities, and the varies 
ty of prejudices planted in their minds in the 
early part of life. These are strongly supported 
by the dread of the loss of caste^ the consequence 
of apostacy, which separates a husband from his 
wife, a father from his son, and a mother from 
her daughter. Besides, the doctrines which the 
Missionaries mantain and preach are less con- 
formable with reason than those professed by 
Moosuhnans, and in several points are equally 
absurd with the popular Hindoo creed. Hence 
there is no rational inducement for either of these 
tribes to lay aside their respective doctrines, and 
adopt those held up by the generality of Christians.*^ 
— Corresp., p. 1 34. 

'"^Unitarian Christianity is not exposed to the 
last-mentioned objections • for even those who are . 
inimical to every religion admit that the Unitarian 
system is more conformable to the human under* 
standing than any other known creed. But the 
other obstacles above-mentioned must remain 
unshaken, until the natives are enabled by the 
dtfTasion of. knowledge to estimate, by comparing 
one religion with another, their respective iheritA* 
and jid vantages, and to relinquish their division^ as 




: ' destructive of national union &s of social etijojr* 

■ laedt^—Carresp., p. 134. 

It is probable that many English friends of 
enlightenment had put themselves into commnni* 
;^,<^tion with the Hindoo Reformer before his arrival 
‘ in England. The length of time which has elapsed 
since his death makes it very difficult to discover 
traces of the correspondence which doubtless took 
place between them and him. The following 
letter to the late J, B. Estlin, Esq., of Bristol, 

, ,for which we are indebted to his daughter, will be 

■ *'read with interest : — 

'"Dear Sir, — Mrs. Matthew being about to 
depart for Europe,* has kindly offered to . take 
, charge of any letter or pamphlet that 1 may 
address to you. I embrace this opportunity of 
acknowledging the receipt of your letter and of 
the books, your excellent father’s Lectures on 
Moral Philosophy, &c., which I had the honor to 
revive through Mrs. Matthew upwards of two 
years ago, and apologizing to you for the delay 
which has unavoidably taken place in answering 
your kind communication. For a period of more 
than two years, owing to the most affecting circums^ 
timces arising from the hostile feelings of some 
-^individuals towards my family, I found VtiySelf 
;:.;ldtally unable to pursue any undertaking orcari^ 
.correspondence, even ndth those whom. P 





aince»!y loved and revered, either resid{n||r 
this country or in any other part of the globe. 
49 I intend to lay those circumstances before the 
public within a short period in the form of a 
pamphlet, 1 refrain from detailing them at present. 

I however trust that in consideration of the 
accident alluded to you will kindly excuse the 
apparent neglect of which I confess I am guilty, 
and. for which I have no other apology to offer, 

"I rejoice to learn that the friends of the cause 
of religious truth have exerted themselves in the 
promotion of the true system of religion in India, 
and have remitted about 15,000 rupees to the care 
of Mes.srs. Alexander and Co. for religious 
purposes, and that the Rev. Mr. Adam hopes to 
be enabled to resume his missionary pur-suits by the 
latter end of this month. The time of a fair trial is 
approaching, and truth 1 doubt not will expose 
the corruptions and absurd notions which have 
gradually disfigured genuine Christianity, and have, 
brought it to a level with heathen mythology. 1 am 
happy to inform you that the books which you 
kindly presented me with were deservedly placed 
in our Library, under the care of the Rev, Mr. 
Adam, a few copies of the Improved Versimit 
wUl i)e of much use to our friends here. The Rev. 
l^r*t)Fbx has intimated bis intention, to Curnitb'* 
III a certain number of that work. 
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^'Should you happen to see Dr. CARFiSMTERi' 
you will oblige me by presenting my best respects 
to that gentleman. I shall soon embrace an 
opportunity of bringing myseif in writing to hts 
' , reboHection. 

have the pleasure to send you a copy of a 
pamphlet ( a Bengalee Grammar in English ) which 
has lately been published, and beg you will accept 
of it as a token of the regard and respect I enter* 

. tain for you. With my fervent wishes for your 
health and success, I remain, 

"Dear Sir, 

"Yours most faithfully, 

"Rammohun Rot, 
"Calcutta, Fc 6 . yth, 1827.” 

Such are a few of the English impressions of 
the Hindoo Reformer, as gathered from the notices 
. of him which reached us previously to his taking 
up his abode in our own country. W'e cannot 
close this chapter better than with the following 
tribute to him, when his health was proposed 
frCm the Chair at the annual anniversary of the 
British and Foreign Unitarian Associarion, in 
May, 1826 : — 

"Mr. Arnott said, I hope to be exdised for 
'' ^zing this opportunity of bearing testimony, to. 
.' the* inestimable character of the person whose 
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health you have now drunk. His high and exalted 
talents are already known in Europe by his works ; 
but it is those only who have known him perso* 
nally, and who have enjoyed his conversation, 
that can form a true estimate of his character. 
It is not his talents only, although they have 
excited the admiration of eveiy part of the world, 
but his virtues, his enlightened and benevolent 
heart, which raise him as much above others in 
philanthropy as in natural or acquired attain- 
ments.’" ♦ 


• “Monthly Repository," I826, Vol. XXl., p. 369. 
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Chapter II. 


ARRIVAL IN ENGLAND AND RESIDENCE 
IN LONDON. 


The aarrival of the illustrions Hindoo Reformer 
in our country was anxiously anticipated by all 
who had become acquainted with him through 
the Mjj^ious channels which have been laid before 
the reader. The nature of his labours, and the 
; distance of the scene of them, naturally prevented 
his being an object of popular enthusiasm nor, 
if that had been excited in his favour, would he 
have desired the public demonstrations of admira- 
tion and respect which were recently accorded to 
the great Italian patriot. But tlie reception given 
to him, though of a widely different kind, must 
have been no less gratifying to him at the time, 
and to his countrymen since his departure. The 
highest honours were publicly accorded to him, 
and a place was awarded to him among the fore- 
ign ambassadors at the coronation of the sovc5^ 
reign ; persons the most remarkable for iheir 
^iwial standing and literary eminence sought his 
and highly esteemed the privilege of 
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intercourse with him he was received into our 
English homes not only as a distinguished guest, 
but as a friend ; and when he was prostrated on 
the bed of sickness and of death in a foreign 
land, he was surrounded with the most loving 
attentions, tended with the most anxious solici- 
tude, and finally laid in the grave surrounded 
with true mourners, who felt him akin to them 
in spirit, if not connected with him by the ties of 
earthly relationship. 

At this distance of time, however, when more 
than forty years have passed, and swept away so 
large a portion of the generation then eating, 
it is extremely difficult to collect memonals of 
his eventful visit, the first of the kind which had 
ever been paid to our country. The answers to 
inquiries on the subject have constantly been that 
some relative or friend was in frequent and highly 
interesting comnpiunications with the celebrated 
llrahmin, and could have given abundant ipfotma- 
tion, — but that he is dead i The gentlemen at 
whose house Rammohun Rov resided in London, 
and who -were on terms of intimate iriendsbip . 
with, him, could have afforded the most important 
information respecting his pursuits there ; but 
.they have long since passed away* Those. that 
stilUi remain and had the privilege of kuovvj^: 

. him, were generally too young at the time' to havift. 
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. entered sufficiently fully into his general objects^ 
and therefore cannot throw much light on the 
; manner in which he carried’^them out. From some 
. of these, however, very interesting reminiscences 
. have been received, narrated with an exactness 
which shows how deep must have been the impres- 
sion which they made. From these and from such 
incidental notices as appeared at the period, 
especially from the work of the Rev. Dr. CARPEN- 
TER already alluded to, our materials must be 
drawn. 

do not find any record of the few years 
preceding the arrival of Rammohun Ro\ in 
Fngland. We have seen that he had contempla- 
ted this visit during a long period, and doubtless 
had been making preparation for its accompli- 
shment. The lawsuit which he had been carrying 
on for some time in reference to his caste had 
doubtless a direct bearing on his projected voyage. 
We urtderstand, that strictly speaking, the mere 
circumstance of leaving the country is regarded 
as involving loss of caste ; he was probably 
anxious to establish that this is not necessarily 
the case, and succeeded he retained his rank, 

' and to the very last he was habitually careful 
while in our country to avoid every thing that 
: could be construed into an act exposing hiin 
' Jtp 1<^ of caste, and be was constantly aUended 
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upon hy a Brahiain, who would of course report 
infringement of regulations. We have already seeh 
that his motive in this, was not any lingering 
attachment to the superstitions of bis country, 
or to early associations but a desire to avoid every 
thing which might impair his usefulness among 
his countrymen, or diminish the influence of his 
teachings. 

The immense diflicuity of the enterprise at 
that period is proved by the fact, that we do 
not hear of any other Hindoo of high caste 
visiting this country since the death of Ram- 
MOHUN Roy, until, in 1841 or 1842, his friend, 
DWAUKANATH Tagore, came to England J and 
in 1845 four native Indian Medical Students 
accompanied hither Dr. HENRY GOODBYE, the 
founder of the Medical College in Calcutta. It 
is only at the present time, when a number of 
courageous young men have determined mutually 
to support each other in casting off the shackles 
of superstition and caste, and that a few have 
pioneered the way, rendering the undertaking 
practicable and comparatively easy, that such 
an enterprise has been regarded otherwise than 
with the greatest dread. It is necessary to rem* 
emlber this, fully to realize the courage of the 
Hkdoo Reformer. 

King of Delhi availed himself of* the 
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opportunity afforded by Rammohun Roy's 
visit to England to urge certain claims on the 
British Government^ and conferred upon him 
the title of Rajah, or Prince, by which he 
was commonly known in this country, RAM- 
MOHUN Roy being the only Indian Prince known 
among us. 

It was on April 8th, 1831, that Rajah 

Rammohun Roy landed in our country, at 
Liverpool. He was at once invited by WILLIAM 
RathbonE, Esq to take up his residence at 
the hospitable abode of Greenbank, which has 
been honoured by the presence of so many 
illustrious strangeri? who have there found a 
home ; he preferred however to be independent, 
and at Radley's Hotel he was visited by many 
who desired at once to give him a respectful 
greeting. There are some who still treasure the 
remembrance of being among his earl/ visitors. 
One of these, now a grey headed man, recollected 
when a young midshipman, on arriving at Calcutta 
going to visit the magnificent residence and groun- 
ds of the Brahmin, who was even then celebrated j 
it vvas in the Circular Road, at the eastern extre- 
mity of the town. He did not see the master of 
‘ the mansion, but he picked up in the large aviary 
a relic in remembrance of the distinguidhed man, 
which he still treasures. The Rajah was pleased 
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to meet on his arrival one even in comparatively 
humble rank, who had visited his country and 
his own home. Those who had watched with deep 
interest his religious progress eagerly welcomed 
him. The brief narrative of a most interesting 
interview with the celebrated WILLIAM RosCOE 
is happily preserved in the Memoir of that eminent 
man by his son, Henry Roscoe : — 

''It will be recollected/’ says the biographer,, 
“that at a very early period of his life Mr. RoscoE 
had collected the moral precepts of the New 
Testament into a small volume, to which he gave 
the title of 'Christian Morality, as contained in 
the Precepts of the New Testament , in the 
Language of Jesus Christ.’ In the decline of 
i life this youthful attempt was recalled to his 
mind by a work of a similar character pro- 
ceeding from a very unlooked for quarter. 
This was 'The Precepts of Jesus/ collected, 
arranged, and published at Calcutta by a learned 
Brahmin, Rammoniiun Rov, who, having be- 
come a convert to Christianity, endeavoured in 
this manner to recommend the religion of Christ 
to his countrymen. The character and history of 
this extraordinary man excited in the highest 
degiiee the interest and the admiration of Mr* 
Roj^OE. Not only had he emancipated his mjind. 
from the dark and cruel superstitions in which he , 



/ 'n . ^ ' i ' ; m ., vv 

v^il bi|Mtn edttc he had ctiltivat^ 

;.. ihfeftect 'to a degree which few of the nativei of 
^;:'fifiiore favoured climes attain. For the purpos^'df 
;^|!^dyin|^ the Scriptures he had rendered hlm^f 
with the Hebrew and the Greek, and had 
f- ihtproved his mind by the study of various bran* 
A cbes of knowledge. But these were his least 
> merita The great excellence of his character 
. consisted !n his enlarged views with regard to the 
' Welfare and improvement of his species, and in 
v ' the benevolent zeal with which he promoted every 
>;„ project for the extension of education and of 
■ useful knowledge amongst the inhabitants of India. 

/ ‘Of this zeal he gave a striking proof in the erection 
/. of a printing-press at Calcutta, at which his own 
'work, ‘The Precepts of Jusus,’ and other volumes 
'/ calculated to extend the infl-aence of Christianity 
, Valnongst the Hindoos, were printed. 

. , > Kj^ ls not surprising that with a man of thfs 

high and enlightened character Mr. ROSCOE should 
' be desirous of communicating; and accordin^y 
- be .took advantage of the opportunity of one of 
friends (the late Mr. Thomas HodgsqK 
j// I^ETeHER of Liverpool) proceeding to India,; 
/^tp transmit to Kammohun Roy a small c^llectioii 
0^;.; bis ' .works, " which he accompanied with the 
I^Howing letter t—> . 

- ^ I have not tW bdnour pfbebig . 


'■' . '"4 .''V'.' ■’■’/“'■ " . •ui-n--Tn 

\ j|(9Q4w ^yott> I am no Stranger to your wtitii^ '; 
itor lto tbo uniform an4 noble manner in wltlc^.; 
you have asserted the cause or true and gentiifl^ 

, Christianity, against the sophisms and absurdities 
^.tlu^ wljp would persuade us that thiy are tito 
only objects of the benevolence of the greaS 
Creator and Common Father of all HU ^ofi&pring. 
It aeems strange even to myself that so long 
time has elapsed, in which I have been aware how . 
nearly my opinions on religious s<ibjects have 
agreed with your own, without introducing myaetf 
to your acquaintance. The fact is, that within 
the first twenty years of a life which is now verging 
on its seventy-eighth year, I had devoted myself 
to die task of forming, as far as possible, a com^ 
plete code of moral conduct from the precepts of 
Jesus Christ as given in the New Testament, iti 
his own words ; in which I had made a consider* 
bleijMTOgress ; and although circumstances prevent* 
ed |ny completing it, yet the impression wh|;^ 
the^attempt made bn my own mind convin^d. 
m^ that true Christianity consists alone in doing ' 
thd^ill of our Father which is in heaven, whiplt 
Wil|^ not only sufficiently, but most powerfully 

/ that sacred volume. 

V' f f |n ripw yea”, ns the affairs of the 
mg|ged my attention, 1 have t^n 

of d^e greet sub{ects of human into^y 



written arid puWished <m politic ^ 
.ji^priideriee^ history, criticisoi, sdenpe,, arid 
' according to the measure of . , my 

. /iahshttes^ and with the ^nsciousness, in what^iSf 
,fjdi;.partmefit I have been engaged, of, having 
^"i pjj^araoted, to the best of my power, the improve- 
-; ;ihent and happiness of ray fellow-creatures. 

"'Some of these works 1 would even flatter 

- triyself may, perhaps, have occurred to your 
' notice i but at all events,- that I may not suffer 
If the little that remains to me of this life to pass 

.vjauray without being better known to you, and 
having at present a favourable opportunity of 

V sending you a few 'volumes on various subjects 
i.' that may give you a tolerable idea how I have 

employed, I have made up a specimen 

V ef roy writings, which I have to desire, you will 
Yraicept as the gift of one friend to another j in 

- prtidr. that, if they should be received in the 
same spirit in which they are sent, they may 
in fact diminish the barrier which Providence 

s haa placed between us, and introduce us to the 
• 'Stu^ty of each other, to be united, during , pur 
; fptttrc Uves; as true and faithful followers , 
s’liflipr common Master. , , ■ ■ 

"'The ppportunity to which I hav^ a^c 
' ^d®^ ***?^ °^ * young^ friend vfho is ,ahc^ 

\ ;,’tei^epart ftwn'. hence'.' on Y0ra^e,..to 




whtire It }a hU intehtion to take tip his resIdoiM ! 
ilia mercantile capacity, and who is desirPul ' 
ah introduction to yon, for the freedom of 
which' f must trust myself to your Indulgence. 

• * • '#a ■ ' 

** ‘ We have, for some time past, been flattered 
with hopes of seeing you in this kingdom, but 
I fear I am not destined to have that pleasure* 

At all events, it will be a great gratification to . 
me if 1 should survive the attacks of the paralytic' ' 
complaint, under which 1 have now laboured 
for some years, till I hear that you have received > j 
this very sincere mark of the deep respect and 
attachment which I have so long entertained for 
you, and which I hope to renew in a happier 
state of being. 

“ 'I am, my dear Sir, 

>'* ‘Your assured friend and fellow-christian, 

; « Rl 

*'?To the celebrated and learned 


"Rammohun Roy, C alcutta.’” 

^‘Before this letter could reach its destinitkHi 
Mri' Roscoe had the unexpected gratification of 
belong that the extraordinary person to whomr iR; 

addressed was already on his vpyagp tp 
Ru|e^. This fnteUigence was quickly fofloWed 
by Us arrival at Liverpool, where h^s'cbiaritctm^^ 
shfibg appearance excited much curk^y Afid! 


Tb« inte^Jew between jUiga aod 
;3^|$SCbE, will never be forgotten^W tho« 
Iv^inesc^ it After the usual gesture of eastern ' 
;a^tation, and with a mixture of oriental express ' 
Rammohdn Roy said, 'Happy and proud 
I— proud and happy to behold a man 

wj^e fame has extended not only over 

C. Europe, but over every part of the world.* 

t' *! bless God,’ replied Mr* RoscoE, 'that I have 

f beiSn permitted to live to see this day. Their 
conversation chiefly turned upon the objects which 
' ' had led Rammohun ' Roy to this country, and 
'"'in the course of it he displayed an intimate acqua* 

/ . Jhtance with the political and commercial state of 
England* 

•The visit of the Rajah to Liverpool was a 
f : yiiy short one, from his anxiety to be present 
i' ai tte third reading of the Reform Bill, and at 
',- thd debates on the subject of India; and on 
. jill. departure for London be carried with Mm 
^v thlt following letter from Mr. RoscOE to Lord 
l.yl&ad-DG'HAM 

^ ^ have the great honour and very singular 

phHunue of introducing to your Lordship’s kind 
and attention the bearer of i 

and learned ' RamMOHUN *Roy,* wlhd if ; 
arrived, here... from Calcutta, and of 'whcpt'-' 
alrrady have frequently heard 
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iBiistfious conVirt from Hindooism to Christianity* ^ 

■ -'and the aathor of the selections, from the New 
Testament of “The Precepts of Jesus* 5 by the ' 
piibiicatio|i and diffusion of which amongst the 
natives of the East reasonable hopes are now 
entertained, that in a. short time, the shocking 
system and cruel practices of Paganism will he 
abolished, and the people of those populous regibha - 
be restored to the pure and simple precepts ' 
morality and brotherly love. Amongst the many 
and important motives which have induced him 
to leave his country and connections, and visit . 
this island, I understand he is induced to hope 
he may be of some assistance in promoting the 
cause of the natives of India in the great debate 
which must ere long take place here, respecting 
the Charter of the East India Company.; but 
rb^ve yet seen so little of him, from bis numerous. , 
engagements here, that I must leave your Lordship 
V to Ifearn his intentions from himself, which you 
will find him very capable of explaining in his > 
owt^: strong and appropriate English idiom. Ope ; 
grei^ reason, as I understand, for his haste lb . 
leat^ tWs for London, is to be present to 
i,V* the’^great mcaaure that will be taken .1^ i 
; lJor|$hfp. and your colleagues for 

foi^ 'wislied-fof ' reform of 

thp, ’.'i^re^.t ' oedtsion,'!'' 



■.W>. Rammohml^^ 

- — 

trouble you further than to request, that, if it 
abould not be inconsistent with your Lordship^a 
station and convenience, you would obtain for ow 
distinguished visitor the benefit of a seat under 
the gallery in the House of Commoits, on the 
debate on the third reading of the Reform Bill ; 
which favour 1 am anxious he should owe rather 
to your Lordship ( if you have no objection to it ) 
than to other individuals, to whom I understand, 
he has letters of introduction.’”* 

The Rajah had the pleasure of social inter- 
course in Liverpool both with Mr. and Mrs. 
ROSCOE and with the friends at Greenbank and 
the Dingle, where he gave the impression which 
has often been referred to, "of a great man,— of 
power and grace in his frame, — and the same in 
bis countenance and manner." 

On going to London arrangements were made 
td gratify his wish to be present at a reading of 
the Reform Bill, in which he took so earnest an 
interest, but through driving on his arrival to the 
wrong Hotel he was too late. His views on the 


k, . .. .. — — * 1 , 

^ Urfft of William Roscoe, VoU il, pp. 4i3--^20. 

[ Tbo venerable Mr. RoscoB* then in bis seventy^rightb 
, . ]ir^r» did not long survive this interview* 'but after a ihevt 
btf^aljied his last on the 3Qth of Jont fallpwtng. 1 
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subject may be gathered from the following letter 
to .William Rathbone, Esq., which he has 
kindly given permission to insert t— 

•48 Bedford Square, London, 

yufy list, 1832. 

^My dear Sir,— I am now happy to find 
myself fully justified in congratulating you and 
my other friends at Liverpool on the complete 
success of the Reform Bills, notwithstanding the 
violent opposition and want of political princi- 
ple on the part of the aristocrats. The nation 
can no longer be a prey of the few who used to 
fill their purses at the expense, nay, to the ruin 
of the people, for a period of upwards of fifty 
years. The Ministers have honestly and firmly 
discharged their duty, and provided the people 
with means of securing their rights. I hope and 
■ pray that the people, the mighty people of Eng- 
. land, may now in like manner do theirs, cherishing 
; public spirit and liberal principles, at the same 
time banishing bribery, corruption and selfish 
: interests, from public proceedings. 

"'As I publicly avowed that in the event of the 
Reform Bill being defeated I would renounce my 
>conne<;tion with this country, I refrained frotu 
; writing to you or any other friend In Liverpool 
juntil 1 knew the result. Thank heaven I can riow 
'led pr(»td of iMtfig one of your ieUow subi^M* 
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and heartily rejoice that I have had the infinitif^ 
happiness of witnessing the salvation of the nation, 
nay of the whole world. 

*‘Pray remember me kindly to Mr. CROPPER 
and Mr. Benson, and present my best respects 
to Mrs. Rathbone and love to the children ; 
believe me, 

"My dear Sir, 

"Yours very sincerely, 

"Rammohun Roy. 

"P. S, — If the German philosopher is still at 
Liverpool, be good enough to remember me kindly 
to him, and inform him that we have succeeded 
in the reform question without having recourse to 
the principles of phrenology. "R. R.” 

We must now refer to Dr. C.ARPENTER’S 
'Review* for information respecting his visit to 
London. 

"On the 8th of April, 1831, the Rajah arrived 
at Liverpool, accompanied by his youngest son. 
Rajah Ram Roy, and two native servants, one of 
them a Brahmin ; and soon after proceeded to 
London. He arrived among us at a period when 
the whole nation was in a state of intense excite* 
ment, in connexion with Parliamentary Reform { 
and being well versed in our national jiistory, and 
intimately acquainted with our political institutions 
Rttd parties, he saw at once the bearings of the 
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great measures which^ he wrote^ would *in its con-* 
sequences promote the welfare of England and 
her dependencies, nay, of the whole world,’ Among 
those consequences, he lived to see a most im* 
portant series of changes commenced, in the 
connexion of this country with his own ; in the 
preparation of which there is reason to believe, 
cur Government employed, and duly appreciated, 
the advantages which all would expect might be 
derived from the presence of a man so eminently 
qualified for the object by his knowledge, judi* 
ciousness, moderation and patriotism. 

'The feme of Rammohun Roy had preceded 
him 5 but the official character in which he came, 
together with the state of public affairs, necessarily 
brought him fv)rward to public notice even more 
than might otherwise have been expected. The 
native Princes of Delhi, conceiving that they had 
a claim upon the East India Company to a very 
considerable amount, commissioned RammoHUM 
Roy as their envoy to represent and urge it ; and 
they gave him, by firman, the title of Rajah. His 
official relation and title were recognized by the 
British Government 5 but the East India Company 
have never acknowledged either, though they 
•always treated him with'great consideration as a 
highly-distinguished individual. He was however^ 
jpreseoted to his Majesty by the President of the 
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Board of Control ; and had a place assigned to 
bim at the Coronation among the Ambassadors* 
He appears, indeed, to have bad no reason for 
dissatisfaction with our Government, either in his 
. individual or in his official capacity. 

"Mr. David Hare, an Englishman of Calcutta, 
of well-known and great respectibility, from his 
earnest attachment to the Rajah, had urged his 
brothers in Bedford Square to do every thing in 
their power for him ; and especially to render him 
those services which he was sure to need in a land 
so different from his own, and to protect him from 
those evils and inconveniences to which his unsus* 
pecting nature and ignorance of our customs might 
expose him. With great difficulty they at last 
prevailed upon him,- some months after his arrival, 
to accept a home in their house ; and when he 
went to France, for a few weeks, one of them 
accompanied him to Paris, where he was more 
than once at the table of Louis Philippe." 

.My own opportunities,” says Dr. CARPENTER, 
*of direct communication with this eminent 
person, while he remained in India,’ were not 
frequent Each bad very close engagements and 
many interruptions of purpose. One of his 
: communications, at least, on which 1 rested much, 
; . was lost, I had no official reason intruding 
' V;. -ttpbn his time s nor had I— it would have -beett 
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presumptuous if I had had->any desite to 
attempt to direct his views, except by information 

as to the state of things among our religious 
community in Britain. It always seemed to me - 
that his was a mind which, while looking to 
higher guidance, was to shape its own course ; 
and which must be decided in its choice by the 
requirements of circumstances over which the 
residents in this country could have no control 
and of which, indeed, we had no certain 
knowledge. I was enabled, however, to keep 
myself in his recollection ; and when he arrived 
in Britain, the first letter which 1 received from 
him assured me that I possessed his friendly regard 
and that as soon as his public duties permitted, 
he would visit us. I was his companion in bis 
first attendance on Unitarian worship in London, 
and in the evening 1 conducted him to the 
crowded meeting of our Association, at which 
the father of my colleague. Rev. ROBERT ASPi 
LAND, presided ; where the enlightened Brahmin 
was welcomed as a fellowdabourer, and received 
with every mark of deep and heartfelt respect } 

, and where he himself, though weakened by 
accident and indisposition, expressed, in Bimple 
but correct language— the remembrance of which 
and of his appearance, presses vividly on my 
■ heart as I commit “the thought to writing—his ' 






bumble appreciation of himself tnd his desires to 
promote whatever appeared to him the cause of 
truth and duty 

A full record of this most interesting occasion 
; is happily preserved in the ^‘Monthly Repository* 
June, 1831 (Vo! v., N. S. pp. 417—420). The 
arrival of the ^^Apostle of the East* had been 
eagerly anticipated. After the proceedings had 
commenced we read • 

'^ust at this period the Rajah RammohuN 
Roy made his appearance on the platform, 
and was greeted with the cordial applause of the 
meeting, 

The Rev* CHAIRMAN. — Our illustrious friend 
( for such I trust he will allow me to call him ) 
will permit me to stfite that his presence creates 
among us a sensation which he perhaps will 
hardly understand. It d(»es so, because in his 
person and example we sec an instance of the 
power of the human mind in recovering itself 
from the errors of ages • and because we conceive 
that we see in him, with his intelligence and 
character, one of the best and most disinterested 
; judges of the claims of Unitarianism to be the 
, original Christian doctrine. 

A * ^ . • 

•Dr. Bowring ( now Sir John Bowring ). — 
it as a very signal honoinr to have eotrasted 

/'lJ K’'' * 
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to my care a resdlution, the object of which id 
to welcome our illustrious oriental friend, and to 
communicate all we feel and hope towards him* 
I ought not to say all we feel and hope, for I am 
sure that it is impossible to give expression to 
those sentiments of interest and anticipation with 
which his advent here is associated in all our 
minds. 1 recollect some writers have indulged 
themselves with inquiring what they should feel 
if any of those time-honoured men whose names 
have lived through the vicissitudes of ages, should 
appear among them. They have endeavoured to 
imagine what would be their sct^sations if a Plato 
or a Socrates, a Milton or a Newton, were unex- 
pectedly to honour them with their presence. I 
recollect that a poet, who has well been called 
, divine, has drawn a beautiful picture of the feelings 
. of those who first visitc<l the southern hemisphere, 
and there saw, for the first time, that beautiful 
constellation, the Golden Cross. It was with 
. feelings such as they underwent, that I was over- 
whelmed when I stretched out in your name the 
hand of welcome to the Rajah Rammohun Rov*. 
fn my mind the effect of distance is very like the 
effect of time ; and he who comes among us from 
a country thousands of miles off, must be looked 
; upon with the same interest as those illustrious 
men who lived thousands of years ago. But in 
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the eesc of our friend, his coming* may be deemed. 

. an act of heroism of which the European cannot 
: form a just estimate. When Peter the Great went . 

; forth to instruct himself in the civilization of the 
V South,--when he left the barbarous honours 
of his own court to perfect himself in ship-building 
. at Saardam, he presented himself to the public 
eye in a more illustrious manner than after any 
■ of his most glorious victories. But Peter had to 
overcome no prejudices — he had to break down no 
embarrassments ; for ' he knew that he had left 
those who were behind him with an enthusiasm 
equal to his own, and he knew that he would be 
received by them, when he should return, with 
the same display of enthusiasm. Our illustrious 
friend, however, has made a more severe experi- 
ment I he has ventured to accomplish that which 
perhaps none other, connected, as he is, with 
the highest honours of the Brahminical race, 
ever attempted : he has ventured to do that which 
' would have been regarded with incredulity ten 
years ago, and which hereafter will crown his name 
with the highest honour. He will go back to his 
friends in the East and tell them bow interested 
. we are in them, and how delighted we are to 
/ - communicate to them through him all qur desires 
'?> i todo. everything in our power to advance theur 
}m()t0yement and felicity. Time would fail foe. 
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if I were to attempt to go over the history of oar 
illustrioue gaest,— if I were to tell how eminently 
and constantly he has exerted himself for the removal 
of misery, and the promotion of happiness. If at 
this moment Hindoo piles are not burning for 
the reception of widows, it is owing to his inter* 
ference, to his exhortations, to his arguments. 
Can we look on such benefits as these with* 
out considering him as our brother f Can he 
come here without hearing our enthusiastic 
voices telling him how we have marked his 
progress, and without our proffering to him, if 
not our note of triumph, at least our accents of 
gratitude ? It was to us a delightful dream tha| 
we might, on some occasion, welcome him here j 
but though it was a hope, it was but a trembling 
one, of which we scarcely dared to anticipate 
the fruition. But its accomplishment has produced 
recollections so interesting, that this day will be 
an epoch in our history, and no one will forget 
: the occasion when the Brahmin stood among 
us to receive our welcome, and the assurance 
of the interest we take in all he does and in all 
' he shall do j to which I may add that our delight' 
will be too great if we can in any way advance - 
V those great plans, the progress of which is the grand 
object of his exertions. Sir, I move with great 
pleasurei 'That die members of this . Association 
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feel a deep interest in the amelioration of the 
condition of the natives of British India - that 
w trust their welfare and improvement will never 
be lost sight of by the Legislature and Government 
of our country ; that we have especial pleasure 
in the hope that juster notions and purer forms 
of religion are gradually advancing amongst them % 
and that our illustrious visitor from that distant 
region, the Rajah Rammohun Roy, be hereby 
certified of our sympathy in his arduous and 
philanthropic labours, of our admiration of his 
character, of our delight at his presence amongst 
us, and of our conviction that the magnanimous 
and beneficent 'course which he has marked out 
for himself and hitherto consistently pursued, will 
entitle him to the blessings of his countrymen 
and of mankind, as it will assuredly receive those 
of future generations.* 

*Dr. Kircland ( late President of Harvard 
■ University, United States ). — In the absence of 
the Hon. Henry Wheaton, who was to have 
seconded this motion, bat is prevented by indisposi- 
tion, I have great pleasure in seconding the 
motion. It is well known that the Rajah is an 
' object of lively interest in America}^ and be is 
expected ; here with the greatest anxiety. 

: „ "Th^-pev. Chairman.— I n proposing th» 
tesolution I beg to suggest that the asstoUy 
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should rise in unanimous approbation of its 
object. 

•The meeting accordingly rose, arid carried 
the resolution by acclamation . 

'^RammohON Roy,— I am too unwell and too 
much exhausted to take any active part in this 
meeting ; but I am much indebted to Dr, KIRK- 
LAND and to Dr. BoWRING for the honour they 
have conferred on me by calling me their fellow- 
labourer, and to you for admitting me to this 
Society as a brother, and one of your fellow labou- 
rers. I am not sensible that I have done any 
thing to deserve being called a promoter of this 
cause } but with respect to your faith I may 
observe, that I too believe in the one God, and 
that I believe in almost all the doctrines that you 
do : but 1 do this for my own salvation and for 
my own peace. For the objects of your Society 
I must confess that I have done very little to 
entitle me to your gratitude or such admiration of 
my conduct. What have I done f— I do not know 
what I have done l — I f I have ever rendered you 
any services they must be very trifling— very 
trifling 1 am sure. I laboured under many disad- 
vantages. In the first Instance, the Hindoo.s and 
the Brahmins, to whom I am related, are all 
hostile to the cause ; and even many Christians 
there are more hostile to our common causei tban 
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the Hindoos and the Brahmins. I have honour 
for the appellation of Christian ; but they always 
tried to throw difficulties and obstacles in the way 
of the principles of Unitarian Christianity. I have 
found some of these here ; but more there. They 
abhor the notion of simple precepts. They always 
lay a stress on mysteiy and mystical points, which 
serve to delude their followers ; and the consequence 
is^ that we meet with such opposition in India that 
our progress is very slight ^ and I feel ashamed 
on my side that 1 have not made any progress 
that might have placed me on a footing with my 
fellow-labourers in this part of the globe. Ho’.vever, 
if this is the true . system of Christianity, it will 
prevail, notwiihslanding all the c>p()osition that 
may be made to it. Scripture seconds your 
system of religion, common sense in always on 
your side 5 while power and prejudice are on the 
side of your opponents. There is a battle going 
on between reason, scripture and common sense ^ 
and wealth, power and prejudice. These three 
have been struggling with the other three j but 
I am convinced that your success, sooner or later, 
is certain. 1 feel over-exhausted, land therefore 
conclude with an expression of my heartfelt thanks 
for the honour that from time to time Vou have 
conferred on me, and which I shall never forget 
to the last moment of my existence* 
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•The Chairman.*— The Rajah will now allow 
me, as the representative of this assembly, to take 
him once more by the hand, and to repeat in your 
name our deep and heartfelt thanks for his pre« 
seiice on this occasion.* 

The Rev. W. J. Fox made the following 
beautiful allusion to the Rajah in his speech t 

“And when our oriental friend shall return, if 
return he must, ( long be it delayed t ) to his native 
regions, may he have to report that Europe is not 
only as supreme as he esteems it in sciences, arts, 
and arms, but is beginning to aspire to a supre- 
macy in benevolence which shall annihilate all 
other supremacies, and even in the end its own, 
by assimilating and exalting human feeling and 
human character in all the regions of the world. 
The Rajah remarked to me the other day, with 
somewhat of an indignant feeling, that he had been 
shown a painting of Jesus Christ and that the 
painter was false, for he had given him the pale 
European countenance, not remembering that Jesus 
Christ was an oriental. The criticism was just, 
Tliose theologians have painted falsely too who 
have portrayed Christianity as a cold and intellec- 
tual religion, and not given it that rich oriental 
colouring of fancy and of feeling with which the 
Scriptures glow, and by which they possess them- 
selves not only of the mind, but the heart and soul 
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of man. Oh, thus may our religion appear, 
creating the whole human race anew in the image 
of the Creator |” 

While in London/ says. Dr. CARPENTER, ^e 
repc itedly attended the worship of the Unitarians, 
at their different Chapels in or near the metro- 
polis • and he twice attended their anniversary 
meetings : but it was his system to avoid so far 
identifying himself with any religious body, as to 
make himself answerable for their acts and opini- 
ons ; and he also wished to hear preachers of other 
denominations who had acquired a just celebrity. 
He appears to have most frequented the church 
of the Rev. Dr. K’ENNV ( St. Olave's, Southwark ), 
who peculiarly interested him by the Christian 
spirit and influence of his discourses.'^ 

Religious sympathy must have been truly re- 
freshing to the spirit of the Hindoo Reformer, 
after the long persecutions he had endured in his 
own country ; but every thing which related 
to his personal gratification was always re- 
garded by him as secondary to the welfare of his 
country. 

It cannot be doubted, therefore, that the 
Rajah\$ time and labours while in England were 
specially directed to the accompUshmInt of the 
great objects to which be had consecrated his 
life. 





promotion of human welfare/ says Dr. . 
C.« *^and especially the improvement of his own 
eonntrymen, was the habit of his life. This rested;, 
without a doubt, on ti\e consciousness of power to 
aid in the great work ; and it was influenced by 
a strong conviction of responsibility for the use of 
that power. No selfish narrow purposes iniluen* 
ced him ; and if he sometimes yielded too much 
to tne kindly dispositions of his nature, and if he 
always pursued his course with cautious prudence, 
he ever manifested fortitude and unyielding firm- 
ness when any great and benevolent object 
required exertion, and exposed him to.calumny 
and persecution. 

“Such was the course he pursued for abolishing 
the horrid and too frequent practice of burning 
the living widow of a Brahmin with the corpse of 
her husband. This he laboured in various ways 
to accomplish ; and in this he had a great and 
acknowji^dged influence, which should make him 
regarded as the friend of his country, of the female 
sex, and of the human race. 

“There is no doubt that it was greatly through 
his firmness, his enlightened reasonings, and hia 
persevering efforts, that the Government of Bengal 
at last thought themselves enabled to interdict the 
immolation of widows. His arguments, and his 
appeals to ancient authorities held sacred by the 
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BrAbiQias. enlightened the minds of manir of^ 
them ;} and made the merciful interpositton of 
l^d W-H. Bentinck and bis Council, no longef 
regarded by them, and by persons connected yrit%' 
the East India Company at home, as an interfer* 
mice with the religion of the Hindoos. When tbs- 
{fl^rested and superstitious, as their last effort, 
appealed against the edict of the Government of 
India to the King in Council, Rammohun Roy 
was here to oppose the appeal ; and his unwearied 
efforts were given in aid of that result which finally 
annihilated the dreadful sacrifice of the living 
widow, and filled his heart, and hearts of numbers 
of his countrymen, with joy and gratitude. 

To enable uS to comprehend the immense 
diflficulties which the Reformer had to contend 
with in effecting this great object, it will be well 
here to refer to his previous writings on the subject,* 

. ^‘The conferences," says Dr, C., “between an 
advocate for, and an opponent of, the practice 
of burning widows alive, of which a translation 
is subjoined to the Veds, give us an opportunity 
of observing, not only the tenaciousness with 
which the superstitious Brahmins clung to this 
Imrrid sacrifice, and the grounds on which it was 
defended, but also the acuteness of the Reformer's 
niiind, and the lexical adroitness with which he 
reasoned from common admissions ; still ptoie. 
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tliey display his views of the character and circimi<i 
stances of. the female sex, the diffusion of whtsh 
to Hindoostan must tend to elevate them to theif 
due rank in society* 

'* 'The faults which you have imputed to 
women/ wrote the Rajah, 'are not planted In 
their constitution by nature ; it would be, there* 
fore, grossly criminal to condemn that sex to 
death merely from precaution. By ascribing to 
them all sorts of improper conduct, you have 
indeed successfully persuaded the Hindoo com- 
munity to look down upon them as contemp- 
tible and mischievous creatures, whence they 
have been subjected to constant miseries. I 
have, therefore, to offer a few remarks on this 
head. 

" 'Women are in general inferior to men in 
bodily strength and energy ; consequently the 
.. i'nale part of the community, taking advantage 
of their corporeal weakness, have denied to thena 
those excellent meiits that they are entitled tQ 
by nature, and afterwards they are apt to say 
that women are naturally incapable of acquiring 
those merits. But if we give the subject con* 
sideration, we may easily ascertain whether ot 
not. your accusation against them is consistent 
with justice. As to their inferiority in point of 
understanding, when did you ever afford them' 







. 'M filfr opportunity* of exhibiting their nfttor^. 
eapttcity f How then can you accoae them of 
Want of understanding f If, after instruction in 
knowledge and wisdom, a person cannot compre* . 
fetdod or retain what has been taught him we . 
may consider him as deficient ; but as you keep 
women generally void of education and acquire 
ments, you cannot, therefore, in justice pro- 
nounce of their inferiority. On the contrary, Leela- 
vutee, Bhanoomutee ( the wife of the prince 
of Kurnat ), and that of Kalidas, are celebrated 
for their thorough knowledge of all the Shastras 
moreover in the Vrihudarunyuk Opunishcd of 
the Ujfwr Ved it is clearly stated, that Yag- 
nuvulkyu imparted divine knowledge of the most 
difficult nature to his wife Muitreyee, who was 
able to follow and completely attain it ? 

• ' Secondly. You charge them with want 
pf resolution, at which I feel exceedingly 
ilurprised : for we constantly perceive, in a country 
:.where the name of death makes the male 
shudder, that the female, from her firmness 
of mind, offers to burn with the corpse of her 
deceased husband ; and yet you accuse those 
women of deficiency in point of resolution/’— 

' Ttanst. pp. 2 St, 2$^, 

**The Hindoo Sage then proceeds* to defend 
liip female sex (jrdly ) in reference to tnistwof- 
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thiness, and (4thly) to the subjection of the 
passions, in comparison with men ; and in the 
close of the discussion he gives a picture of the 
degradation to which the women of >lindoostan 
are exposed.* 

The description which RammoiiuN Roy 
here gives of the degradation of women in India, 
and the extreme cruelties practised towards 
them, we will not copy, hoping that they are 
now matters of history only. Then, we learn 
from him,— 

** 'These are facts occurring every day and not 
to be denied. What I lament is that, seeing 
the women thus dependent and exposed to every 
misery, you feel for them no compassion that 
might exempt them from being tied down and 
burnt to death.*” Transl. pp. 253, 255. 

•‘This horrid practice he speaks of repea- 
tedly as murder, whenever any force was 
employed j and all engaged in it as then guilty 
of murder. It is easy to see what malignant hatred 
such expressions were likely to excite. 

the 'Brief Remarks regarding Modern 
Encroachments on the Ancient Rights of Females, 
according to the Hindoo Law of Inheritance*, 
1822, subjoined to the Translations, Rammohun 
Roy delineates (p. 270), 'the Interest and care 
which their ancient Legislators took in the promo- 
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tion of the comfort of the female part of the 
community/ and shows the extreme evils that 
the Hindoo women incurred by the changes which 
afterwards took place in the law of inheritance. In 
the course of his statement he says (pp. 274, 275). 
*It is not from religious prejudices and early 
impressions only that Hindoo widows burn them- 
salves on the piles of their deceased husbands, but 
also from their witnessing the distress in which 
widows of the same rank in life are involved, and 
the insults and slights to which they are daily sub- 
jected, that they become in a great measure 
regardless of existence after the death 01 their 
husbands ; and this indifference, accompanied 
with the hope of future reward held out to them, 
leads them to the horrible act of suicide. These 
restraints on female inheritance encourage, in a 
great degree, polygamy, a freqent source of the 
greatest misery in native families.” 

**His labours for his country," continues Dr. 
Carpenter, “had, however, a much wider scope. 
He took an intense interest in whatever contri- 
buted, or appeared to him likely to contribute^ to 
its welfare ; and his communications to our 
I.«gislature show with what closeness of observa- 
tion, soundness of judgment, and compr^ensive- 
ness of views, he had considered the various cir- 
vCMtpstances which interfered with its improvement. 
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or which, on the other band tended to promote 
it* They show him to be at once'lhc philosopher 
and the patriot. They are full of practical wisdom ; 
and there is reason to believe that they were 
highly valued by our Government, and that they 
aided in the formation of the new system by 
which the well-being of our vast dependencies 
in India must be so greatly affected for good or 
for ill • — a system whicli it requires little acquain- 
tance with the causes of the welfare of nations TO 
perceive, must, after the trat)sition is fully made, 
essentially promote all tb.e sources of prosperity 
to that immense population whom our nation Is 
bound by every consideration of justice, as well 
as of philanthropy and wise policy, to raise and 
enlighten. Long, however, before the means were 
presented to him cf thus publicly aiding in the 
political amelioration cf his country, he was 
promoting by example and co-operation, and by 
the decided expression of his conviction, that 
means of improvement which is essential to the 
permanent efficacy of all others, and from which 
the greatest benefits may be expected in relation 
to social welfare, and tp the reception of the 
Gospel — the judicious education of the young. 
He saw that the communication of the knowledge 
contained in our language, and the training to 
our^ modes of thought and reasoning, was t)ie 
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only sure and general way 'of, improving the 
understandings of his countrymen, and of 
ultimately ameliorating their hearts' ; and 
with the assistance of two or three friends, 

. he himself supported a school for this pur* 
pose from about the year 1822, in which sixty 
Hindoo children receive instruction.” 

The spirit and object of the Rajah’s work while 
in London, are thus eloquently delineated by the 
Rev. W. J. Fox in his discourse on the death 
of the Hindoo Reformer : — 

“The benefits which, besides that great testi* 
mony which it was the business of his life to 
bear, he achieved or contemplated, for his native 
country, have this beautiful quality of all pure 
and good ends realized by pure and good mean.s, 
that however local and temporary the immediate 
advantages, they expand them.sclves into the 
universal and enduring, and a blessing on any 
spot of earth tends to become a benediction on 
the great globe itself. The Hindoo patriot and 
reformer was, by the purity with which be 
sustained those characters, a benefactor to 
mankind. The good which he attempted for his 
countrymen is reflected and redacts upon us. In 
leading them back, as he endeavoured by numer* 
«us publications, through the superstitions and 
(ibrruptions of ages, to the primeval simplicity 
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of their religion, does he not show us, and may 
we not profit by the lesson, that a pure theism^ 
the original religion of mankind, is the true basis 
of all religion ? In endeavouring to improve the 
manners and condition, the laws and institutions 
of that numerous people, was he not working 
good for us, who have injured ourselves, in so far as 
we have despised them, or been accessory to 
their oppression and debasement 9 The tyrant 
and the corruptor must themselves feed at last 
on the fruits of corruption and tyranny 5 while 
upon those who enlighten and emancipate, their 
own blessing returns in light and freedom. 

"In the establishment of native schools, for 
providing the advantages of English education,, 
which he supported at considerable expense, — in 
his connexion with the Indian Press, — and his 
able and honourable exertions to prolong its 
existence, by obtaining for it some degree of 
freedom, he was co-operating with those who in 
this or any country strive after the enlightenment 
of the human mind as the most efficient means,; 
of advancing to the possession of political freedom 
and of social happiness. : 

*ln his work on the right of Hindoos to dispose 
Qf their ancestral property, and in other legal 
;^uments, he struggled against decisions in ibe 
c^rta of ]l^ngal, which he regarded as a dq^rturc 
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ffom the belt and highest Hindoo authorities * 
and which^ as they tended to establish in that 
country the European principle or custom of 
primogeniture^ could not but be offensive to his 
vaeute mind which so distinctly saw, and his bene* 
yolent heart which so strotifjly deprecated, its 
jpernictous operation. Property, like superstition, 
may perpetuate a distinction of caste. This is 
one of the evils which make the worship of mam* 
.mon not less degrading and pernicious to society 
than other idolatries. 

•The noble exertions oFRammohun Roy to 
Stop the prevalent atrocity of sacrificing widows on 
the funeral pile, no doubt contributed to the abolition 
p{ that practice. His struggle with the interests of 
the Brahmins and the prejudices of society would 
iiot have been so long, had the British authorities, 
.more decidedly and promptly espoused the claims 

humanity. In one of his tracts on this subject, 
there is a noble and eloquent passage, in which 
frbm reprobating the particular instance of oppres- 
^ : sion of the female sex, he rises to tlie advocacy of 
such amelioration of their education and condition 
r: Would give the amplest scope and highest dirtx- 

tlon to their influence on the mind, the morals, and 
, happiness of the whole human race. And thus, 
his^ desire to visit Europe and America, bad 
p.|^iftirce in that pure patriotisia which not mefet)^ 
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ag^rees with, but is philanthrophy* He had long : ;^y 
wished to observe society under the influence 
liberal institutions. He wished the sea to become 
the same broad highway for his countrymen that 
it is for the merchants, the travellers, and the 
literati of free and civilized nations. He wished^ 
in the spirit of that Gospel which destroyed the ; 
partition wall betwixt Jew and Gentile, to break , ' 
the barriers which divide the Eastern and the 
.Western world. He had other and more 
diate purposes. It was his hope that he might y 
benefit his countrymen by his presence, and, if 
opportunity favoured, his interference, during the 
discussions which were about to take place on the 
renewal of the East India Company's Charter, An ! 
appeal had also been made to the King in Council, 
by the idolatrous Brahmins and their partizans,; ' 
against the decree of the local authorities for the 1 
abolition of Suttees, And the Emperor of Delhi 
had constituted him his representative, with the 
title of Rajah, for the purpose of procuring repar^r /^ 
tion^^of certain encroachments on his rights by 
the East India Company. These purposes are;, 
all happily accomplished. His evidence oh Indian ; 
affairs, which no doubt had its weight with th<^; 
legislature, is before the public. He was 
when the Privy Council gave its 6n&l decision 
against the Brahminicat application for the renews : 





. tbe Sattee atrocities ; and his negotiations on 
behalf of the Emperor of Delhi were conducted to 
.a totisfactory and honourable termination. During 
his residence here he was the deeply-interested' 
spectator of the most important struggle for 
• ^pular right which has taken place in this Country. 
And, in social intercourse, he endeared himself 
to natives of many countries, and to persons of 
all parties, ranks, and ages ; attracting a regard 
which no celebrity could have conciliated, but 
which flowed spontaneously towards that goodness 
which was in him the soul of greatness.” 

His visit to England was at a period peculiar- 
ly important. In 1831, 1832, a Committee of 
\he House of Commons was sitting on the affairs 
of India, and in 1833 a Bill on that subject was 
' introduced into Parliament. Hence his time and 
thoughts were continually occupied with the 
proceedings of the Government, and affording in- 
formation and advice whenever they were required. 
Evtery thing else was made subservient to this 
great object. Frequently was the noble form of 
the illustrious stranger seen within the precincts 
:of our Houses of Parliament, as those still re- 
member who were there thirty-five years ago. 

, , In the Appendix to the Report ofthe*Coro- 
likUtee of the House of Commons on Indian affairs 
litt i83I> 1832, are papers by Rammohun Roy, 



communicated by the Board of Control. The^ 
papers occupy seventeen folio pages full of int^.. 
esting and important observations. The queries ' 
are searching and comprehensive, and respect the 
position of the Government relating to the farmer 
and land cultivators,— the judicial system, — and 
the policy of the Government in reference to the, 
promotion of natives. The opinions of such a man, 
who could regard the question at the same time 
with the patriotic feeling of a native of India, 
with the philosophic and enlarged mind of a sage 
and a religious man, and with a full knowledge 
and appreciation of the views and objects of the 
British Government, must deserve to be ^fully 
known and considered. We cannot here do more, 
however, than mention where this evidence is to 
be found, and give a few extracts from it 

*‘ln the Appendix to the Report from the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons on 
the affairs of the East India Company, published. ; 
In 1831, Vol. V., pp. 716, 741, several papers are ’ 
contained which were ivritten by RammohUN , 
Roy. 

", " I. Revenue System of India, — pp. 716, 7 aj. : 
Copy of communication between RAMMOHUif 
Roy and the Board of Control relative to thfr . 
■Revenue and Judicial System of India. — $4 ques* 
lions proposed to Rammohun Roy. and his 




r *j»swiers, dated 19th August, 1831. Subjects S 
lisvenae System of India, Tenure of Land, Rate 
. bf Rent, Title to Land, Improvement of the State 
' bf the Cultivators and Inhabitants at large.*' * 

/ \ ” 2. Pages 723, 726, Appendix A. Paper on 

f the Revenue System of India, by RaMMOHUM 
Roy, dated London, August 19th, 1831. 

“ RammohuN Roy concludes this paper (p.726) . 
"with beseeching any and every authority to devise 
iK)me mode of alleviating the present miseries of 
. the agricultural peasantry of India, and thus dis- , 
charge their duty to their feilow-creatures aind 
fellow-subjects.*” ^ 

“3. Questions and Answers on the Judicial ^ 
System of India, pp. 726 739, — 78 questions and-^. 
answers, dated Sept. 19th, 1831. 

“In pp. 729, 730, is the following answer of , 
Rammohun Roy to question 30, — 'Can you s»^ 
gcst any mode of removing the several defects you 
illave pointed out in the judicial system 

"Answer of RammhoUN Roy.— ‘As European 
Judges in India are not generally expected to 
discharge Judicial duties satisfactorily, independent 
of native assistance, from not possessing a thor- 
, . ough knowledge of the languages,raanners,customs, 
t habits, and practices of the people, a^id as the 
ll'hatiyes who possess this knowledge have long 
accustomed to subordination and indif* 






feient treatment, and, consequently, have no^-' 
the poarer of commanding respect from others, 
nnless joined by Europeans, the only remedy 
which exists is to combine the knowledge and 
experience of the native with the dignity and . 
hrmness of the European. 

*' ‘This principle has been virtually acted upon 
and reduced to practice since 1796, though in an 
imperfect manner, in the constitution of Courts 
pf Circuit, in which the Mufti ( native assessor ) 
has a voice with the Judge in the decision of every 
ciiusc, liaving a seat with him on the Bench. 

“ ‘This arrangement has tolerably well ans- 
wered the purposes of government, which has not 
been able to devise a better system in a matter of 
such importance as the decision of questions of 
life and death during the S(jace of 40 years, though 
;it has been continually altering the systems in 
Mher branches. 

" “ ‘It is my humble opinion, therefore, that 

the appointment of such native assessors should 
-be reduced to a regular system in the Civil Courts^ 
They should be appointed by Government for 
life, at the recommendation of the Sudder 
Dewanee Adawlat, * which should select them 

V • This court is now amalftamated with Her MajMty's 
$apreme Court of Calcuttai and is called the High Couit of 
judicature in Bengal. ^ . 







carefullyt with a view to their character and 
; qiialficattons^ and allow them to hold their ^ 
j^itoations during life and good behaviour^ pna 
aalary of from 300 to 400 rupees . per mensem. 

^ They should be responsible to the Govern- 
' ment as well as to the public for their decisions. 
In the same manner as the European judges, 
and correspond directly with the Judicial Secre- 
tary. A casting voice should be allowed to the 
European Judge in appointing the native officers, 
in case of difference of opinions ^ the native 
assessor, however, having the right to record 
bis dissent. These assessors should be selected 
out of those natives who have been already 
. timployed for a period of not less than five 
, years as assessors { mufti ), lawyers ( Zillah court 
maulavis ), or as the head native officers in the 
judicial department",*’ t 

•4. Additional queries respecting the condition 
of India, pp. 739—741. — 13 queries and answers, 
dated London, Sept. 28th, 1831. 

•In Vol. V., 1831, p. 741, in his answer to one 
of these additional queries, Rammohun Roy 
thus ^describes the intelligent native Indians 
; 'Men of aspiring character, and members of such 

, t The nativs judicial officers are general!^ versed iu 
and» therefore, the proceedings hitherto generaljy 
' (1^ in that language would be fomlliar to them, ” 
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ancient families as are very much reduced by the 
present system, consider it derogatory to accept 
of the trifling public situations which natives 
are allowed to hold under the British Govern-* 
ment, and are decidedly disaffected to it. Many 
of those, however, who engage prosperously 
in commerce, and of those who are secured in 
the peaceful possession of their estates by 
the permanent settlement, and such as have 
sufficient intelligence to foresee the probability 
of future improvement which presents itself 
under the British rule, are not only reconciled 
to it, but really view it as a blessing to the 
country. 

* ‘But I have no hesitation in stating, with 
reference to the general feeling of the more 
intelligent part of the native community, that 
the only course of policy which can ensure 
their attachment to any form of government 
would be that of making them eligible to gradual 
proi^otion, according to their respective abilites 
and^ merits, to situations of trust and respecta- 
bili^ in the State.’— Rammohun Roy, London, 
Sep*. 28, iSjl*" 

^In Vol. VIII., 1831-2,10 the General Appendix 
to the Report from the Select Committee of the 
Hotise of Commons on the affairs of the East 
Ind^ Company, Section v, pp. 341—343.— * 
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Kemarks by RammoHUN Roy are given on the 
settlement of Europeans in India, dated I4tb 
July 1832. 

•Mn p. 348, the following extract is given In 
this Appendix from a speech by RammOHUM 
Roy, who is described as an illustrious native, 
^On the advantages of intercourse between the 
natives of India and European gentlemen't- 
•From personal experience I am impressed with 
this conviction, that the greater our intercourse 
with European gentlemen, the greater will be 
our improvement in literary, social, and political 
aifairs j a fact which can easily be proved by 
comparing the condition of those of my country- 
men who have enjoyed this advantage, with 
that of those who have unfortunately not had 
that opportunity,' The speech had been delivered 
at a public meeting of the native inhabitants of 
Calcutta*'; 

•The evidence of Rammohun Roy, 101831* 
is referred to in the Appendix to the Report of 
P* 36®/ respecting the condition of the ryots 
in India." 

*A side note for reference, p. 366, opposite 
to this mention of Rammohun Roy, has these 
words, ^Evidence before Committee of 18314 
■Evidence before this Committee, A to Sr 

min.,* whicb eeei^s to show tht^ the 
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ke«n examthed before a Committee of the House 
of Commons." 

The literary labours of the Rajah were conti- 
nued .even in the midst of his political action, and 
the objects of interest in our great metropolis 
which are usually so engrossing to a stranger. 
We find these announcements in the "Christian 
Reformer" for February, 1832, Vol. XVtll., p. 95 
"The following publications are announced 
from the pen of R ijah Rammohun Roy t ‘An 
E*say on the Rights of Hindoos over Ancestral 
Property, according to the Law of Bengal, with 
an Appendix, containing Letters on the Hindoo 
Law of Inheritance'; and ‘Remarks on East India 
Affairs ; comprising the Evidence to the Commit- 
tee of the House of Commons on the Judicial and 
Revenue Systems of India, with a Dissertation 
On its Ancient Boundaries; also Suggestions for 
the ^Future Government of the Country, illustrated 
by a Map, and further enriched with Notes." 

In June of the same year, p. 287, we find W- 
"The Rajah Rammohun Roy has published 
his evidence before the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons appointed with a view to the 
"iiptestlon of the renewal of the East India Com- 
'pah;^$ Charter, in an Svo, volume entitled 
,f£x|esitlon of the Practical Operation of tte^ 
and Revenue ^ystetna of India/ There 
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is little interesting to the general reader in this 
work, though it will, we doubt not, have some 
weight with the legislature in the forthcoming 
discussion of the Company’s Charter. We are 
pleased to find the following announcement at the 
close of some 'Preliminary Remarks : ’ the Rajah 
. had just stated that he sailed from Calcutta, Nov. 
19, 1830, and arrived in England, April 8, 1831 — 
‘The particulars of my voyage and travels will 
be found in a journal which I intend to publish, 
together with whatever has appeared to me most 
worthy of remark and record in regard to the 
intelligence, riches and power, manners, customs, 
and especially the female virtue and excellence 
existing in this country’.” 

In the "Monthly Repository* for September, 
of the same year ( N. S., Vol. vi, p. 609), occurs 
a review of the two following works : — 

"l. Exposition of the Practical Operation of 
of the Judicial and Revenue Systms of India. 
By Rajah Rammohun Roy. London : Smith, 
Eider and Co., 1832. 

"2. Translation of several principal books, 
passages and texts of the Veds, and of some 
controversial works on Brahminicalt Thralogy. 
By the same. London : Parbury, Alien and 
Co., 1832.” 

It is to be regretted that works which must 
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have contained information so valuable and views 
so important should be at present but little known. 
We may hope that they will not be allowed to 
remain much longer in obscurity, but will be 
collected and republished. 

Having thus considered the Rajah Rammohun 
Roy during his residence in London in his religi- 
ous, political and literary aspect, we may now 
observe him in his social relations. 

We frequently remark in great reformers, and 
those who have been obliged, in the execution of 
important work for their fellow creatures, to tax 
their energies to the utmost, a deficiency in the 
more delicate and graceful parts of the character. 
The contrary was the case in the Hindoo patriot 
and reformer. The extraordinary courteousness 
and suavity of his general demeanour, and his 
habitual care to avoid giving unnecessary pain, 
would have made those who enjoyed his society 
think of him only as a most delightful and intellec- 
tual companion, did not some observation inciden- 
tally reveal what were the ever present subjects 
of his thoughts. To this those can testify wha 
ba;Ve the privilege of recollecting him personally. 

How much the Hindoo Reformer attracted 
th^ attention of society, and won the respect of 
the intellectual portion of it, is shown by the 
fo|pwiog extracts from Miss Lucy Aikin'S letters 
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to Dr. Channimg, ( Memoirs, Miscellanies and 
Letters, of . the late Lucy Aikin. London : 
Longman ). The first is from a letter to Dr. 
Channing, date Hampstead, June 28, 1831 

*In the intervals of politics we talk of the 
Christian Brahmin, Rammoiiun Rov. All accounts 
■ agree in representing him as a person of extraordt* 
nary merit. With very great intelligence and 
ability, he unites a modesty and simplicity which 
win all hearts. He has a very great command of 
the language, and seems perfectly well versed in 
the political state of Europe, and an ardent well- 
wisher to the cause of freedom and improvement 
everywhere. To his faith he has been more than 
a martyr. On his conversion to Christianity his 
mother cursed him, and his wife ( or wives ) and 
children all forsook him. He had grievous oppres- 
sions to endure from the Church party on turning 
Unitarian. This was at Calcutta ; here it is deter- 
mined to court him. Two bishops have noticed 
him, and the East India Company show him all 
civilities. But his heart is with his brethren in 
opinion, with whom chiefly he spends his time. 
I hear of him this remarkable saying, — that the 
three countries in Europe which appear even leas 
prepared than Asia for a liberal system of rel^on, 
«re Spain, Portugal and England.* 

-' The next is dated Hampstead, Sept, fitb, 1831 
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•Just now ray feelings are rcore cosmopolite 
than usual ; I take a personal concern in a fAifd 
quarter of the globe, since I have seen the excellent 
RaMMOHUN Roy. I rejoice in the hope that you 
will see him some time, as he speaks of visiting 
your country, and to know yon would be one of 
his first objects. He is indeed a glorious being,— 
a true sage, as it appears, with the genuine humi* 
lity of the character, and with the genuine senstbt* 
lity, a more engaging tenderness of heart than any 
e/ass of character can justly claim. He came to 
my house, at the suggestion of Dr. Boott, who 
accompanied him partly for the purpose of meeting 
Mrs. Joanna Baillie, and discussing with her 
the Arian tenets of her book. He mentions the 
Sanscrit as the mother language of the Greek, 
and said the expressions of the New Testament 
most perplexing to an European, were familiar to 
an Oriental acquainted with this language and its 
derivations, and that to such a person the texts 
which are thought to support the doctrine for the 
prgexistence, bear quite another sense. She was 
a little alarmed at the erudition of her antagonist, 
and slipped out at last by telling him that ibis : 
interpretations were too subtle for an unlearnedv; 
person like herself. We then got him upon subjects 
more interesting to me — Hindoo laws, especially 
those affecting women. He spoke of poly^my 
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as a crime, said it was punishable by their law, 
except for certian causes, by a great fine $ but 
the Mussulmans did not enforce the fine, and 
their example had corrupted Hindoos ; they were 
cruel to women, the Hindoos were forbidden all 
cruelty. Speaking of the abolition of widow- 
burning by Lord W. Bentinck, he fervently 
exclaimed, 'May God load him with blessings I* 
His feeling for women in general, still more than 
the admiration he expressed of the mental accom- 
plishments of English ladies, won oiir hearts. 
He mentioned his own mother, and in terms 
which convinced us of the falsehood of the 
shocking tale that she burned herself for his 
apostacy. It is his business here to ask two 
boons for his countrymen — trial by jury, and 
freedom for British capitalists to colonise amongst 
them. Should he fail in obtaining these, he speaks 
of ending his days in America.” 

. Miss Aikin again refers to the Rajah, as follows, 
in a letter dated Oct. 15th, 1832 : — 

"I wonder whether you have seen a smaH 
book published by Rammohun Roy containing 
translations of several of the Hindoo Veds f I 
have a good deal of interest in this view of theology, 
and metaphysics of a nation so remottf in every 
} respect from us and our ways of thinking, ‘f he 
; ;groat point which the true friend of his cou ntry 
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and his race has had tn view in his various contro* 
versies with his own countrymen, has been to 
show that, although some idolatrous rites are san^* 
ctioned by their sacred books, yet it has always 
been the doctrine of the most authentic of these, 
that the highest future happiness was only attain- 
able by a pure and austere life, and the worship 
of the invisible universal Spirit — that idolatry was 
for the gross and ignorant, rites and observances 
for them only. Thus he shows that eternal felicity 
— that is, absorption into the supreme spirit, is 
promised to women who after the death of their 
husbands lead devout and holy lives j and only 
a poor lease of thirty-five millions of years of 
happiness with their husbands to such as burn 
with them, after the expiration of which their souls 
are to transmigrate into different animals. This 
you will say is mighty puerile, but it is at least 
rheeting his antagonists on their own ground. 
Afterwards he details the many cruelties and 
oppressions to which females in his country are 
subjected by the injustice and barbarity of the 
stronger sex, and pleads for pity towards them 
with such powerful, heartfelt eloquence as no 
woman^ I think, can peruse without tears and 
fervent invocations of blessings on his head. The 
Rajah is now at Paris, where I doubt if he will find 
much gratification, as he is not well versed in the 






Fic^eh language j fie will r^torn to us, fioiiilbviav 
" b^U after the meeting of parliament; ' 1 dread 
^e effects of another English winter on his con> 

. : btHution { and yet It almost seems as if a life like 
' his must be under the peculiar guardianship of 
providence." 

The Rajah alludes to his visit to France in 
the following interesting letters, addressed to Mrs. 
Woodford, of Brighton, and her late husband. 
Which have been kindly furnished by her : — 

"January, 31st, 1833. 

"My Dear Sir, — I had on the 27th the plea- 
sure of receiving your obliging communication, and 
beg to offer you and Mrs. W, my best thanks 
: for this mark of attention towards me. I rejoice 
to observe that the translation of the Veds, &c., 
which I presented to Mrs. W. before my departure 
for the continent of Europe, has proved interesting 
to her and to yourself. I am now confirmed in 
the opinion, that her good sense and her rational 
devotion to religion will not induce her to reject 
any reasonable sentiments, on the ground that they 
are not found in this book, or in that volume. 

"I was detained in France too late to proceed, 
to Italy last year ; besides, without a knowledge 
•/' ^ French, I found myself totally unable to carry 

communication widi forolgners, with any dq;ciee 
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n^Mlf of fuy travels through Italy and Aoftrla 
to my own satisfaction. I have been studying 
French with a French gentleman who accompanied 
me to London, and now is living with me. 

'*! shall be most happy to receive your nephew 
Mr. Kinglake, as I doubt not bis company 
and conversation as your relative, and a firm 
friend of liberal principles, will be a source of 
delight to me, I thank you for the mention you 
made of Sir Henry Strachev. His talents, 
acquirements and manners, have rendered his 
name valuable to those who know him and can 
appreciate his merits. To the best of my belief 
and recollection, I declare that I do not know a 
native of Persia or India who could repeat Persian 
with greater accuracy than this British 'born gentle* 
man. 

"Rammohun Roy.* 

"48 Bedford Square, 

April 27 ih, 

“My Dear Madam, — I now have the pleasure 
of begging your acceptance of the accompanying 
^py of my remarks on India, and of another 
0 py of a pamphlet on the abolition of the practice 
of ^burning Hindoo widows alive. You wiU, I 
481' sure, be highly gratified to learn that the 




present Governor*General of 4ndia has sufficient 
moral courage to afford them protection against 
their selfish relations, who cruelly used to take 
advantage of their tender feelings in the name 
and under the cloak of religion. It must have 
afforded Mr« Woodkoro and yourself much 
gratificaiion to learn, by the first conveyance, 
the division on the second reading of the Reform 
Bill. The struggles are not merely between the 
reformers and anti-reformers, but between liberty 
and tyranny throughout the world ; between 
justice and injustice, and between right and 
wrong. But from a reflection on the past events 
of history, we clearly perceive that liberal 
principles in politics and religion have been long 
gradually, but steadily, gaining ground, notwith- 
standing the opposition and obstinacy of despots 
and bigots. I am still unable to determine the 
period of my departure from London, and my 
visits to you in the country. I may perhaps do my- 
self that pleasure. 

•Rammohun Roy," 

“48 Bedford Square, 

August 22nd, 

“My Dear Sir,— -I was glad to hq^r from 
ti Mr, Carey some time ago, that you and Mrs. 
^ W. were in good health when he saw you last ; 
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and Sir Henry S^trachey, whom I had the 
pleasure of seeing about three weeks ago, has 
confirmed the same information. He is indeed 
an extraordinary man , and I feel delighted 
whenever 1 have an apportunity of conversing with 
that philosopher. I have been rather poorly for some 
days past ; I am now getting better, and entei-tain 
a hope of proceeding to the country in a few days, 
when I will endeavour to pay you a visit in 
Taunton. The reformed Parliament has disap- 
pointed the people of England ; the ministers may 
perhaps redeem their pledge during next session. 
The failure of several mercantile houses in Cal- 
cutta has produced much distrust, both in India 
and England. The news from Portugal is highly 
gratifying, though another struggle is stilL 
expected. I hope you will oblige me by presen- 
ting to Mrs. VV., with ray best respects, the 
accompanying copy of a translation, giving 
an account of the system of religion which 
prevailed in Central India, at the time of 
the invasion of that country by Alexander the 
Great. 

Rammohun Roy.'^ 

Many interesting anecdotes might have been 
collected, soon after the Rajah's death, illustrat- 
ing his character in social intercourse, but 
at this distance of time only a few can be 
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gieaned. The ^rst is from the pen of &ir. 
Recorder Hill: — 

•I only met the Rajah RAMMOHUN RoY, 
once in tny life. It was at a dinner party given 
by Dr. Arnott. One of the guests was RosBRf 
Owen, who evinced a strong desire to bring 
ovdr the Rajah to his socialistic opinions. He 
persevered with great earnestness ; out the Rajah 
who seemed well acquainted with the subject, 
and who spoke our - language in marvellous 
perfection, answered his arguments with consu- 
mate skill, until Robert somewhat lost his 
temper, a very rare occurrence which I never 
witnessed before. The defeat of the kind*hearted 
philanthropist was accomplished with great suavity 
on the part of his opponent.” 

The next is from an estimable lady who 
had the privilege of his acquaintance, and 
who was herself called from this world but a 
few weeks after she had penned the following 
note 

if 

“Few things could give me more pleasure 
than to assist you ( in my humble way ) in doing 
honour to our venerated friend Rajah Ram- 
MOHUN Roy, but I am so miserably enfeebled 
by illness as to be incapable of looking over . 
books and papers in research. I can, hdw»o 
trust my memory for a. little anecdote,* to.. 
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which yonrs will readily supply his courteous 
graceful manner. 

“At a small evening party at my house in 
Grenville Street, principally to meet the Rajah, 
he referred to the doctrine of original sin, in ao 
way that startled a lady of the low church, a very 
charming and amiable woman, who had brought 
her daughter. 'But surely, sir’, she exclaimed, 
'you do believe in original sin f He looked 
at her, and she blushed deeply. After a minute, he 
seemed to comprehend the whole, and very gently 
inclining, he said, 'I believe it is a doctrine, which, 
in many well-regulated minds has tended to 
promote humility, the first of Christian virtues ; 
for my own part, 1 have never been able to see the 
evidence of it.’ 

f 

“The next morning my sweet friend called to 
apologise for what she had said, and added that 
she had never seen or heard any thing so beautiful 
as this in society,” 

During this residence in London, the Rajah 
placed his son under the care of the late Rev. 
D. Davison, M.A., and frequently communicated 
with that gentleman respecting the progress *6f 
the youth. He won the high esteem of the family, 
by his most kind and courteous manners. His 
kindly sympathy was manifested by hts being 
present: at the chrislening of an -infant born at that 
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period, and bestowing on him his own name> 
*Rammoluin Roy.” In this ctjiild he took a warm 
interest:— 

i "His visits to me" writes Mr. DavisON,' 
"were generally paid to me in my nursery^ as hh' 
insisted on coming up, so as to visit his namesake 
at the same time, and not to interrupt me. For 
surely never was there a man of so much modesty 
and humility l I used to feel quite ashamed 
of the reverential manner in which he behaved 
to me. Had I been our Queen I could not have 
been approacited and taken leave of with more 
respeet. I was greatly struck with one thing which 
occurred. He«alled,‘ and as he could not see me 
nor the boy for a little while, he waited, saying 
'He would like to see the child once more.' This 
was just before leaving town for Miss CASTLE’S, 
where he died,” * 

Very shortly after the arrival of the Rajah 
in England, it was arranged that when he paid 
his visit to Bristol, he should be the guest of 
MissKiDDELL and Miss Castle, at Stapletbn 
Grove, an agreeable residence in the immediate 
viciaIty4,,The latter of these was a young heiress,— 
the ward of Dr. Carpenter,— the former, her > 
tnatemal aunt end also her guardian. These 
ladies were introduced to the Rajaft by Dr. C. '' 
in >'X.Qndon, and the following fetter respecting ; 
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his intended ipsit, excepting, the first, were 
addressed to them, 'f hough they may not contain 
anything which adds to our knowledge of the 
Rajah's views, yet they give 48 o pleasing a picture 
of the social and domestic side of his character, 
and have in them so many characteristic and 
incidental touches, that we will present them all 
to the reader J — 

'"125 Regent Street, London, 
*^May lO/A, 1831 

^My Dear Sir,-! am now sufficiently 
recovered to answer your letter of the 28th 
ultimo, It will afford me much pleasure to spend 
some tirne in your city, of which from your 
and other accounts I have formed a very favour- 
able opinion. I cannot but enjoy a high gratifi- 
cation in passing much of my time while there, 
in the house of so warm a friend as yourself, for 
whose proffered hospitality I cannot return suffici- 
ent acknowledgments. I fear, however, that were 
I to take up my entire residence under your 
hospitable roof, it would occasion you too much 
inconvenience. As I may be accompanied b)^a 
European friend and some servants, I will ledge 
at some hotel in your ioimediate neighbourhood ; 
by, which 1 sliall be enabled to frequent your 
house nearly as much as if 1 resided in it, as 













RammohuH Rof^ 

V'-^ -v . ’ ^ , 

. .=A^’V'r.. ' v''‘ •' ’'' " -I 

t^ell as ben^ffi innyself by the^ compar^y' ^ 
Rev;' Oi^C’ C^^ to wiSom I i)eg f 

' ivift prMent my respects j and be good end'iigK 
' tb dtiform hfm that two days ago 1 answered his 
.'I^Wd fcottimunication^ 

i , gratitude, ^ ' 

^ ■'^ .^ "Yours most obediently, 

- • ' "Rammoiiun Roy. . ,. 


' 7 . B. Estlin, Esq., Bristol ” 

"48 Bedford Square, 

V .. “March 31s/, 1832. . 

• ' ADAM, — I had lately the pleasure pf seeing 

(he Rev. Dr. Carpenter, and hearing from, 
that truly venerable minister that Miss CASTLE 
and yourself were perfectly well, and deeply 
interested in the cause of reform, on the succes# 
of which the welfare of Enaland, nav of the"^ 
whole world, depends. I shonld have long er6 
this visited Bristol, and done myself the honour 
of paying you my long-promised visit, but I 
been impatiently wailing in London to kiSdw'^ 
tfee r^ult of the BilK I feel very much oi>llj|e^ 
% yoiir kind offers ofattention to tn;^ 

While I' am in that part of' the country, of ■ v^ich', 
1 Rope to be able tq avail myself as soon ai^tn^ 

V ■' ’• ■ - V .A "'.it' 't'- ‘ 









\ mind is relieved on this subject. You will obllft?. 

; tne. by retnecnbering me kindly to'the Rev. geti,Ue-. 
J man* and presenting my best compliments to.. 
Miss Castle. 

*‘I have the honour to be, Madam, 

“Your most obedient Servant, 

“Rammohun Roy. 


'Miss Kiddell, 

“Stapleton Grove, Bristol.’ 


“48 Bedford Square, 

February jtk, 1833. 


“Dear Madam, — I had last night great 
pleasure in receiving your letter of the 28th ultimo^ 
'■’and offer you and Miss Castle my cordial 
.thanks for your kind remembrance of me. I beg 
assure you that I am fully sensible of the. 
kind attention you have shown me, and fed.j 
indeed grateful for it I intended to pay yoUj^ 
hbth a visit while residing in Dover, but. 1 waf , 
informed that it was necessary to pass I.on4on. 
on my .way to Bristol. My health is, thank 
^roughly re-established. I therefpro . 

opportunity of paying you a visat io .the 
- k^er end of the month, or any rats bjt;,|he 
|l:^iQ||ing of oe^ l .Wilt et^eiMroujr to. biting 
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RUTT with me^ though I aro sorry to say t^t 
in . consequence of tny ill health I have not yet 
h%d the pleasure of seeing him. Pray remember 
me kindly to Miss CAROLINE Rutt, and 
present my best respects to Dr. CARPENTER, 
who truly stands very high in my estimation. 
I now conclude this with my best regards 
for you and for Miss Castle, and remain, dear 
Madam, 

"Yours most faithfully, 

"Rammouun Roy. 


"To Miss Kiddell, 

"Stapleton Grove, near Bristol." 

"Bedford Square, 

May 1833. 

."Dear Madam, — During last week I more 
Uian once intended to proceed to Bristol to avail 
myself of your kind invitation. But important 
matters passing here daily have detained me, 
and may perhaps detain me longer than I expect, 
I however lose no time in informing you that 
tiue influenza has already lost its ij^fiuence ih 
' X/kndon, a circumstance which justifies my ent^ 
llidning a hope of seeing you and your friends -liBi 
;^j|ip mi^ti^poli8 within a shortjlinje^ perhaps 






frtstant. !n the anticipation of th^ 

/‘el being soon introduced to you and your frierfi^f; 
'K’' jrftmain^ with my best compliments to ilmf 
Castle and Miss rutt, ; 

"Dear Madam, 

"Yours most faithfully, 

"Rammohun Roy, ,!'! 

■ ■ ':f ■■■ 

"P.S. — I sincerely hope that you a/l haiw? 
escaped the complaint. "R. R. . / 

- ' ’ V 

"Miss Kiddell, 

"Stapleton Grove, near Bristol," 


^ To Miss Kiddell. 5 

"/««« 12/A, 1833, y; 

■ . 

"Dear Madam, — ^As Astley's Theatre com*| 
mences at a-quarter past six o’clock p. !»•>.; iJ 
propose doing myself the pleasure of calling upt^w 
tyou at a .l|ttle after half-past five to accomp%^^ 
ryOu and your friends to the Theatre. . In - 

Jhieantime, 1 remain, dear Madam, J 

■, ■ ■ 

$ "Yours very sincerely, . j ; V;5 

I *'RAMMOHt;N,]RO|'^ 

■' To MissCASTLlj^^^^' ^ 







my boldness when I take upon myself tp 
;^mind you of your promise to read the pubiiCK* 
tioo of a certain learned Brahmin which 1 have 
^' brought to your notice. You may begin with 
V(^ge4, and afterwards read the preceding part. 

^ 1 trust our truly esteemed Miss Kiddell is now 
restored to health, and remain, 

'•Yours very sincerely, 

Rammohun Roy. 

This note does not request an answer. 

To Miss Kiddell. 

"Dear Madam,— I hope you and your friends 
are not worse from keeping late hours. I beg your 
acceptance of the accompanying volume, contain- 
ing a series of sermons preached by Dr. CUANNING, 
Which I prize very highly. 

i ; .':' I also beg you will oblige me by rendering 
the small pamphlet, published by a friend, accept- 
able to Miss Castle. Being averse to induce her 
to i . write a letter of thanks for such a trifling 
prt^^ot, I have refrained from sending it directly 
tblMiss Castle. Had I not been engaged to a, 
party to-day, I would have made anothef . 
,of. Miss Rutt'S generosity this afternoon*, 
l ii^VPhdeavour to pay you a short visit betw^ 
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the hours of ten and twelve, should you he - 0 : 
home. 

"I remain, 

“Yours very sincerely, , 
“Rammohun Roy.* 

48 Bedford Square. 

July gih, 1833. , 

"Dear Madam, — I had yesterday the pleasure of 
receiving your letter of the 6th, and rejoice to learn 
that you find my son peaceable and well-behaved, 
i however entreat you will not stand on ceremony, 
with him. Be pleased to correct him whenever 
he deserves correction. My observation on, and^ 
confidence in, your excellent mode of educating 
. young persons, have fully encouraged me to leave 
my youngster under your sole guidance. I at the 
Same time cannot help feeling uneasy now and. 
then, at the chance of his proving disrespectful; 
;or troublesome to you or to Miss Castle. 

“Miss Daniel is not going to Bristol tordaysj 
She will probably leave us on Friday next, whe^ 
' I intend to send a parcel of books, 6‘c., in fael 
,chargei i hope I shall be able to have the pleasurtf’ 
[df visiting you at your country residencf< nmd 
|week, and not before, a circumstance which f 
g^l fu'event us from joining the meeting tn you^ 





nnghboorhood* Dr. Carpenter ( I think ) left 
^hdon on Saturday last. I doubt not you wilt 
tiiy youngster every Sunday^ to hear that 
p{^|». and true minister of the Gospel. 

'■v; "I will write again by Friday next. In the 
^antime I remain, dear Madam, 

^‘Yours very sincerely, 

Rammohun Roy. 

"Miss Kiodell' 

"Stapleton Grove, near Bristol.” 


On the same sheet as the foregoing : — 

"Ma chere ‘Demoiselle,— With delight I 
mad the few lines with which you have favoured 
Im^ and offer you my warm acknowledgments for 
fltem. They indicate that I still retain a place in 
^duf memory. I hope I shall be able to receive 
Jom you next week marks of personal civility, 
f'yso hope to be able to send you a small volume 
M Friday next for your acceptance, with a short 
letter, and will earnestly expect for a few lines in 
ri^ly. Pray remember me kindly to my son and 
ibiMiss Rutt, and believe me always, with the 
l|fiR<test regard, 

» "Yours most sincelely, 

■ ' ■ . 'Rammohun R<>y. 

excuse haste, as dinner Is getting cold. 





Ann Kicm'lu 

the active members of the East; ' 
,Ni>n^a C^pany having been incessantly occupied 
. b^ Charter question, I have not yet brought 
■l^e subject relative to your young nephew to the 
.' notice of any of them. 

"R. R.** 

The following letter is on the same sheet 

* Friday, dispatched on Saturday. 

"Ma chere Demoiselle,— M any thanks for 
your obliging and polite communication, whicb> 

- by mistake, bears no date. I am glad to observe 
that you are pleased with your late journey, and 
^.witb your visit to Windsor. The account which 
}"l@^iS3 Kiddell and yourself have given of my 
' gratifies me very much. Miss Hare received 
. a letter from him this morning ( which she read to 
me ), expressing his utmost joy and satisfaction 
;^Tth his present situation. I beg you will accept 
; my best thanks for your kind treatment of him, 
instead of thanking me for the little tract I had 
•;;ihe pleasure to send you last week, 1 wish yoq 
only that you would pay attention to it.^ 
v'You will perceive from my letter ft? Mfss ' 
that I am to be - detained here a week": 
l^^i^ at the sacrifice of my feelings. I however 
i|^ihi^ei|>..relli^tiH.g'.Uiat to- entertain- -'a' hoi»e' .'of^";-; 



enjoying th« society of friends (though for a sh^ . ; 
ti^e^ say one n^onth) is more pleasant thati : 
bringing it to a termination by the ccmpieticm;' 
of it. Adieu for the present. 

"I remain, 

Yours very sincerely and obliged, 

“Rammouun Roy. 

•^iss Catherine Castle." 

‘'48 Bedford Square. 

24/A, 1833. 

"Dear Madam, — From my anxiety to proceed: 
to Bristol heavy duties appeared to me light, and 
' difficult tasks h.-id seemed easily manageable. The 
consequence was that I met with disappointments. 

:■ from time to time, which I felt severely. To*day 
js the third reading of the India Bill in the House; ; 
.;of Commons, after long vexatious debates in th^,- : 
^Committee, impeding its progress under different;? 
^pretensions. After the Bill has passed the Lpwe.t. > 
.^i House, I will lose no time in ascertaining hoW:‘J|i;; 
[wlU stand in the Upper Branch, and will 
Idiately leave London without waiting for the 

I will proceed direct to Bristol next ' 

;ahd on my way to [from y] London 1 will emdtW' 
gji'OUr to. visit my acquaintances at Beth mid.\|t«, ; 

'th»t ..1 fhouhl: ? 






from fulfilling my intention this weefe^ 
.3^y cfrcumstances over which 1 had no control. 

I feel very much obliged by your kind sugges* 
;[i(^OQS contained in my son's letter. You may 
; 4 cpend on my adhering to them. I intend to 
i teave this place a little before ten a.m., that 1 may 
; ItfHve there on the morning of the following day. 
’ -before I leave I.ondon I hope to be able to procure 
the situation for your young relative. Pray present 
my kindest regards to Miss Castle, and believe 
me, dear Madam, 

'‘Yours very sincerely, 

"Rammohun Roy, 

/*M!ssAnn Kiddell." 

“48 Bedford Square, 

August \ 6 th, 1833. 

•Dear Madam, — I have now the pleasure of 
informing you that 1 feel relieved, and will proceed 
to Stapleton Grove on Thursday next. l beg you 
will excuse this short letter as I am incessantly 
engaged in making preparations, particularly in 
Writing letters to India and in different parts of 
■this country. Pray give ihy love to my son and 
:.|liy kind regards to Miss Castle, and b^eve. me. 
Madam, 

I ii;. s Yours very, sincerely, 

' ,Rammohu» Roy. 






S.--Miss Hare presents her compliment^,; 
to yourself and Miss Castjle. R. R. . 

"Miss KlDDELL, 

* Stapleton Grove, near Bristol." 

Alas j ' The happiness of the meeting in Bristol', 
with friends so much esteemed, — the interchange; 
of thought with congenial minds so long anticipated,- 
was destined by the Supreme Disposer of all to 
be but of short duration. No visit most delight- 
ful, but too short, remained to be treasured in the 
memory of the noble guest with affectionate regret 
at its termination j — Before the letters reached, 
India, the hand that traced them was cold ip 
death!— And we who had rejoiced in. his presence 
were mourning his departure ] 

Thou orderest all things well, O Father, and 
we will trust where we cannot trace t 



Chapter III. 


VISIT TO BRISTOL. 

THE RAJAH'S DEATH, AND INTERMENT, 

Early in the month of September, 1833, the 
Rajah RammoHun Roy arrived at Stapleton Grove, 
near Bristol, accompanied by Miss Hare, the 
daughter of his late esteemed friend, Mr, DAVID 
Mare, of Calcutta, who then resided with her 
uncles in Bedford Square ; he was attended by 
his two Hindoo servants, Ramhurry Doss and 
Ramrotun Mukerjaii. His son, Rajah Ram 
Roy, was already at Stapleton Grove, as we learnt 
from the letters in the preceding chapter, 

Stapleton Grove is an agreeable and commddiousi; 
mansion, which might well be selected as . an . 
example of an English gentleman's country resi* 
dence. It had belonged to Mr. MICHAEL CaRTLE^ 
a highly esteemed Bristol merchant, %nd . 

.Dr, Carpenter’s congregation. On the 
. bf that gentleman, and shortly .after that/Of 
^wife, Mrs. Castle, Dr. Carpenter 




PisU §0 . 



th^ charge (they had requested him to fulfil), ©I; 
beiRg one of the guardians of their only child, 47;^^ 
young lady of great promise j they had requested; 


him to undertake this charge as they confided .• 
unreservedly in his excellent influence, and good 
judgment in directing her. 

As neither Dr. CARPENTER’S professional 
engagements, nor the nature of his own establish- . 
ment, authorized his seeking the privilege he 
would so greatly have valued of receiving hia ^ \ 
distinguished friend in his own house, it had becii' ! • 
atrranged soon after the Rajah^s arrival in England^: 
that whenever he was able to visit Bristol ho ' 
should take up his abode at Stapleton Grove, 
rwhere Miss Kiddell and Miss CASTLE esteemed 
It a high honour to receive him, and would do all . 
|in their power to render agreeable his stay in the 
I neighbourhood , 

a;. After his exciting life in Lortdon, the Rajali 
/was doubtless glad of the quiet of a country life, 

( and we do not hear of his having made any publfe/ 

I appearance, or sought for gaiety or places of 
4 %musement, during his too brief abode 
iPristol But almost every day, if not dailyi 
v§jiud Dr. Carpenter had friendly intercou^/- 
V I either at Stapleton Grove or at Dr. C/s 
; llo Great George Street, and it is needless 

acquaiptartce with thje JUastrfotis 




.^^tranger tended only to increase . the .etfcct^efii^^ 
;lidtnIration and respect^ already felt for bins.* 

•^V- In Uh; House of Prayer where Dr. CARPEKTitft 
. Officiated, Lew!n*s Mead Chapel, the Rajah woir* 
l;-e(hipjE)ed on two successive Sundays, the last he 
to spend on earth in the public services, of 
> ^{religion. 

"On the first," says Dr. Carpenter, "I ad- 
. dressed this congregation from words in the l8th 
chapter of the First iBook of Kings ; where, after 
' the solemn sacrifice on Mount Carmel, and the 
proof from heaven that Jehovah Is God alone, the 
' Prophet of the Lord, after sending for six times 
in Vain, received, at the seventh, the report of 
^ his servant, 'There ariseth a little cloud out of 
, the sea like a man’s hand.* In that discourse I 
y adverted, with earnest respect, to the recent death 
,■ 'of Mr. WiLBERFORCE, who had lived to see the seal 
put to the accomplishment of purposes to which 
the greatest labours Of his life had been directed ; 
; htid it was my intention, when I again preached 
in the morning, to continue the subject, by ad- 
verting to various other facts in the divine govern" 
jment, where great and efiectual and lasting g;odd. 
begun in circumstances which cayed fcr tjte.. 
j ’’faith as well as the hopefulness of the servante of 
j in some of which it seemed as if nothing 
^^cire achieved or even effectually cpinmeiiced;^f 





vV-r.;-. ■' 

- ..,,, ' 

•II contributing^ to cheer the wearied disappoinUsi 
heart nnder difficulties and opposition, and etTof* 
ding abundant encouragement to 'the patience oC‘ 
hope and the labour of love*.** 

On the next Sunday, Dr. C *5 colleague. Rev. 

. R.. B. Aspland, officiated ; he says in reference to 
it, "1 had to speak in behalf of Manchester New 
College. The appeal interested him, and he sent' 
me by Mr. Estlin a kind message, intimating 
his purpose of seeing me, and sending through me 
a contribution to the College. He did not live tO' 
fulfil his purpose.” 

The work of the Hindoo Reformer had long 
been known in Bristol, and about eight years be- 
fore, his services in the cause of philanthropy and 
religion were in an especial manner brought for- 
ward to this congregation, when an appeal was 
. made to it, answered with even more than its 
' : wonted liberality, to assist ip the establishment of 
‘ Unitarian worship in the capital of British Indian 
His appearance, then. In Lewin’s Mead Chapef 
was warmly welcomed, and is recollected by mahy 
with deep interest. He intended visiting othc<( 
.places of worship, as he had done in London^ hia » 
> ^^irit being truly catholic. ^ >. , 

7,. It will be remembered that seventeen ye^. 

. * This sermon, “The Prophet's Cloud,” is in the voliim 
"of Pr, Carpbntsr’s printed discounes. 
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tl^ I(a|ah bad first worshipped with Cbri^ 
•■.‘ itefts ; in the family of Eustace CaRey, and res* 

: him a copy of Watt*8 Hymns j iitttft' 
that gentleman know how that volume would 
t^asured. '‘It was a common practice with: 

V Rajah/ says Dr. C, “as he went to public 
'£:^6rsbip, to read some of Dr. Watt's ilyinns for 
Children ; and he frequently dwelt with great and 
earnest interest on the verse, 

"Lord j how delightfuli *tis to see 
A whole assembly worship thee; 

At once they sing, at once they pray ; 

They hear of heaven and learn the way."* 

• Several persons well known in the literary 

, had the opportunity of conversing with the 

?:;Rajah. The celebrated essayist. Rev. JOHN FOSTER 
\;OCciipied a house adjoining Stapleton Grove, 

^ which he rented from Miss Castle. Mention is 
- m of his interviews with the distinguished 
stranger In the life and correspondence of that 
eminent man. 

• Even in cases where there had been a prejudice 

• against the Rajah, though we cannot suppose that 
there could have been many of these, his personal 

' influence soon removed it ; this is rfmarkably ; 

in a letter of Mr. FOSTER'S to a friendjj, ■ 
October 8,’ 1833 

entertained a strong prx^osses^tr ; 


" II ' '^.lrl■■l^*«i^^n..>■>W-**>»^^■.^l■^f..«^■ 1».I|' n 

against him ( the Rajah )« had no wish to sae hio^i 
bat could not avoid it, when he was come to tbh' 
imuse of our young landlady. Miss CastLB. My ' 
prejudice could not hold out half-an-hour aftei^ 
being in his company. He was a very pleasihg- 
and interesting man ; intelligent and largely 
informed, I need not say — but unafl!ected, frh 
endly, and, in the best sense of the word 
polite* I passed two evenings in his company, ' 
only, however, as a unit in large parties ; the 
latter time, however, in particular and direct 
conversation with him, concerning some of 
the doctrines of the Indian philosophers, 
the political, civil, and moral state of the 
Hindoos.” • 

A large party was invited to meet the Rajah 
at Stapleton Grove, on the nth of September. Of !, 
this Dr. Carpenter says. — 

•'In the conversational Stapleton Grove were 
men fully competent to judge of intellectual, 
power and one and all admired and went- 
delighted by the clearness, the closeness, and 
the acuteness of his arguments, and the,;;; 
beautiful tone of his mind, in the second d£.; 
the two conversations at which Mr. FOSTI&I^, 
^was present, the Rajah continued for tbreU' 

i;. - - -- ■■■■ • 

* Vidi FtKSTSR’s Life und Correspondeneei i P> 94* 







hCHUs, $l;iand{ng thif: whole time, replying, , to «U 
the inquiries and observations that were made 
number of gentlemen who surrounded him,/on 
Ihe moral and political state and prospects of 
India, and on an elucidation at great length of 
pertain dogmas of the Indian philosophers/ 
Admiring respect was^ ( may say, the sentiment 
of all present.” 

There was on that occasion much conversation 
on religious topics, and as those last statements 
of the Rajah’s views possessed peculiar interest, 
as well as much importance, after bis lamented 
death. Dr. Carpenter requested a written state- 
ment respecting their recollection of them from 
two gentlemen who were present. Rev. JOHN 
Foster and Dr. JERRARD. These are inserted in 
his "Review” — 

* 'To the Rev. JOHN Foster, Stapleton. 

“'Great George Street, 12th Oct ,, 1833. 

" 'Dear Sir, —You cannot have forgotten the 
remarkable conversation at Stapleton Grove on 
the nth ult., principally between Dr. Jerrard 
and the Rajah, on the subject of the extent and 
reasons of the Christian belief of the latter. Majf 
d ,^icit your opinion as to the correctness 
^.. the following position— that the RajahVdecIar.a- 
lipds at that time authorize the conviction that- 
1)$ Jbelieved in the divine authority ofCbtisl;^ 



thougH lie rested this belief on internal 

ence ; and that he believed in the resurrection "dY’ /- 
Christ. ' 

*' ^May I further ask, if any thing that pas^ i 
elsewhere in your hearing threw any doubt into - 
your mind whether he believed in the divine 
authority of Christ ? 

‘If you deem the position correct, and answer • 
the inquiry in the negative, \,to that exUM 
speak of you as among others at the conversation ; 
to which I refer f 

“ ‘ I am, &c. 

‘“Lant Carpenter. ' 
“To this I received the following reply, which 
must set the question at rest. For the fulness of 
. its statement, and for the permission to employ 
; it, 1 fSel greatly obliged to Mr. FOSTER, as will 
|also many other friends of the Rajah. 

• ‘Stapleton, Oct . 14 ; 

• ‘Dear Sir, — My memory is so very defective, 
j that I have no doubt your own, and that of eaOh > 
rqf the gentlemen of the party at Stapleton GroWj^' 
'irill have more faithfully retained many particolai^v 
|df the conversation with that most intereatf^^ 
l^rson, the Rajah Rammohun Roy. I cAnnc^^ 
|i^ol!ect whether, in replying, with prompY^t^: 
||tid the utmost apparent frankness, to the >e^l(« 
tUquiries cbticerniiig his -religious opih^ii^, bd 





ijiai^^ssed in so many exact arords his 'Miaf 'to; 
; ^ jd}vine authority of Christ' But it was yirtUa% 
'’Stith a declaration when he avowed, as he did 
jilhiXiuivocaUy, his belief in the resurrection of 
jChrist, and in the Christian miracles generally. 

the same time he said that the internal evidence 
4df Christianity had been the most decisive of bis 
/fcdnviction. And he gave his opinion,' with some 
reasons for it, that the miracles are not the part 
6f the Christian evidence the best adapted to the 
conviction of sceptics. 

*"TIns led one of of the gentlemen to observe, 

; that surely the sceptics must admit, that if the 
recorded were real facts, they must be 
irtefragabie proof of truth of what they were 
'wrought to attest $ and that in so serious an affair 
tfic sceptics are under a solemn obligation to 
; examine faithfully the evidence that they were 
'actually wrought, which if they did, they would 
find that, evidence decisive. 

,■ " ‘The Rajah instantly assented to this; but 
.1 thought I perceived by his manner that he had A. 
/Slight surmise that the observation might possibly 
iba meant to bear on himself, with some implicatibrt 
■pfa doubt, in consequence of what be ^haid said 
the inferior efficacy of the proof from rnifa^’^i 
lu had an mHtt conviction of the : 

^^;.iliibse ■ recorded ’ mfrwles ; 'for 'he' - aiaid,-''«:ety ■ 




poiflftisdly, that any argument on tliat subject l 
llDu'te superfluous as to him, for that he did belit^ ^ 
to their reality. 

*It was of sceptics generally that he spokcj" 
but I thought it probable ( from recollection djf , 
something in one of his writings ), that he had 
especially in his mind the Hindoo sceptics, whose ■ 
imaginations have been so familiarized with the 
enormous prodigies of the Brahminical Mythology^ 
that, in spite of their rejecting them as monstrous ! 
fables, they retain an exaggeration of ideas, ap " 
incapacity of apprehending the true proportions of , , 
.things, which will not allow them to see anything 
great and impressive in the far less prodigious . 
wonders of the Jewish and Christian Scriptures : 
^besides that their revolt from the belief of the 
'^fabulous mira’cles creates in them a tendency, 

^unchecked by any due strength and discrimination 
,.of reason, to reject all others. 

y r "'In the conversation with the Rajah in iay 
^j^arty who had the gratification of meeting him,yi 
"fn a few days later, there was not any distinct t- 
fieference to his religious opinions. It turned 
|tjhe moral and political state and prospects . df 'y; 

I'todts ; and on an elucidation, at great length^^j^t 
li^rtaiif dogmas of the Indian philosophers,* ' f V 

| - V private individuals respeeffi^^ 

visit to Stapieton Orov^ were received ' 

& llie publication of the ^rst edition, and will be loisiid . ln 



■ - tliese few sentence can lie of the smallest 
vse to yon^ in any statement you may have to' 
•;;lmake or inaintain respecting the Rajah’s profes> 

: oh the subject of religion, they are quite at - 

^ijHww serjrice for that purpo 

■' * am, &c., 

; the Rev. Dr. Carpenter'. " 'J. Foster* 

• **l addressed inquiries, in the same terms with ' 
iirst series in the note to Mr. Foster, to Dr. 
JERRARD, the able and intelligent Principal of 
Bristol College. Very pressing claims on his time 
and attention obliged him repeatedly to pcstjpone 
the execution of. his purpose to give me a full 
;«ply which I knew would be to the same effect 
rrRrlth that of Mr. FOSTER ; and at last he found 
' it necessary to satisfy himself with sending me 
the following brief answer to my questions, which 
he has authorized me to employ in any way ’ 
1/; judged proper. 

^ The Rajah Rammohun Roy expressed 

bis belief in the divine authority of Jesus Christ,' 
Rii an inspire teacher of righteousness, and an ^ 
accredited messenger from God. ’ • ' 

" 'a. He explicitly declared that he believed^' 
|n the miracles of Christ generally, and (Artfculartj^^' 
his resurrection, which he said was the founds*' ' 
lii^)®f*he Christian faith, and the great fact i&il'"' 
he rested his own hopes of i Tcs^i^ctiaa^^: ^ 






These few days at Stapleton Grove left^ thei 4 v 
very deep traces. “Those," says Dr. CARPENTERij; 
'Vhom he had long honoured with his friendsbff^,*: 
bad opportunities of unreserved communicaUojti 
with him, on which they now dwell with deep 
interest and satisfaction. Several others who could 
appreciate his eminent qualities bad friend!^ 
intercourse with him } and arrangements werie 
made to enable more to know him personally^, 
who had learnt to regard him with high respe^ 
But ten days had scarcely elapsed before the fat^ 
disorder began its ravages ; and in less than ted, 
days more the event arrived which has hlled 
many a heart with dismay and sorrow.” 

Here our records of the Rajah’s visit to Bristol 
ij^re brought to a mournful close. 

“It was the next morning,” ( the 17th ) saya 
Ilf. C>, “that I saw him for the last time during, 
his life. He came down late to breakfast. I perceiv* . 
ed that he was much exhausted with excitemetit < 
Ifbd fatigue of the preceding evening ; and 1 feB..; 
Selous that he should that day have rest. Hh^;v 
cSinplete rest was nearer than any heart, but'.^^^ 
optt.perlups, foreboded : yet he showed no indi^, 
<d lpm of mental power ^ and in the eyeping i 
day, he conversed for several hours . 

1 ^ friends of Stafdeton Grove, and the fntelll^^ 
R^li^ier EstuM, who regards, if Wegieht; 

"• o- ' 






. to hav% ;s}^ir^ m this last most intefi|; 

ting' interview,* . 

. */{ was myself kept at home by indispo^tiott;. | 
I -was unable to go to see him till my. presence 
to prove injurious. From the morning 
ipireoediiig his illness^ therefore, I saw him no moxn, 

. ifll the rest of death had ended all suffering, And^ 
as respects personal intercourse, all earthly hope; 
hot then, with his more privileged friends who 
had attended him 'to the last, 1 witnessed the 
benignant expression, still surviving, which had so 
. often given a charm to his noble countenance, and 
whteh those who shared his intimacy can nevef 
have effaced from their recollection." 

' ^ The account of the last scenes we copy from 
ilhe private journal of Mr. ESTLIN, by the kind 
permission of his daughter. Though it is mourn* 
fill and distres.sing to retrace in these records the 
gradual decay of nature in so noble a being, yet ft 
'’>will be soothing to the feelings of tho.se who sorrow 
Ihr his death in a foreign land, to perceive th|^ 
;|ta had every alleviation that devotee* friendship 
eeitld minister, or - that medical skill ccttld 
' afiotd. - 

. ^Bristol, Monday, 9/4, . 

went to Stapleton toxallon Rammohun . 
cy ^iad: nidah iatetesting. conversadon . with bii^. 
diitipctly asserted his beHef in Ijbe , 






thfisstori of Christ; the internal evidence ol; 
Cbristiaaity he considers stronger than the hittori^ 
eal evidence of the T^ew Testament He gave me 
little pamphlet translated from the Hindostanee^t 
f : mentioned to hint Professor Lbb’S assertimi 
that he ( Rammohum Roy) denied the divine 
oHgin of Christianity. He said he had denied, 
the divinity of Christ, but not of his commission. 

' “Wednesday, iith.— Went with Dr. Carpem* 
Ter to Stapleton to dine. Met there Drs. jERRARlI 
and Symonds, Messrs. FOSTER, BRUCE,WOKS£.Eiri 
JlSPLAND, &c., && The conversation at dinnef;, 
very interesting, the Rajah giving us ' an 
account of the process, mental and spiritual, whicK 
Im went through in arriving at his present religious 
conclusions. His belief in the resurrection of - 
Chjist, and as the foundation of his faith in the 
general resurrection, he firmly declared. * 

t '‘Thursday, i2Th* — 1 slept here. We had 
'^nch interesting conversation at breakfast. I gaW. . ' 
iftAMMOHUN Roy some account of the West , 
|t^ian negroes. He was not prepared for 
'diatements I made, his knowledge being deHvtdi.: 
f^om the Missionaries chiefly. Miss 
Miss Ca^lb, the Rajah, and I, came into BristpK i 
^ their carriage. They called at Park . 

^ Rajah to see my bees, with whfeh JutMiie 
i^'sed; ■ ' ^ ;'y. ■. 



mt fijur went to Frenchay ; there w»s m 
P^Jf f; the Rajah, Miss KiddelL, Miss CaS- 
;;?|yp» Pr. JERRAEP. Mr. GURRV of Dahiin, Mri 
J* Coates, &c., &c» Conversation .'cmk 
^-p^ljtics. Rammohun Roy attacked the Whig 
"g^ty for their mode of carrying the reform- 
question. 

^'Saturday, 14TH.— I went to Stapleton 
CrrovdJ, and there met Dr. CARPENfER. We 
had pleasant conversation with the Rajah, and 
dined there. 

: "Sunday, isth.—Miss Kiddell’s carriage, 
with the Rajah, took MARY and me up on our 
way to Chapel. I gave him Dr. Prichard’s 
work ( on "The Physical History of Man" ), which 
I had borrowed of the Doctor for Rammohun 
Roy’s perusal. 

"Tuesday, 17.— My mother went in the even- 
, ing to spend a day or two at Stapleton Grove, to 
meet Rammohun Roy. 

' "Thursday, 19th,— I rode over to Stapleton 
to see my mother, &c. Found the Rajah Hi hr 
fever ; he saw me very willingly, and I prescribed 
iot him* Called at Mr. Bright’s counting-house 
: to piit og going to Ham Green ; and at eight^dhl^ 
carriage , came for me* 1 fonnd hitlT//i|' : 
jitter, but still ieverish, Mr. Jc^ . 



M Itirt witli whom RArtMOttiiif 

■..iiheSli. wmw tbwo. 'lAleptlh^re. 

^ ^Fri®AY, 20th.— The Rajah no betted. 
iciiilie home bjr two in the Rajah's carriag;e } wm^ j 
oat again to dinner. The Rajah had head^liil; 
^fnirtg on, but it subsided on the effect of md^: 
^^ine< He slept in the evening, but with his 
much open. On awaking about eleven, I found! 
his extremities very cold and his pulse 130 and ' 
weak, with the appearance of collapse. , Wafill v 
liquids and a little wine, and external warmth]^* 
relieved him, but his restlessness, changing froill! ' 
the bed to the sofa on the ground, was very greh^ 
I;begged to>day he would allow Miss HARE to^ 
attend him constantly. He said it would be verj^ 
ii^roper. I assured him the customs in this coutl' 
tiy rendered it quite proper, and she was admitted^ 
l^had her called up after she had gone to bed, td 
s^y up with the Rajah. He seems much gratified . 
vfith my services, and glad for me to sleep hemi;.} 
Itfelt very anxious about him to-night, and told ti)^ 
niother I .should propose PRICHARD’S seeing hidt;’; ; 
tomorrow. If he were not better. 

"Saturday, 2ist.— Miss Hare sat upwftSC 
tiid RajAh, and informed me in the night hosir:)^: 
wlHati dn. I Saw him early ; his pulse vfas 
, altogether improved; tongitd trobiB^K'/ 

, KIOi^LL proposed Dr. PRiUSlAib Hioiiki 


I ehecffutty 

Bristol I saw some patients at two^ and ;wei 9 fe 
■ ;^apIeton with Prichard todine atBvei^ 

- tell the Rajah of Prichard’S visit uai^ 

house. The Rajah expressed hit 
after how much PRICIf't 
countenance indicated talent. Mr. Harb 
■-; diet us here, and highly approved of Prichard's 
coming. I went to bed at eleven. Miss HarB 
sat up again. 

. . * Sunday, 22ND.>~The Rajah was very restless 
' till, towards morning, when he slept with his eyes 
nnych open. Prichard came at half-past eleven | 

I went in with him, but returned at three. Mr. 

. :‘i^j^RE came out also. In the evening the 
! better, and I was in more spirits about 

hitn. He said while Prichard, Mr. Hare, 
and I were with him, that if he were to die, 
1^ jhad the satisfaction of knowing he had the 
• best, advice in Bristol. Mary and my mother’ 
went into meeting in Miss Castle’s carri? 
age and returned. Miss Hare’s attention to 
the Rajah is most w'atchful and unwearied ; she 
has great influence with him, making him take his 
medicine much better than I could. He is evident 
much attached to her, and her regard fot hi^' 
quite filial. •••■ -v XXj: ■' 

23rd-^I .Toae .a little bjefore: fitYf,' ; 




Hie l^lah h*d inawd e rntless nfghtylk'vff^- ^ 
ei^jpintmupted sleep with his eyes open* He' 
oiaeh . oppressed all day, tailing but little nbtidi' ^ 
aeesoally^nd yet perfectly collected when roUS^^; 
i became more apprehensive of the event, but stiB|r 
am inclined to regard his recovery as probablb 
ais his death. Miss Hare spoke in the morning 
of more advice, I urged it also ; Mr* HARiB^i 
though on his own account he did not wish it, cohr . 
sidered it proper in the case of so well known. '" 
and distinguished an individual ; and principally, 
on his suggestion Dr. Carrick was called in*' 
He came with Prichard in the evening. The 
head appearing the organ must affected, leech'* 
es were applied. The Rajah was rather better- 
at night. He has expressed to me his grati-* 
tilde for my attentions, looks at me with . 
||reat kindness, and constantly presses my hand. 

I; assisted him into a warni bath in the earliet'. : 
^rt of the day } he seemed somewhat relievbi^/; 

night. . 

% "Tuesday, 24TH.--Mr. and Miss Hare at«^;;r 
jibung Rajah Ram sat up last night. I 
tliem at eleven ; returned to the sick chamh^ : 
1^' dve a. m. The Rajah's pulse was a lit^- 
l^itter than ft was last night, and altogeth^' 
lih was not worse. Carrick and ; 

dipe ' at twelve. During the day more cb^pbsed 



^Mtet jl«ep, but 'witbrf bbii :ty^{ 6 pii 0 
; cnrvQing 1^ the n^ht he is 

■■•. :«i|v 

4 i;,^ W»P»BBDAy, 2STH.— -The Rajah slept e go^ 
i^ds#, a»<l was quieter than during any preceding^ 
jf i^^ l 'pulse 102 and weak { Mr. Harb staidnpr 
.f '^hen be reported to me, between three and 
aan., the patient's state, he expressed alarm 
V et^die frequent weakness of the pulse ; extremities 
ds^sed to be very cold, but easily becoming. 

: when covered j he spoke very little, but 

/br-.sensible when roused. I came into bristol: 

' .1^ twelve ; went to Stapleton to dinner* The 
is still very poorly and weak. A mattress 
x.|^.‘bsen placed on the ground for him, where he. 
[^-^W lies without changing his situation* He seldom 


?*TjsurSDAY, 26th. -M r. HARE sat up during 
‘ most of last night ; he reported to me between 
' 4 hreei and four a*m. that the Rajah’s pulse hRd^ 


immetimes been very weak and rapid, so as lO ' 
malm him feel very solicitous. He was in an irt»per«" 
; .iect sleep, with the eyes open most of the night;'": 
ipNr» Carrick came at eleven, and before PkicH«s; 

; AiRI> .arrived we were summoned to the roofil 1^; 
/jliiss Hare, and found him with an attadt'^of ’ 


with convulsive twitebings of thenpios^- 
i^jaiiBSe...*eflit om; QX leas' for. im.' '.’Iwaf '! 




• Ti^-Raj^*4 

" ■ # ’• ■ 

.t«rO| and be seemed not sensible of our visit» ' 
timugh in the morning when I went to' hiid^ ^ 
he smiled at me and squeel^sed my hand in aa> 
iffectionate manner. We had his hair cut off, . 
and cold water applied to the head. After the* 
spasms subsided, . he appeared to sleep, the eyes 
still open, pupils small ; the left arm and leg 
appeared paralysed- We settled to have Dr-’ 
Bernard in the evening. I staid here all day, 
and am getting very apprehensive about the i 
event. In the afternoon he became much warmer;, 
and the pulse a little stronger, but spasms came 
on again about half-past six. He has swallowed 
with too great difficulty for many hours to allow 
of any quantity of nourishment, and he has been 
but little sensible since the morning, when be 
gave me his last look of recognition and thank* 
ful^ss. Dr. Bernard could not come— it was 
useless. Prichard and Garrick left the 
Rajah in a dying state. Nobody went to bed 
be$ke twelve. Miss Kiddell was much with 
thd' Rajah ; Miss Castle occasionally ; Miss 
Hare^ Mr, John Hare and Rajah Ram seldom 
out of the room ; my mother looked in now 
an^ then,. 

‘Triday, 27TH.— The Rajah became worse 
ev^y few minutes, his breathing more rattling 
and.impeded, his pulse imperceptible- He movedt 



i little » few hours before his dea . - ^ 

b^utiCui moonlight night ; on o**®, ®“ 
l^dow. as Mr. HAKE, Miss KlDt.ELL and I. , 
liltioked out of it, was the calm rural midnight 
on the ;ther. this extraordinary man 

1 shall never forget the 
f^^HARE now hopeless and overcome, could not 

t summon courage to hang 

Is she did while soothing or fe«d.n^ ^ 

: ^pe hiid left her, and remained 

^■.Urmears young RAJ AH was generally hoWn^ 

; his hand. 1 doubt if he knew any since mom 
^ ywterday. About half-past one, to please Mi 
idiDDELL, as life was fast ebbing from our 
rfamM Wend, Md nothins but : 

i U* b,«th remained (or those »ro»n'>r ^ 
I'dfwn on n,y bed «ith my elothe. on. At^. „ 
I past two Mr HAIiE came into my room an ,, 

^ t was ill over • Ram RotuK was holdmg-^’^® 
pie It.ya® 'd » young 

■ Paiah's chin, kneeling by him , . 

? Miss K.DPSI.L, Mr. HobE, W: 

' ^ ^ * V* x\/f Hitrry Eod otic, 

I J|U» CASTbb, KAM HU^KV ,, 

?| servants were there also . ni? . . 

|%ep, dra«^ ^ j^jtw moS' R^ 
i;«#erve...any 1, 
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said some prayer in Hindostanee. When the 
ladies had retired, we laid the body straight on 
the mattress, and conversed with the Hindoo 
‘ servants. About half-past three or four we all 
left the room, some of the servants sitting up in 
the adjoining room. I went to bed, but not to 
much sleep, the event of the night being too dis- 
tressing. Our breakfast party was a melancholy 
one. Miss Harr remained in bed. PUGH, marWe^ 
mason, came out with an Italian and took a cast 
of the Rajah’s head and face.* Mr. J. HarE ' 
and I went into Hristol, and made arrangements 
about the examination to-morrow* Dr. CARPENTER 
came out to us in the morning, f We were all 
of us much in the room to-day with the body, 
which had a beautiful majestic look. The event 
is a stunning one to us,” 

*‘The Rajah repeatedly acknowledged, during 
his illness, his sense of the kindness of all around 
him, and in strong language expressed the con- 
V fideiice he felt in his medical advisers. It was a 
source of gratification to the friends with whom 
he resided in London, to find that, distressing as 


« The cast is in the possession of Miss ESXUN, Durdbain 
Dowfii EristoL 

t Dr. Carpenter was prevented by his own iUness Grom 
, seeing the Rajah before his death. 
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the event was to the family he was visiting, he 
had every comfort and accommodation that a 
large house^ a quiet and healthy situation, and 
attached and affluent friends could bestow. 

•He conversed very little during his illness, 
but was observed to be often engaged in prayer. 
He told his son and those around him that he 
should not recover. 

•An examination of the body took place on 
Saturday, whan the brain was found to be inflamed 
containing some fluid and covered with a kind of 
purulent effusion : its membrane also adhered 
to the skull, the result, probably of previously 
existing disease ; the thoracic and abdominal 
viscera were healthy. The case appeared to be 
one of fever, producing great prostration of the 
vital powers, and accompanied by inflammation 
of the brain, which did not exhibit, in their usual 
degree, the symptoms of that affection." 

•The knowledge that the Rajah,” says Dr, 
Carpenter, “had, in various ways, manifested 
solicitude to preserve his caste, with a view both 
to his usefulness and to the security of his pro- 
perty, and the belief that it might be endangered 
if he were buried among other dead, or with 
Christian rites, operated to prevent the interment 
of his remains in any of the usual cemeteries. 
Besides this, the Rajah had repeatedly expressed 
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the wish that, in case of his dying in England, 
a small piece of freehold ground might be purchas* 
ed for his burying place, and a cottage be built 
on it for the gratuitous residence of some respect- 
able poor person, to take charge of^it. Every 
difficulty, however, was removed by the offer of 
Miss Castle, in which she had the warm accord- 
ance of all her intimate friends, to appropriate 
to the object a beautifully adapted spot, in a 
shrubbery near her lawn, and under some fine elms. 
There this revered and beloved person was interr- 
ed, on the 1 8th of October, about two p.m. The 
coffin was borne on men's shoulders, without a 
pall, and deposited in the grave, without any 
ritual, and in silence. Every thing conspired to 
give an impressive and affecting solemnity to bis 
obsequies. Those who followed him to the grave, 
and sorrowed there, were his son and his two 
native servants, the members of the families 
of Stapletoa Grove and Bedford Square, the 
guardians of Miss Castle and two of her 
nearest relatives, Mr. Estlin, Mr. Foster, and , 
Dr. Jerrard, together with several ladies 
connected with those already enumerated : and 
as there could be no regular entry of the 
interment in any official registers, those who 
witnessed it have signed several copies of a 
record drawn up for the purpose, in, case such a 
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document should be needed for any legal purposes.* 

( Vide Aype^tx. ) 

The venerable mother of Mr. EsTLlN thus 
recorded at the time her recollections of the events 
following the Rajah’s death : — 

“Soon after the Rajah’s decease, it became a 
subject of deep interest how and where he should 
be interred. Miss Castle, and her aunt. Miss 
Riddell, wished to have him deposited in their 
family vault in Brunswick Square burying ground. 
But this Mr. Hare, his brother, and niece declared 
vtould be qqite contrary to the Rajah’s positive 
injunction, which was to be buried apart front all 
others, not in a u^ual place of interment, nor with 
Christian observances, fearing that if this injunction 
were not strictly complied with, he should lose 
caste, and thereby deprive his sons of their inherit* 
{ince, and lessen his own influence in India. In 
these circumstances Miss Castle at once offered a 
place in her grounds well suited to the solemn 
purpose, which was gratefully accepted by the 
Mr. Hares, and thoroughly approved by her 
guardians and relatives. 

“Stapleton Grove, Friday, C^ctober iSth, 
1832,^1 attended, with a select number of mourn- 
ing friends ( perhaps twenty ), the interment of 
the lamented Rajah. 

“The scene was truly affecting and impressive. 
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We all followed the cofBn along the broad gravel 
walk, and through a winding path between the 
trees, which led to the beautiful spot selected, 
and consecrated indeed by being his reding place l 
Here we all stood around the open grave, in solemn 
silence, and watched with intense interest his 
sacred remains deposited in their last abode. 

“We remained fixed to the spot for a consider- 
able time, our minds filled with such thoughts as 
the awful scene could not but suggest, and I felt 
that no words were wanting to increase the proper 
feeling of our hearts. When at length an intAf* 
tion of retiring was manifested, a burst of grief 
was observed from those most nearly connected. 
The two Hindoo attendants who closed the funeral 
procession, stood leaning against the trees Ind 
sobbed aloud, as they took their last Iqpk at the 
grave of their late kind master. The tacred spot 
is in a recess surrounded by shrubs and trees, a 
beautiful seclusion near the lawn.” 

Mrs. Estlin described as follows the departure 
of the Hindoo servants : — 

"October 29TH, 1833— Mr. Harb having 
fixed the next day for the departure of the late 
Rajah's Hindoo attendants from Stapleton Grove, 
requested that they might be permitted to take 
leave of the ladies, and to express their grateful 
thanks. Accordingly they entered the drawiogv 
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room, bowing very low several times, returning 
their thanks for the many favours they had received. 
Miss Kiddell then said, 'Ram Rotun, you 
hsve, I understand, visited Mr. D. at his request’ 
'Yes, I have.’ 'Well, Mr. D. declares that you told 
him that when the Rajah was dying he prayed to 
364 gods I’ Ram Rotun exclaimed, ‘It is a great 
lie.’ 'What then did you say f said Miss Kiddell. 
The Hindoo lifted his eyes and hands to heaven, 
and pointing in a most energetic manner upward, 
exclaimed, 'The Rajah prayed to Him — to that 
God who is herf — who is there — who is all over— 
everywhere ; to^that God — the one God’ 1 

"When they took their final leave they were 
extremely desirous to touch the ladies’ hands. 
Wi all presented our hanc^s in succession ; to each 
they m^je a profound ’obeisance, bowing almost 
to the groii^,^ and when they quitted the room 
they said, 'Ohf . it is hard to go without our 
master.’" 

The following account of the interment is 
derived from Mr. Estlin’s diary : — 

^FrJPAY, OcA, 1833- ♦ ♦ * The party 
assembl^H^At Stapleton were youngtRAjAH and 
Miss HARE, Miss Kiddell and Mr. Joseph 
Hare, Mr. John Hare and Miss Carpenter, 
Miss Castle and Dr- Carpenter, my Mother 
aod myself, Hinton Castle and Mrs. B. Smith, 
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Marv, Miss E. Dawson and Miss Foster, Dr. 
JERRARD, Messrs. HARRIS, FOSTER, KiDDELL 
and G. SANDERS, Ram Rotun and RAM HURRY, 
nearly in which order we followed the body in 
fours i it was brought out at about half-past one, 
without any pall ; the attendants were merely in 
common mourning dress, and followed the body 
along the centre gravel walk, turning to the left 
over the lawn to the shrubbery, where it was to 
rest- It was then let down into the brick grave. 
The most perfect silence was observed, save 
wljen broken by the sobs of those who attended. 
Ram Hurry was particularly distressed. It was 
a most solemn and affecting ceremony. After a 
long silence Dr. Carpenter said ( there were 
servants and bearers, &c., about ) that the de- 
parture from usu|J customa on this occas^n wasdn 
compliance with what was known to m^the Rajah's 
desire,and Mr. John Mare desir^d'^AM ROTUN to 
explain to the Rajah’s friends and family in India 
that he lay in a spot bydiimself, and that'no ‘re- 
ligious service was performed at his interment. 
We saw the lid of the shell^„ screwed d^n .p,ver 
the coffin, and returned to the house..' tlpif. CAR- 
RENTER read a copy of verses written Tor thQ 
occasion.” 

The following reminiscences of these affecting 
scenes were recently written by the present author 
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for the Hindoo gentlemen who then visited the 
Rajah^s grave. As they faithfully record the vivid 
impressions of the time^ she may be excused in 
introducing them here. 

THE RESTING PLACE 

OF THE RAJAH RAMMOHUN ROY. 

mournfully and in solemn silence laid 
the sacred remains of the revered Rajah in the 
peaceful, beautiful spot vve had chosen, on the l8th 
of October, 1833. 

^^How, but a few weeks before, we had rejoiced 
at his long-expected visit to us ! We had for many 
years watched his Star in the E&st, rising in calm 
solitary grandeur, the herald, we hoped, of a 
glorious morn to benighted India. We had seen 
it pass steadfastly on its heavi^nly way through 
the midst oHdark clouds, and even through fierce 
storms of persecution, and finally rise above them. 
My beloved Father, the devoted minister of pure 
Christianity, had viewednvith intense thankfulness 
the efforts of this noble Hindoo to present to his 
country rjen the ^truth a^ it is in Jesus’ free from all 
the coj-ruptions with which ages had laden it, from 
all the creeds and articles of man’s device, that 
they may be led by Christ, the beloved Son, to 
tl>e Heavenly Father. It would be vain to attempt 
to describe our emotions on finding that this 
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Champion of Truth had burst through all the 
fetters of prejudice and conventionality, — ^had 
crossed the ocean, — had come to our England,— 
had desired above all to embrace my Father, to 
whom he had long felt united in the bonds of 
Christianity, — had seen him, — had come to our 
city to be in daily intercourse with him I At the 
distance of thirty long years all this rises before 
me in its early freshness. 

*^My Father would have rejoiced to receive the 
Rajah into his own house, had he possessed fitting 
accommodation for so illustrious a guest. But his 
ward Miss Castlk, a young lady of remarkable 
loveliness and maturity of mind, who resided with 
her aunt in a commodious mansion in beautiful 
grounds near Stapleton, felt highly honoured by the 
privilege of placing her house at his disposal. There 
he came ; there gathered round him the wise and 
good who were able to obtain access to him ; there 
John Foster, of world wide celebrity for his unique 
and original writings, was a frequent domestic 
visitor ; and there, or in his own house, my father 
saw him daily. How did he win the admiration 
and respect of all by his noble, princely bearing, 
and his gracious manners ! How did I rejoice 
when it was my privilege to be in his 
company f 

•On one Sunday only did he join with us 
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in worship in our Lewin's Mead Chapel. We 
were very happy to have him there among us. 
My Father had selected for his subject, 'The 
cloud no bigger than a man^s hand,' in reference 
to the progress of negro emancipation, of which 
the devoted advocate, Mr. Wilberforce, had 
just been summoned from his labours ; and he 
felt the text and the tenor of his sermon equally 
applicable to the hopes w'e had for India. The 
occasion was deeply interesting- The melancholy 
privilege had been given him of following to 
the grave the champion of tlie oppressed ; 
little did he imagine that in a few short weeks 
he should be called on to offer a similar 
mark of respect and affection to his illustrious 
hearer, 

•It was on the 17th of September, after the 
Rajah had been about ten days in Bristol, that 
my Father went over to breakfast with him at 
Stapleton Grove, and that day being my sister's 
birthday, she was allowed the special pleasure of 
accompanying him. The Rajah appeared in hi-s 
usual health and spirits, and on their departure, 
with his accustomed courtesy, attend^ them to 
the garden gate. This was the last time they 
were ever so to see him. Mrs. ESTLIN, the 
venerable mother of our medical attendant, was 
staying at the house, and enjoyed his society 
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that evening, doubtless delighting him also by 
going back to the last century, and telling him 
what she had seen at Paris, when on heriwedding 
excursion, she and her husband were at Versailles, 
the last time the Court was held here, and found 
themselves in the midst of the great French 
Revolution ; or how the Polish patriot, KOSCIUSKO 
visited Bristol, and received hospitality from 
them. This was his last evening of social inter- 
course. The next morning he was somewhat in- 
disposed } then we heard to our grief that the 
Rajah was ill } then that he was worse j the best 
medical practitioners did all that human skill 
could do for him, but unavail ingly ; the fever 
gained ground rapidly, and soon the awful news 
arrived that he was dead l It was like a thunder- 
clap to us ! We had seen him in the full strength 
and prime of manhood ; his noble majestic 
frame seemed likely to last to a ripe old age ; 
we thought that a long career lay before him. 
The Heavenly Father knew best how His great 
work should be accomplished, and summoned this. 
His faithful labourer, to his rest, that others might 
enter Into his labours. 

"It were useless now to dwell on the grief and 
perplexity which filled all our hearts , on the 
darkness which seemed to brood over the future 
of India. Nor will 1 attempt to record my solemn 
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thoughts^ when I entered the death chamber, and, 
placed near those windows whence the living 
Rajah had so often looked out on our lovely 
English scenery, I stood by the coffin which con- 
tained his mortal remains. 

"The Rajah’s illness had been so sudden, and 
such perfect quiet and freedom from exciting topics 
had been enjoyed, as the only chance for recovery, 
that he had given no directions as to his last 
wishes. It was known, however, that he adhered 
to all Brahminical customs, which, in his opinion, 
did not savour of idolatry ; this was not from any 
value which he attached to them, so much as to 
avoid all unnecessary cause of offence to his 
countrymen, which might lessen with them the 
influence of his writings. Two Brahmin servants 
continually attended on him, and after his death 
they found upon him the thread indicating his 
caste. The attached friends whose advice and 
assistance he had often sought in London, gave 
it as their opinion that with these known feelings 
of his, it would ;not be right to inter him in an 
ordinary burying ground ; indeed, he had been 
heard to express the wish that if^ he died in 
England, a spot of ground should be purchased 
for him where he might lie in peace, and a cottage 
erected near to protect his resting place from 
intrusion. They thought, likewise that there must 



Tht RajaJii Dtatk, 


m 


be no religious worship or rite performed at his 
interment. 

“In accordance with these views it was con- 
sidered best to select a secluded spot in the 
shrubbery shaded with beautiful trees, and there 
preparations were made for the last mournful rites. 
But these arrangements and necessary consultations 
occupied- tonsiderable time, and as much public 
interest had been excited by the visit of the 
illustrious stranger and his mournful death, my 
Father decided on paying the respect due to him 
of a funeral sermon in his Chapel, without further 
delay, and it was announced that on the evening 
of Sunday, October 6th, he ^would preach on the 
mournful subject. The Chapel-yard was thronged 
some time before the service commenced, and not 
only was every pew in the edifice densely crowded 
but .seats in the aisles were speedily filled, and the 
whole vacant space was closely occupied by people 
standing. Never, before nor since, have I beheld 
such a crowd in that or in any other place of 
worship. All who knew my Father, or who had 
ever heard him preach, will imagine what feeling, 
what depth of spirituality, was infused Into every 
part of the service- The grand fortieth chapter 
of Isaiah which he read, had to me a high signi- 
fierce which it had never had before, and to this 
day I seldom hear it or read it without thinking 
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of the Rajah. The sermon need not be described, 
as it was printed. The conclusion of it was deeply 
impressive- Who would have thought that on 
the sixth anniversary of that solemn time, the 
voice that uttered those words would no longer 
be heard in that sacred place ; that the farewell 
he then gave to his illustrious friend would be 
ottered to himself ; that even a deeper grief would 
fill that House of God ? 

*At length all the preparations were made. 
The Messrs. Hake had come from London, and 
those only were invited to assemble at Stapleton 
Grove who had been personally connected with 
the Rajah ; Miss Castle’s guardians and imme- 
diate connections, the Messrs. Hare and their 
niece, who had attended on him in this last illness 
like B daughter, and young Rajah Ram, his 
adopted son, with the Brahmin servants ; the 
medical attendants, including Mr. Estlin with 
his venerable mother and young daughter Dr. 
jerrard, the celebrated JOHN Foster, my 
father and myself. Soon after noon was the 
shrine containing the mortal remains of that 
glorious spirit, slowly and solemnly^ in the deepest 
silence borne down the broad gravel walk, follow- 
ed by us his mourning friends, who had but lately 
known him In earth, but who hoped to meet him 
in the Father*s Mansions above. The bearers 


wound along a shady walk, which his foot' Met - 
doubtless often trodden, and there deposit^ 
tbelf sacred burden in the appointed reStfUg 
{ilace S No voice ventured to express the dieftp 
thbughts which must have filled every breast i 
could have spoken over such a grave f 
afterwards said John Foster. ■ 

*On teturning to the breakfast room, tny 
Father expressed a wish to read to all present, 
what he felt to be in harmony with the occasion, 
and to my surprise and confusion he read these 
sonnets, in which I had endeavoured to express 
niy feelings, however inadequately. Then we 
sitiparated to our homes.* 

^ The following sonnets are those composed 
after the death of the Rajah, and read by Dr» 
CJarpenter on the solemn occasion 
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ON THE INTERMENT 

OF THE 

RAJAH RAMMOHUN ROY, 

AT STAPLETON GROVE, 

F R I D A Y, the i8th of October, 1835, 


I 

Thy Nation sat in darkness, for nigbl 
Of pagan gloom was o’er it t^^Thou wast born 
Midst superstition’s ignorance forlorn : 

Yet in thy breast there glow’d a heavenly light 
Of purest truth and love ; and to thy aight « 
Appear’d the day-star of approaching n)om« 

What ardent zeal did then thy life adorn, 

From deep degrading guilt to^ lead aright 
Thy fallen people ; to direct their view 
To that bless’d Sun of Righteousness^ whence beamg 
Guidance to all that seek it— faithful— true ; 

To call them to the Saviour’s living streams* 

^he cities of the East have heard thy voice— 

^Nations behold your God l r^’piGe'--fi3oice4>* 
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II. 

Exil’d from home, e'en in thy earliest youth, 

The healing balm of woman's love was pour'd 
Into thy troubled breast I and thence were stor'd 
Deep springs of gratitude and pitying ruth.— 

To lead thy race to that primeval truth 
Which, bright and pure, on all alike bestow’d. 

Points heavenward ^ and to guide them on the road 
Of Christian faith — was thine : but yet to soothe 
Neglected woman ; to assert her right 
To drink of wells of everlasting life ; 

To snatch her, trembling midst the dismal night . 

Of pagan horrors, from the fiery strife 
Of dark-soul’d zealots— must wake our love. 

This fervent raise our thanks for thee above. 

III. 

Far from thy native clime, a sea«girt land 
Sits thron’d among the nations in the breasts 
Of all her sons immortal Freedom rests $ 

And bf her patriots many a holy band 
Have sought to rouse the world from the command 
Of that debasing Tyrant who detests 
^ The reignoftruth and love. At their behests 
The slave is free ] and Superstition’s hand 
Sinks powerless. — Hitherward thy steps were bent . 

To seek free commune with each kindred sbul. 
Whose highest powers are ever willing lent 
: To free their race from folly's dark control. 

To out blest Isle thou didst with transport comd: 

I Hein hast thou found thy last, ihy silent home* 



IV. 


Thy woric thou didst fiilfit while yet ’twas day 
And still right-onward towards thy beacon tend 
With faith and zeal. And now thy footsteps bend 
Where Christian friendship oflfers thee the stay 
Of sympathy and love. But who shall say 
What joy was ours, the eager ear to lend 
To all the accentSi and thy steps attend ?-<rr 
The Angel of the Lord hath called away 
His faithful servant, at the evening hour, 

While glowing tints still gild the western sky. 

Yet though around our hearts dark sorrows lour. 

And teacs of sad regret must dim the eye, 

We mourn not without hope. Thy race is run, 

Enter thy rest j Servant of God— “Well done* i 

V. 

Bright hopes of immortality were given 
To guide thy dubious footsteps, and to cheer 
Thine earthly pilgrimage. How 6nn and clear 
Arose thy faith, that as the Lord hath risen, 

So all his followers shall meet in heaven 1 — 

Thou art gone from us ; but tby memory, dear 
To all that knew thee, fades hot : still we hear 
V. And see thee yet as with us ne'er are riven 
■ ^ The bands of Christian love !— Thy mortal frame 
With us is laid in holy silent rest : ^ 

Thy spint is immortal ; and tby name 
Shall by thy c6uhtryn:an be ever blest. . 

£Vh from the tomb thy words With power shall rise/ ^ 
Shall toudh'tlieif heatt$,4^ 



Chapter IV. 


TRIBUTES to THE RAJAH'S MEMORY' 




It was indeed' an appalling event,- 
affecting dispensation of Providence, which 
unexpectedly deprived India of her noble son, 
ihe world of one of the most remarkable irieif ; 

^bich the century has produced. 

The. hopes of all who loved mankind, and who 
felt an especial interest in that great country which 
tied become so closely connected with bur owa, 
h^d been raised to very high expectation by tte ; 
Itseady unwavering progress of the great Hind^} 
Reformer. Having watched him at a dislanJ^; 
iidth high admiration, we had the privilege of 
giving him into our homes and our social circlesi^i 
I had seen him in the midst of the attraction 
_ , eapital, steadily keeping in view hiA 
bject of promoting the welfare of hi^ cpoli^^' 
making the gratification of any 
^^:^jf^l«|,4!!r-.thi8. ,We,: had., wit^gi^^; 
htetiee . toterest in the . general ditfnslfiiis:. 

8, especially in England, a .eiitti|h|Q^.vh<iee 




destiny mast so materially influence the EfKflo 
T^e who had any acquaintance with the jess. 
^1^ proceedings of the Government, had observ* 
ed how ready and able he was to afford all needed.: 
information ; — how courteous, humble and respects 
ful in giving it | — how firm and persevering in 
adhering to the course of duty ; — how patient and 
assiduous in waiting for and seeking the proper 
opportunities. 

We trusted that he was now to rest awhile in 
the enjoyment of the intercourses of friendship, 
thus preparing to return with renewed strength to 
carry to his countrymen new light, and the assur- 
ances of help and sympathy from their brethren in 
England. 

But it was not so ordered. The sun of India 
went down with tropical suddenness, and left us 
in the deepest gloom. We were bewildered and 
cast down. The noble form of him in whom we 
had seen the embodiment of all that was good and 
noble and lovable, and which had appeared Hkely 
tb last for many long years, was laid low in death, 
even while the thought of him in apparent health 
and strength was fresh in our remembrance* He 
passed away without one message to his country* 
;fhen,--without one last testimony to the trutlm 
which he had laboured to establish,— ‘Witltout oue 
.eicpressed wish as to the future of his ^hdly^ 
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ei^edaDjr of his adopted son, left thus in the !; 
of itrangers ) He believed (rom the commenoi^ ' - 
DMOt of his iUness that the hand of death was upom 
lUm, but, though his spirit was frequently in prayer, 
aiid though while consciousness remained he could 
give a loving, grateful look, and an affectionate 
pressure of the hand to those who were tenderly 
caring for him, disease checked all utterance of bis 
wishes. Thus, too, was it ordered. In that solemn 
hour his faith in the Eternal Spirit resigned the 
labours of his Iif(^to higher keeping than his own,< 
and his confidence in his friends left all else to them 
without distrust or anxiety. His faith bad a sure 
foundation, —for it was based on that revelation of 
the Father of our spirits which was made by his 
vrell-beloved Son. 

At this distance of time we can perceive some 
of the reasons of that appointment which ap^ 
peered at the time so mysterious. India was not 
itt that period prepared fully to appreciate im- 
j^eat reformer. Had he returned to his ow^' 
ppuntry he might have received even greater 
Opposition and persecution than he had befme.' - 
Experienced > had he died there, it is not Uke^ : 
that the event would have excited any spe^ ' 
IsKterest at the time, judging from the remarka^e 
iwant of it which was there manifested at the 
|e)riod, decease. But npty t|ut: f^ 





%itn^fe«sed great changes in his nativa 
l^at ifome of his vio^s have made much ^rogf<i^ 
afhhhg his cotintiymen,— ‘that important 
ilohs -have taken place in the position of our 
Govm^nment in reference to India, tending to 
remove the feeling of separation between the 
t^o nations, — it is now that the fact of the 
sacred remains of the Rajah Rammohun Roy 
being laid in our country forms a kind of tie 
of relationship between us, while the reverence 
and love with which we treasure the memory 
of our distinguished guest are a token to them 
of our sympathy with themselves, and may 
give to his writings an added claim on their 
attention. 

The death of the Hindoo Reformer attracted 
much attention in the journals of the day, and 
drew public notice to his life and labours. In all 
that we have met with, however, the sources 
dr information were the same only as have 
already been laid before the reader in this volume, 
wd it would be unnecessary to repeat them. 
We jdiall present therefore in this chapter such 
private testimonies of respect as« have, been 
;fn:esefved tp us. 

The testimony of the family of the Mr. 
ivhom the Il^ajah resided in Lpndpjn,v.j^ 
-jM^given^ to os.by. Dr. C^bpentjb^. .Kesimys^^''., 



Trilmtn Mjt Mmory. . 


;*Ft 0 m this family I have received every adviwt- , > 
t^e 1 cottld desire, in forming or confirming roy 
Opinions as to the Rajah’s habits and character^ - 
and to the several members of it, his other personal 
friends must feel grateful for the numerous 
sources of comfort which he enjoyed among therh> 

Mr. Arnott (in the 'Athenaeum’) says, with 
perfect justice, that they ‘discharged the duties Of 
hospitality towards him, ever since his arrival in 
England, with a kindness, delicacy, and entire - 
disinterestedness, which are honourable to the 
English character.’ 

; "Possessed of the Rajah’s unbounded confi- 
dence, acquainted with ail his movements, and 
enabled to judge with complete accuracy of his 
habits and dispositions, the unhesitating and 
unequivocal testimony of this family, one and all, 
to the unvarying purity of his conduct and the 
refined delicacy of his sentiments, is as decisive - 
as it is valuable. I had, myself, repeated oppor- 
thnities of observing with what earnest respect, 
he appreciated true delicacy In the female chataic!*, H 
‘ter : and I learn that, while he always maintaih^ / 
Jiis habitual politeness to the sex, and S 

therefore have misled the superficial dbi«rve<”^ 
manifested a very prompt snd clear 
^{nation as to individuals j and that he eommi^ljr 
Ifxpressed strong dislike, and 


they seemed to him to depart fisfim 
that true modesty which is essential to its 
excellence. 

"Mr. Joseph Hare — his brother fully agreeing 
With him'-^ssures me, that the Rajah was 
constantly in the habit of dictating, to those who 
were for the time acting as amanuenses, in 
phraseology requiring no improvement, whether 
for the press or for, the formation of official docu- 
ments — such verbal amendments only excepted, 
as his own careful revision supplied before the 
final completion of the manuscript : that he often 
had recourse to friends to write from his dicta- 
tion ; among others to himself and the members 
of bis family: that it is his full conviction, that, 
from the day of the Rajah’s arrival in this 
country, he stood in no need of any assistance 
except that of a mere mechanical hand to write : 
and that he has often been struck— and recollects 
that he was particularly so at the time the Rajah 
was writing his ‘Answers to the Queries on the 
Judicial and Revenue Departments*f-with his 
quick and correct diction, and his immediate per* 
ception of occasional errors when hi came to revise 
the matter. These facts I and others have repeat- 
' :ipdly heard from the Mr. Hares ; and I rest with 
I; jxmviction upon them. It is. happy for thejRajah's 
viit^ory that he lived in the closest mtimacy and 
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opQjIdence with friends who are able and wihtng. v 
to defend it, wherever truth and justice require.” 

Mrs. Kstlin recorded at the time some interest* 
ing particulars which she learnt from Miss 'HARE. 
“Jhe Rajah read the Scriptures daily in Hebrew 
and Greek. Miss Hare often read them to him 
alsO}— this was never omitted at night. .He was 
also in a constant habit of prayer, and was no|t ; , 
interrupted in this by her presence j— whether 
sitting or riding he was frequently in prayer. He 
told Miss H. that whenever an evil thought entered; i 
into his mind he prayed. She said, 'I do not 
believe you ever have an evil thought.' He an* 
swered, 'O yes, we are all liable to evil thoughts.'” 

A touching mark of respect to the memory of 
her illustrious guest was given by Miss CASTLE.* 

A fine painting of the Rajah by Brigg^ R. 
was brought to Bristol for exhibition ; Miss. 
^STLB purchased it and presented it to thft' 
Bristol Philosophical Institution, that all who vhit. 
^0 place of his death may there see his Hying '' 
Qkeness. It is from this beautiful picture that 
Anntispiece is taken. The Rajah's personal a^, - 
pearance, which is well represented in this piptn)^^’ 

“"‘■V ■■ - ■ ■ ■ - ''I- 

y-: '* This estimable young lady did not long 
Rajahr 'After a tenons and wearing lUses shwfBeS DeeuBhi^' 
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is ltiU3 described in the Asiatic Journal, as qtfoted 
by Dr. Carpenter in * the appendix to his ser- 
mon*^ 

“rrhe person of Rammohun Roy was a very 
fide one. He was nearly six feet high j his limbs 
•otvm robust and well-proportioned, though latterly, 
either through age or increase of bulk, he appeared 
rather unwieldy and inactive. His face was beauti- 
ful ; the features large and manly, the forehead 
lofty and expanded, the eyes dark and animated, 
the nose finely curved and of due proportion, the 
Ups full, and the general expression of the coun- 
tenance that of intelligence and benignity. The 
best portrait of him extant, is a full-sized one by 
Briggs. It is a good picture, as well as an ad- 
mirable likeness.’ This portrait is now exhibiting 
in the Bristol Institution. I fully concur,” Dr. C. 
continues, "in the Journals praise of it. It gives, 
indeed, the impression of a less bulky person than 
the-Rajah’s was. In at least the later part of life j 
and tlm mouth does not satisfy me in its form or 
its expression : but the rest of the countenance, 
the attitude of figure, and the hands«..-beautifbl]^ 
s^nificant, as well as masterly paihted— give tbist 
expmsion to the whole which those who con* 
template Rammohun Roy as the Hindoo Sage and 
llelurmer would most d^re. It is the expressiois 
# ^ reflecting, benignant pbihu^woj^} 



yet with a tinge of pensive solicitude *1;; 
looking onward, and upward, and contei»pl^‘ 
ting the gleams of truth and righteousness breal»> . 
Ihg forth to enlighten and to bless his country/' 

Miss AikiS thus writes of the Rajah td 
Dr. Channing, in a letter dated Hampstead^, 
Oct. 23, 1833 

"I have had your line by Dr. TUCKERMAN. - 1 : . 
was in Kent when he called here, and therefore 
only saw him last week, but I am exceedingly; : 
Struck and delighted with him, and impatient to; 
hear him speak more of his noble exertions. and; 
designs. On Thursday next I hope he and Mjt*' 
Phillips will meet over my breakfast table my^ 
friend Mr. Le Breton and dear JOANNA Baillie. 
You will be with us in spirits, for many associa* 
tions will bring you to the minds of all of us. When 
1 have the privilege to be present at a meeting like 
.this, of the gifted and the excellent from the far ; 
■ends of the earth, it seems to me a foretaste pf 
the happiness reserved for the world of spirifs.^^ ' 
Alas for one who gave me this feeling beyond alh! ' 
dthers^be admirable Rammohun Roy f lidf 
been, frustrated of one of his cherished hopte%j>>l 
of seeing you face to face, either in this p*;. limi; i 
i^ber^ hemisphere— but you were no. strangle t<^* 
n*^ef. Scarcely any de^riptipn can 
hif qualities, a^. the cl^tms 







8ocid:y, bb extended knowledge, his 
j^vi^ensioii of mind, his universal philanthrojitjr, 
his tender humanity, his genuine dignity thixed 
#lth perfect courtesy, and the most touching 
humility. His memory I shall cherish with affec* 
j^hate reverence on many accounts, but the 
tharacter in which I best love to contemplate him 
|Es that of the friend and champion of ^woman. ft 
is impossible to forget his righteous zeal against 
pdiygamy, his warm approval of the freedom 
aOowed to women in Europe, his joy and pious 
gratitude for the abolition of suiUti Considering 
the prejudices of birth and education with which 
he had to contend, his constant advocacy of the 
tights and interests of the weaker sex seems to me 
the very strongest proof of his moral and intellec- 
tual greatness." 

The following letter from Dr. Boorr, an Ame- 
rican physician of London, to Mr. ESTLIN, is a 
lUdSt valuaUe testimony to the Rajah's religtOUs 
character: — 

"Z4» Goyter Street, Bedford Square, < 

"My dear SiR,-~Your kind, most kfhd iiktt& 
this thoment tea^h^ iiid 
Nt^^veafaed tears oV(:rit,4l ;^ ffei^ 






SqitoW: th«t has ^rowti « deep shado^tov^;- ; 
t^.hitttre hopes and happiness of my life.. > iAwd " 
^e;:most sincere gratitude to you for your valuahf#: 

and your devotion and tendernera mmf 
tW sick bed of our late beloved . friend, God 
knows 1 have deeply sympathised with you in tibd 
painful responsibility of your situation, and I ain 
well assured that everything which the soundest’; 
medical judgment, and the deepest solicitude could ‘ 
suggest, was done. In the feelings of all . around - . 
me here, who dearly loved him, you and Dr. Pw? 
CHARD are spoken of with sincere and gratef<4 C 
Inspect, and the blessing of a just man made pci^ 
fkct now rests upon you. 

^Hfour account of the change in your ieeltngs 
towards the Rajah, from the influence of the re« 
ports that had reached you, has very deeply affect* 
^ me I for knowing the Bajah so well, it is the . 
inpst striking evidence of the force of humail . ': 
^judice that 1 have hitherto met with,— I me^-.; 
on the part of those who misrepresented him |o: : 
^tt; for your yielding to those representations 
^roSe^from the same sensibility that led you first 
t^^ Sidmire him in his works. I thank God tliatri 
had an opportunity of tearing yourself 
your eyes, and that the. pdiiiijdf^lov^ 

■ .t^iration. . you .. cherished; for,,hifn 

JHidf. patponal.-.'liUercourM: :!wi|h.;^^^;i ' 


: ciiilnaed W lie render^ fmnrfitallte ‘ by the^aeJ®; df 

'■ - ■■■ 

.1 ' i«X6 ihe he stood atorie in- the single ou^s^ 
dfji i bad almost said, perfect humanity. No ottc 
ifi past history, or in present time, ever came be* 

: mto my judgment clothed in such wisdom, grace 
dnd humility. I knew of no tendency even to 
drror. To say he was not the disciple of Christ, 
that he even smiled in approbation of infidelity^ 
|,ftd joined those thoughtless and weak and ignor* 
aint men who set themselves up against the testi* 
monies of the human heart, which asserts the truth 
of religion against the wit and the follies of the vain, 
est and the cleverest head, is to belie his whole life, 
t have often talked with him on religious subjects 
Slid have seen him amid sceptics. He was never 
more free and unembarrassed and cheerful, than 
when arguing with those who had a logical and 
acute mind. He often told me that he always 
i,rttrOduced the subject when he met the historian 
of India, and that his object in the argument 
Was to show the insufficiency of human reaison 
ibr the production of the highest moral worto, 
ahd the highest happiness. He *even eontbhded 
Ihiat 'the Spirit that was in Christ J^tie^iiaiid 
'.Uhknown and unrevealed till his misstOn^'dilibe^ 
'TtHtf human mind to more' elevated/ putor/ 'and 
d&ihtere^ed thooghto,' motives 
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tliwi the noblest philosophy of antiquity did or 
could do j that the Christian precepts left notMut 
to desire or to hope for through futurity } tha^ 

M a system of morality, it was alone able to lead 
to purity and happiness here, and to form the 
mind for any conceivable state of advancement 
hereafter. He often beautifully said, 'I can never 
hope in my day to find mankind of one faith, and 
it is my duty to exercise the charities of life with 
all men,’ He did not go about with the spirit 
of proselytisra. He argued only for the sense of 
religious obligation, and emphatically assured US 
that all his experience of life had exhibited to 
him virtue and selfrespect and happiness in its 
true elements, even in proportion to the intensity 
of that sense. He was the humblest of human 
beings, and ardent as he was in the faith of his. 
selection, he was sensibly disturbed if religion 
wss spoken highly of, or argued but reverentially 
before woman. He would often smile and spesfc 
.jocosely when the turn of the discussion mad« 
him uneasy from his sensibilities towards wotnati. 
haiiig awakened ; and those who knew him,, 
by his manner and looks that he adopted tl^:^ 
j^ightuess of manner in hopes that the aub^e||^ . 
^ttld be dropped. 

4 “f^was once in bis presence where a, father 
^ expressing doubts of Christianity before, twp 





Of'hi# daughters, who were near forty, and bdbi* 
4htce other ladies. He expressed htmsdf mo^ 
^forcibly in defence of the immutable truth of die 
fj^igion, and when the conversation was resumed 
by the sceptic, he touched lightly and widi 
levity on the diction and expressions of the 
other, and often in the interval sat as if he were 
abstracted and unconcerned in what was said j 
and when appealed to, he in the same careless 
manner criticised the language of his opponent, 
without touching the sense. A lady whom he loved 
sat by me, and said in an under tone to me, 'The 
Rajah appears to smile at everything.' I replied, 
Your words import more than you mean, and 
you mistake his present feelings ; he is visibly 
distressed, and wishes the subject to be dropped.' 
She observed him closely, and said I was right, 
as he took an early opportunity of calling his 
attention to something else. He soon after left the 
party. I had an engagement with him the next 
morning, and the first subject he spoke of was 
the conversation the night before, and he express- 
ed himself highly offended that a father should, 
before his own daughters, confess his infidelity 
and so far forget himself as to say anything 
to shake the faith of a female. He added> 'it is 
ihbre. painful to me to argue with scepth» rbeftme 
. Jipmeo, for there' is., no hope of its leading;:^ 
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ffiOidt *0^ there nwist be pafn where It la Slirir : 
idu^ to give pleasure atwajrs j I never permfttetf 
teHgioti to be discussed before my daughters ^ 
wife/ i can only say that at every visit 
mlraihition of him grew with my intimacy with 
his mind and actions. He was the most liberal, thh 
most amiable, and the most candid of men. HlS 
generosity was unbounded ; his most touching 
politeness was an instinct of his nature ; it nevet 
left him to his most familiar associates ; white • 
he paid just deference to rank, in obedience to 
the conventional etiquette of society, he honoureef 
above all men the poor gardener whom he met 
with in some rich establishment in India, who had, 
uninfluenced by the authority of his superiors, 
examined the Scriptures, and adopted the faith 
of the Unity of God. He went to the garden 
every day to talk with him, and he often said to 
ns, *^1 could have taken him in my arms as a : 
brother.^ 1 called with him on Dr. TuCKBRMAMli^ 
Mr. Dewey, and Mr. Phillips, of America, an# 
when he had shaken hands with them he sahtj : 
frith his countenance lighted up, ^ with animation^: 
fp Am so happy to be with Unitarians. He ‘ di#:; 
litot mix in the sect as some expected, and reftet^ff' 
^ns were often passed upon him. Mr. Fox . 
Inched this with admirable force in his tterdte^' 
I^Atfoject of the Rajah was to mix trltlr: ah# 





kiiow all sects. One of hfs greatest dMirek waa 
to see Catholicism at Rome. He admired the 
obedience to duties in the Catholics, and always 
sppke of them in this light with admiration. 
Whatever faults were mixed with their faith, he 
recognised in their attention to the poor and sick, 
the noblest spirit of Christianity. One of the last 
arguments I heard from him was his defence of 
them, against one who urged their acting under 
an artificial Itimulus. He contended that what 
they did was enforced on all, by the very example 
of Christ ; .and that the stimulus was their faith 
in the force and truth of that example. 

"But I must stop. When I think that I shall 
see him no more ; that the beauty of his counte* 
nance, the picturesqueness of his eastern costume, 
the kind reception, the noble example of virtues 
I never felt, at least so powerfully, in others, the 
hope I bad entertained of his future usefulness, 
the certainty I had of his present happiness, and. 
illl his enlarged affections, — when I think that 
these have passed away for the forever of my brief 
existence, I feel a sorrow such as I never felt. 

. before, and one which can only find consolatioa 
in that pure religion of which he was so abte a 
defender. His loss has given tenf<^d value in my 
.hiind to his writings, and I have studied them 
, a subdued feeling since his death, and risen 
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&om their perusal with a more confirmed cprii 
victiohofhis having been unequalled in past q| 
present time. Peace to his sacred memory ! 

^‘Present my best respects to Miss ACbitNt) 
and Dr. Carpenter^ and believe me, 

"My dear Sir, 

"Sincerely and gratefully yours, 

' T. Boott."* ' 

Dr. Boot speaks of accompanying the Rajai] 
to visit Dr. TuckermaN, the originator ol 
Domestic Missions, whose devotion to his w'orlt 
exhausted his physical strength, and led him tc 
seek restoration in our country j Dr. TuckerMAN 
was an intimate friend of Dr. Channing, with 
whose spirit he had so long held valued comma 
nion. This meeting with one of the most devotee 
followers of the Saviour, and one who had deeply 
imbibed his spirit, was afterwards spoken of bi 
the Rajah with deep interest. Its effect on Dr 
Tuckerman himself was thus described by hiiti 
in a tetter to Dr. CARPENTER 
'V. “J had interchanged a few letters with thal 
great and excellent man while he was in Calcutta ; 
and had looked with the highest interest to the 
hour when I should sea him in England. , And 
devoutly do 1 thank our heavenly Father that- 
: permitted to;. him, Beforp,. 1 . hiii]| 
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]^e, he vvas, however, comparatively onty. jm 

^Ohject to me of exalted admiration. But I had 

not been an hour with him, before that revelation 

was made to me of his heart, which called forth 

the far higher and more delightful sentiment of 

lope. Ves, in the acquaintance of an hour he 

^came to me an object of very high and strong 

affection ; for I saw in him the most unequivocal 

evidence cf an advancement in Christian piety and 

yirtue,—which I have seen in few, of those very few. 

Who have been born and reared under the strongest 

lights, ancT best influences of our religion.” 

The following poetical tributes to the Rajah’s 
memory evidence the deep feeling which his 
character and death excited : — 


THEINTERMENT 

OF 

therajah rammohunroy, 

AT STAPLETON GROVE. 

8V MtSS DALE. . ■' 

No Voice, no whisper broke the deep i€|:^'«ei ; > ! ■ ' 
ViThtSs to the earth that sacred dost.V^ f 
AU silently the sacrifice arose “ 

From kindling hearts; in one pare fiaine, to Reaven. 

: Pure from; the sun of rigbteoosness it came , > 

, Upon th^e hearts. LangaEge. m eomisoa th^tidit 
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Interpreter, M ^ 

Or, with the prism‘8 ptwr^,,^ had brongk.; , 

The varying hues wWeh Itudiani li^lty throw*' * ■ ■ *. , 

0*er things t^viBei Oh | aev^r nsort niieptaced,, ■■• 
:^n^tt,atthal^'|^lrewiSiiW'nir^ hf^dsmclow^^ ‘ '■^ 

Hiht' WlrbsO didhsive love had all tnanltmd emhrae^. 

: > '/ ■ STAPLETON GROVE. 

: f THE RAJAH’S TOMB. 

BY MISS ACLAND. 
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This is the spot 1 There needs no sculptdfed Hoc ; 

Ua column marks the Rajah's lonely tomb ; 

But shadowing elms their drooping boughs iuclmcr . 

■ And shroud his cold remains in sacred gloom. 

yes j far from Ganges* consecrated wavcy ... 

'Beneath our pallid grovesi and northern skiesi; 

A stranger's hand hath laid thee in thy gravc» 

And strangers’ tears have wept thine obsequies^ 

Stranger t No ; thy “caste*' Was human kind ; 

J'lThy ho!ne*~"wherever Freedom’s beacon shone ^ 

. England's noblest hearts exalting shrined 
| turband oflfspring of a burning zone. 

jpure generous mind ! all that was just and ttuci-^ "V. : 

All that was lovely* holiest, brightest, best— .. / 

Kindled thy soul of eloquence anew, : ; 

I And woke responsive chords in every breast* > "v: 

! ;^s of the westeni ni«n around thee huttg, ■■■£ 
t While Indian lips unfolded Freedoin's laws, - ; ■ > ^ ^ 
And grateful woman heard the Brahmin^ ton^ 

1; PipeUdm her worth, »nd plead her yriifcwed ^ 
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Ah ! why did Fortune dash, with bitter doom. 

That cup of liigh communion from thine hand» 

And scatteri darkly withering o’er the tomb, 

The blessings gathered for thy native land ? 

Be hushed our murmurs | He whose voice had won 
Thee, heav’n bound traveler, forth from Pagan night, 
In mercy called the trusting spirit on, 

And bade it dwell with Uncreated Light. 

Perchance when o’er thy loved paternal bower, 

The Sun of Righteousness shall healing rise, — 
When India’s children feel his noon -day power. 

And mingle all in Christian sympathies,— 

Hither their pilgrim footsteps duly bound. 

With fervent zeal, these hallowed haunts shall trace. 
And sweetly solemn tears bedew the ground 
Where sleeps the friend and prophet of their race ! 

A HYMN, 

SUNG AT FINSBURY CHAPEL, MOOR FIELDS, AFTER A 
FUNERAL SERMON’ 

BY THE Key, W. J. Fox, 

By HARRIET MARTINEAU. 
Music by Miss Flower. 

No faithless tears, O God | ive sl^ed 
For him who, to Thine altars led, 

A swallow from a distant clime» 

Found rest beneath the cherubim ; 

In Thee he rfjsts from toil and pain, 

O Father i hear our true Amen, 
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No faithless tears \ Led forth by Thee, 
Meek pilgrim to the sepulchre, 

For him Thy truth from day to day. 
Sprang up and blossomed by the way ; 
Shalt Thou not claim Thine own again ? 

O bend to hear deep Amen } 

No faithless teltrs ! Though many dream 
To see his face by Ganges' stream ; 
Though thousands wait on many a shore, 
The voice that shall be heard no more ; 
O, breathe Thy Peace amid their pain, 
And liear Thy children's loud Amen ! 

SONNET 

ON THE MEMORY 


OF 

THE RAJAH RAMMOHUNROY. 


When from afar we saw thy burning light 
Rise gloriously o'er India's darkened shore, 

In spirit wc rejoiced ; and then still more 
Rose high our admiration and delight. 

When, steadfast to pursue thy course aright, 

Wc saw thee brave fierce persecution's power.— 

As yet we knew thee not, — but that blest hour 
Which first disclosed thee to our longing sight, 
Awakened in us deepest Christian love. 

And told us thou hadst sat at Jesus* feet. 

But now a glowing halo from above 
Circles our thoughts of thee, when to the seat . 

Of mercy, rapt in ardent prayer, wc come, 

•Our Father | lead Thy wandering children home IT 

M. C. 


Bristol, 

Sunday, igth i833‘ 
6 
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One other tribute remained to be paid to the 
remains of this great man. Sacred as was the 
spot where he was laid, and requiring to those 
who knew and loved him no stone to mark the 
spot^ beneath the overhanging trees, which their 
hearts reverenced,--*yet it was right that the 
public should have access to his grave, and should 
see a befitting monument erected over it. This 
could not be done at Stapleton Grove, which had 
now passed out of the CASTLE family. The 
Rajah's friend, the celebrated DWAKKANATH 
Tagore, desired to pay this mark of respect to 
his memory, and it was therefore arranged that the 
case containing the coffin should be removed to 
the beautiful cemetery of Arno’s Vale, near Bristol. 
This was suitably accomplished on the 29th of 
May, 1843, and a handsome monument was erected 
in the spring of the year following by his friend, 
the enlightened and celebrated DwaRKANATR 
Tagore. • A visit was afterwards paid by him to 
the spot, and recently by his grandson, SATYEN- 
DRA Nath Tagore. 

Dwarkanath Tagore died also in a strange 
land, but he lies in a gloomy cemetbry in London, 

: l^ensid Green, and no tomb befitting his rank has 
' been erected to mark the spot. Surely hU remains 

, * A Half-tone picture Prince Dwarkanath Tagore is 
, given In this edition. 




PRINCE DWARKA NATH TAGORE. 


U. RAY & SONS 






wilt be transfehred to the spot where rests his i 
friend 1 

Many of the countrymen f of the iUustribhi ■ 
Brahmin have already visited the spot where 
reposes ail of him that is mortal, and doubtless 
all will feel what is beautifully expressed by one 
of them, — "The place where lies the funeral temple 
of Rajah Rammohun Rov is a sacred place fb^ 
Hindoo Pilgrims t" May such a pilgrimage rotisie ] 
and stimulate those who undertake it to fresh 
exertions for their country. "The memory of such a 
man,” writes another, whose words have been"? 
already quoted in the preface, %iust ever be dear . 
to the Hindoos ; and it is the duty of those o|^ 
our countrymen who can afford to visit England^ 
not to return without paying their tribute of 
rbspect to the spot where rest the remains of that 
illustrious man- To perform this duty we have, 
visited this famous city, which has the honour of 
possessing the mortal remains of RammohuN 
Roy. It was the good name of your revered and ' 
pious father which brought the Rajah here, and; 
it is that of the latter again which has attracted 
us here j you can therefore imagine how greatly ? 
we must feel the satisfaction of having performed 
this pilgrimage ( if i may so call it ), with your 

t A list of Indian gentlemen who visited the Raja's 
Tpmb up to 1898 it given in appendix C, 
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kind assistance. We hope that the performance 
of this duty will stimulate our exertions, and help 
us on in following the paths of truth and right- 
eousness. My great ambition in life is to be 
useful to my country, and to do good to others ; 
it is this strong desire that has brought me to this 
part of the world, in order to seek knowledge ; 
and the acquaintance of the great and the good. 
Our prayer is that God may give us the power, 
ability and knowledge, which we may devote to 
the service of our country. The performance of 
duty Is its own reward, and though our exertions 
may not bear any fruit in our lifetime, the thought 
.of having done our duty will be the greatest 
happiness to us. May God hasten the day when all 
strifes and party feelings will subside, — when sects 
and castes will merge into one, that of humanity,— 
when we shall cease to regard the English, the 
Hindoo, and the Jew, as belonging to defferent 
nations, — and when we shall all sing, the 

"Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of Man." 




Chapter V, 


CONCLUSION. 


It 13 probable that in many pulpits there were 
notices of the mournful event of the Rajih's death. 
The Rev. Dr. Kknney, of St. Olave's South- 
wark, whose ministiy Rammoiiun Roy had 
frequently attended, preached a funeral sermon 
for him at the request of his parishioners ; he 
also wrote a letter to Mr. J. IlAUE e.’cpressive of 
his warm attachment to the Rajah and high 
.oppreciation of his character. Five sermons were 
printed. In Lewin’s mead Chapel, Bristol, where 
the Rajah had last worshipped, a funeral sermon 
was preached by Dr. CARPENTER to a densely 
crowded congregation on October 6th, 1833, It 
contains a full review of the labours, opinions and 
character of the Rajah, and was printed with a 
number of extracts from his writings, and; with 
the Biographical Memoir at the commencement 
of this volume. 

;.On the same Sunday, the Rev. B. Asplano 
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preached a funeral sermcn in the New Gravel 
Pit Meeting, Hackney, where the Rajah bad not 
unfrequently been a listener. A large portioh of 
tlie semon con^ts of biographical notices of the 
Rajah, and extracts from his writings, which had 
been already presented to the public by Dr. 
Carpenter. It was, therefore, not intended for 
pub ication. But an edition of the sermon having 
made, its appearance ( printed, it is supposed, 
from notes taken at the time of delivery ), whitout 
the sanction of the author, no alternative was 
left to him, unless he could consent to bear the 
imputation of putting out a mean and illiterate 
publication, in reference to a name entitled to 
every outward mark of respect. On the title 
page of the sermon are the appropriate lines of 
the poet of Paradise Lost and Regained S — 

“One man except, the only son of light. 

In a dark age, against example good. 

Against allurement, custom, and a world 
' Offended.* 

The subject of the sermon is “The future 
accession of good men of all climes to Christianity, 
And their final congregation in Iteaven.” Mf. 
AsPL.aNO thus prefaced it, — 

“Judging that it would not be uncongenial 
with the feelings of the congregation, nor presump* 
tlijibus on my ptrt, nor perhaps, wholly uhser* 
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vtCeabte to the cause of Christian truth, i ventured ^ 
last Sunday morning to announce that 1 should’ ; 
adapt the present discourse to the melancholy 
event of the somewhat sudden and, according ' 
to the course of nature, premature decease of 
our distinguished oriental visitor, Kajah Ram* 
MOHUN Roy ; the rather, as he was an occasional 
worshipper in this House of Prayer, and repeatedly 
expressed that he felt a deep interest in th^ 
congregation! On that occasion, I stated that I did 
not meditate a mere eulogy upon the departed 
Brahmin. My object is to represent him as, with my 
means of knowledge, I consider him to have been, 
and to describe his religious character and pro* 
fession as it appeared to myself, and to others 
that had still better means of forming a correct 
opinion. His condition in relation to Christianity 
was so peculiar ; his rank and acquirements and 
labours justly attracted to him so much public 
attention ; and so many contradictory statements 
have been made of his religious views, that it 
cannot be regarded as an indelicate or uninteresting 
inquiry, whether he embraced the gospel enthe^ly 
aud unreservedly, and what was his decision 
athidst tlie conflicting theories of Christian sects 
the true scheme of doctrine propounded in . 
tli^ Christian Scriptures.” 

^ ifiThough the R'ljah had not been able to visit 
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Ireland, yet the Sister Isle was not onint<!rest(6iii 
in the visit of the Hindoo Reformer, and on.Octo* 
her ayth, 1833, a sermon was preached in tlte 
Rresbj'terian Church of Strand Street, Dublin, oti 
the ocOaston of his death, by the Rev WILLIAM 
Hamilton Drummond, D. D.. which was 
published by special request. "The Rajah re* 
ceived addresses". Dr. Drummond states, "from 
Ireland, particularly from Belfast and Cork, and 
a gentleman of this city was commissioned by 
the Irish Unitarian Society to invite him to a 
public entertainment. It was accordingly his in* 
tention to pay this country a visit. He seemed 
to take a deep interest in the 'affairs of Ireland, 
and I can state on the unquestionable authority 
of a friend, who was frequently in his society in 
London, that in the course of a month after his 
arrival, he had acquired such an Intimate know* 
ledge of its statistics, politics and religion, as might 
almost justify the belief that he had long been 
directing his exclusive attention to those subjects 
of enquiry." 

A funeral sermon on the death of the Rajah 
RAMMOHUN Roy, was also preached In the 
Meeting House of the first Presbyterian Congrega* 
r tion, Belfast, on Nov» the loth, 1833 by the Rey.' 

■ J. Scott Porter. This gentleman ivas associated 
Mr. Davison, when the Rajah confided to 





ht^ .the care of his adopted son, aad there^ . 
atale 9 >he bad the high gratification and hon^r 
oC forming the acquaintance of that illustrionf^;; 
liuu). Mr. Porter had the privilege of being ad-- 
n^ft^ted to some degree of intimacy with the Rajah 
who seldom failed to call at least once a week to 
inquire respecting his sou's progress. He had 
thus peculiar opportunities of acquiring a know- 
ledge of the Rajah's manner and mind, as develop- 
ed In ordinary intercourse. To these he bears 
strong testimony in the discourse. 

The last sermon was by Rev. W. J. Fox, 
which he delivered in Finsbury Chapel, London. 
He concluded it with this eloquent tribute to the 
noble and beloved friend from the East, who had 
departed from among us. “We shall see his face 
no more! His presence has passed away as a 
poetic image fades from the brain ! But it has left 
impressions which will long endure ; influences 
of .good, wide and deep, here ; yet wider and 
deeper in the distant land of his nativity. And,, 
*being dead, he yet speaketh' with a voice to which 
nplt oply India but Europe and America will li$ten 
for^generations. A few days of fever have made him 
da|t. It appears that no skill could have saved, 
a which^ as he was probjably but in about the 
fii^|f*6fth year of his age, seems to us prematurely 
t^l^inated. Subsequent to all other signs of con* 
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sciottsness^ he indicated the yet surviving sense of 
the kindness of his friends, and, by silent devotion 
of the presence of his God* His body uriH be 
silently committed to its rest in ground only hall- 
owed by its reception— the noblest of all consecra- 
tions. Many will there be whom personal attach- 
ment will draw towards that spot, and it should 
draw them thither ; for it is good to weep over 
the grave of such a man, and makes the heart 
better. Good will it be for them, there, to adopt 
as the rule of their own conduct his favourite 
quotation from the Persian poet, which he often 
wished should be inscribed on his tomb — ^'THE 
TRUE WAY OF SERVING GOD, IS TO DO GOOD TO 
MAN.* 

*'And if we shed at his death 'no faithless 
tears,* such is the service which the contemplation 
of his life will stimulate us to render. God is 
not served by our forms and ceremonies, our 
creeds and anathemas, our wild emotions, or our 
bustling zeal. He will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice. The garland with which the Hindoo 
deck's his idol is not less worthy heaven than the 
useless observances and mysterious d(^ma^ by 
the faith and practice of which many who are 
called Christians, have thought to propitiate 
Clod. The dissemination of knowledge# tli^ 
4n^atiof| of suffering, the prevcution of opprff* 
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Sion, the promotion of improvement, the diffiltiiaM 
of a beneficent piety, — these are God*s work, fw 
ns, towards others ) and they are all reflected 
u{K}n ourseives in the building up of our own 
characters to intellectual and moral excellence* 
'Speaking the truth in love,' we shall best bear 
our own testimony, and prolong theirs who have 
joined the 'cloud of witnesses’ that compass 
us about, as we 'run the race set before OS, 
looking unto Jesus.' The voice of duty may not 
call us to quit either country or kindred ; but 
our souls have their pilgrimage of faith to 
pursue, through varied trials, to our Father's 
house, in which there are many mansions, 
wherein ultimately shall be gathered together 
the whole family of heaven and earth. Already 
should our hearts feel the bond of that holy 
fraternity, — the love which never faileth, which 
neVer shall fail, in time or in eternity j for 
it is the essence and the influence of God, 
and 'he that loveth dwelleth in God, and God 
in him.' 

•Thus may we anticipate, according to our 
nseihlness and prt^ress, acceptance in degree 
tIkiD that which awaited our departed visitant aht{ 
it^d. For may we not devoutly trust that 
tkjjs Great Master has received him with— 'Well 
good aiid faithful servant, enter Uimi intp 
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tlifc Joy of thy Lord }* and that patriarchs aod 
prophets, apostles and confessors, philosophers 
and reformers, the holy and illustrious of all 
times and countries, gathering round to greet a 
brother, have responded in gratulation. Amen 
. even so. Lord Jesus j" 


Here we bring to a conclusion the notices 
we have been able to collect of the last days 
in England of the illustrious Hindoo Reformer, 
the Rajalv Rammohun Roy,— a man who, 
though he was greatly admired and appreciated 
during his life by those who could discern even a 
small portion of his greatness, will perhaps be 
far better comprehended, and therefore exert. a 
far wider influence over his countrymen, now 
that the time has removed some of the barriers 
which separated him from them during his lifetime. 
India will doubtless not much longer delay to 
prepare for him an endurifig tribute of reverence 
and respect, as well as to perpetuate the bistoiy 
lofliis life for future generations. It is probable 
that the painting from which thd frontispiece ^ 
topied is the best representation of his living 
Ibiin that exists {—while the bust taken after 
, Uloifth presents Mi aetual fonn. Will the caj^l 


country Jbng lemMn withoM the honofir 
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of possessing such a statue of him as may 
showr to future generations the noble benefactor 
of bis country f Ere all have passed away 
who personally knew him in India will not 
efforts be made to collect all that can be known 
respecting him into a complete and permanent 
IMemoir ? 

There however, one further mark of 
respect due to this illustrious Reformer, which 
he would value more highly than any othen 

We have seen how earnestly he laboured to 
disseminate the great truths which he had devoted 
his whole life to discover, and to present them 
to his countrymen for their serious consideration 
in a simple and popular form. To accomplish this 
he spared no expense, no time, no personal 
exertion. His unexpected, and, to our narrow view, 
premature summons to the other world, prevented 
his accomplishing all he had purposed in this 
respect. His works were never given to his country- 
men and to the world in a connected series: — many 
of Ahe books which he published are now out of 
print,* and it is probable that manuscripts of his 
may yet be discovered which he intended for 
publication, had not death arrested his hand. 

: ' 

This defect has since then been removed by the p^bli- 
ca^n of his works. 


T 





Let his countrymen nndertahe the sacred task 
of collecting and publishing in a complete andl 
|Mtrmanent form all bis works, and of rendering 
those of them to which he attached the greatest 
importance acceptable to the public generally by 
being printed in a cheap and popular edition. 
Thus will the most enduring monument be raised 
to his memory f Thus may his high and excellent 
aspirations be enabled to kindle the hearts of 
generation after generation of his countrymen, and 
through them of countless multitudes.^ Listening 
with reverence to his voice, now speaking to them 
from the World of Spirits, may his countrymen 
be led on by him to a pure and holy religion, 
which will guide them in peace and happiness 
through this world, and prepare them for another 
and a better. And thus without distinction of 
country or clime, shall myriads bless the name of 
the first Hindoo Reformer, the Rajah RammohUM 
Roy. 
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(A) 

LIST OF THE WORKS OF THE RAJAH RAMMOHUN 
ROY. WHICH HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED 
IN ENGLAND. 

( Frtm the Notes to Mr. Fox^s Sertnon. ) 

1. The Precepts of Jesus the Guide to Peace and Happ^ 
nessiextracted from the Books of the New Testament ascrib- 
ed to the Four Evangelists to which are added the First 
and Second Appeal to the Christian Public, in reply to the 
Observations of Dr. Marshman. of Seraropore. London, 
iSaij. 

2. Final Appeal to the Christian Public in Defence of the 
“Precepts of Jesus.” London, Hunter, 1823. 

3. Translation of several principal Books, Passages, and 
Texts of the Veds. and of some Controversial Works in 
Brahminical Theology. London, Parbury. 1832, 

This Collection contains the following Tracts, to the titles 
of which are affixed the dates of their ( English ) publication 
At Calcutta : — 

Translation of an Abridigment of the Vedant, or Resoltt* 

V tioD of all tbe Veds \ the most celebrated and revered 
Wmrk of Brahminical Theology ,* establishing the Unity 
; of the Supreme Being, and that He alone is the Object 
:: of Pr^ttaiion and Worship. 1816. 
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Translation of tlie Moonduk-Oopuntshud of the Utharvu 
Vcd. 1819. 

Translation of the Cdna Upanisheds one of the Chapters of 
the Sdma Vdda. 1824. 

Translation of the Kut’h-Oopunisbud of the Ujoor-Ved. 

Translation of the Ishopunishudi one of the Chapters of the 
Yajur Veda. 1816. 

A Translation into English of a Sungskrit Tract, inculcating 
the Divine Worship ; esteemed by those who believe in 
the Revelation of the Veds, as most appropriate to the 
Nature of the Supreme Being. 1827. 

A Defence of Hindoo Theism, in reply to the Attack of an 
Advocate for Idolatry, at Madras. 1827. 

A Second Defence of the monotheistical System of the 
Vdds j in reply to an Apology for present State of Hindoo 
Worship, 1817. 

An Apology for the Pursuit of Final Beatitude, independently 
of Brahminical Observances. 1820. 

Translation of a Conference between an Advocate for, and 
an Opponent of the practice of burning Widows alive ; 
from the original Bungla, 1818. 

A Second Conference between an Advocate for, and an 
Opponent of, the practice of burning W’^idows alive. 1820, 

Abstract of the Arguments regarding the Burning of Widows, 
considered as a Religious Rite. 1830. 

Brief Remarks regarding Modern Encroachments on the 
Ancient Rights of Females, according to the Hindoo Law 
of Inheritance. 1822. ^ 

4. Essay on the Right of Hindoos over Ancestral Property 

according to the Law of Bengal. With an Appendix contain- 
ing Letters on the Hindoo Law of Inheritance. Calcutta, 
2830. London t Smith, Elder and Co* 1832. 

5* Exposition of the Practical Operation of the Judicial 




and Revenue Systems in Iadia> and of the general Cbars^ter " 
and Condition of its Native Inhabitants, as submitted in \ 

Evidence to the Authorities in England. With Notes and 
Illustrations, Also, a brief Preliminary Sketch of the Ancient 
and Modem Boundaries, and of the History of that country, ^ 
London : Smith. 1832. 

6. Answers to Queries by the Rev. H. Ware, of Cambri- 
dge, U, S., printed in ‘‘Correspondence relative to thd 
Prospects of Christianity, and the Means of promoting its 
Reception in India** London : C. Fox. 1825. 

7. Translation of the Creed maintained by the Ancient 
Brahmins, as founded on the Sacred Authorities. Second 
Edition, reprinted from the Calcutta Edition. London t 
Kichols and Son, 1833 ; pp. 15. 

He was also the author of an able Memorial to the Privy 
Council on behalf of the Native Press of India ; of a Bengalee 
Grammar in the English language ; and, probably, of various 
publications not known in this country. His early work, 
which was written in Persian, with a preface in Arabic, 
Mgainst the Idolatry of all Religions,” has not, so far as is 
known to the writer of this note, appeared in the English 
language. Besides some portion of a Life of Mahomet, 
already referred to, mention is made by Mr. ArNOTT, in the 
'^Athenmum,* of supposed works in favour of monotheism, 
and also that “he prepared, while in England, various able 
Papers or Essays on the working of the Supreme Court Of; 
of Calcutta, against the Salt Monopoly in India, &c., which 
have not been published,** If his ‘'Journal** have been 
regularly and fully kept, its appearance must excite a strong 
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RAJAH RAM ROY. 

: : ' TSe following account of this youth was received by Dr. 

in a letter from India in 1835:^ You ask me to 
.l^ivaybu any corrections (of Dr. C*s Sermon and Review) that. 
:%hay appear necessary. One has been suggested to me by hie 
native friends, as desirable to be made for the sake of Ram- 
iHOWLVl^ Roy*s character. The boy rajah whom he took 
him to England is not his son, not even an adopted son 
" according to the Hindoo form of adoption ; but a destitute 
orphan whom he was led by circumst inces to protect and 
educate. 1 have a distinct recollection of the particular 
circumstance under which, he stated to me Rajah came 
into his hands. And my recollection is confirmed by 
that of others. Mr. Dick, a civil servant of the Company, 
found the child helpless and forsaken at one of the 
iainf at Hurd war, where from two to three hundred 
thousand people annually congregated. It is not known 
Whether the parents were Hindoos or Mussulmans, not 
. whether the parents lost or forsook him ; but Mr. DiCK had 
him clothed and fed, and when he was under the necessity 
: of leaving the country for the recovery of his healthi he 
. consulted with Rammohun Roy hew the child should 
be disposed of. I well recollect our late friend*s benevoleat;, 
; exclamation : “When I saw an Englishman, a ChrUtian^ thus. 

gearing for the welfare of a poor orphan, could I, a native, 
r/hesitate to take him under ray care, and provide for hiih P 
:: Mr, Pick never returned to India, having died, { believer 
v on the ^ssageto England, and the cbilif lomaioed ^ 
tv^i^ifpHUN Roy, who became so fond of him, thail OfteW 
•|lh^ght, and sometimes said, that he injured lilia ^ bjr 
^ii^is|ive indulgence. Rajah Ram Roy retur^d to 
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(C) 

Two letters occur in the “Memoirs of Jeremy Bentham, 
by Sir John Bowring, chap, xxiii., P. 7, and chap. XXV 
p. 59, in reference to Rammohun roy, containing Sit 
JjOHN’s estimate of his character. 

(D) 

The following communication from an English Officer 
who had attained the age of eighty-four, shows how deep 
was the respect and admiration felt for Rammohun Roy : — 

“Mount Auhurn, Cincinnati, u. s. 4fh June, 1866. “To 
Miss Mary Carpenter, Bristol, England. 

“Dear Madam, — In the event of the address of this 
letter being sufficiently correct for it to reach you safely, it 
will doubtless much surprise you to receive such a communi- 
cation from an utter stranger in so distant a land. The 
shortest way therefore, of explaining matters, will be to 
proceed at once to state that I am a veteran British Officer 
and an old and intimate friend of the late estimable Raiah 
Rammohun Roy ; and that having lately accidentally 
observed in an American journal a notice, stating that Miss 
Mary Carpenter has in preparation ‘The Last Days of 
Rajah Rammohun Roy, with a portrait and Illustrations, I 
could not help feeling irresistibly inclined to confer with the 
fair biographer, and to state that, if still in time, I might 
happily be able to contribute a few acceptable items to- 
wards so desirable an object, having known the Rajah well 
in India and had the pleasure of frequent visits from and 
correspondence with him, particularly while my Regiment 
( the 17th ) was quartered in Fort William, at Calcutta ; 
and having afterwards had the great satisfaction of meeting 
him in London, before he went into Somersetshire and 
was even led to hope that he would pay me a friendly visit 
in Devonshire, to which pleasant county I bad then retired, 
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and (as I thought settled down» with a rising family^ for the 
remainder of my life. But, alas, though 'man may propose, it 
is God alone who disposes*— for we never met again; and not 
long after the Rajah's lamented death, I was from pecuniary 
reverses led, in 1836, to emigrate to Canada, in which colony. 

I continued to reside for twenty years, when I was reluctantly 
induced to bid adieu to British soil, and take up my abode 
in this city to be near a beloved married daughter— now no 
more — and where I have resided ever since. 

"Having taken a rapid retrospective glance through an 
eventful vista of more than forty years, I now return to the 
particular object in view, by mentioning as above observed, 
that I had the pleasure of knowing Rammohun rather inti- 
mately in India, and that not only was I one of the particular 
friends invited to the great dinner given by him in honour 
of the supposed Revolution in Spain ; but he was even my 
guest at the Regimental mess table, in the Garrison of Fort 
William, — a very unusual thing in those days for a native 
gentleman, and more particularly a Brahmin ; and further 
that after my return to Europe, happening to visit Paris, I 
had the pleasure of being deputed by the Sociefd Asiaiique, 
to forward to Rammohun a Diploma of honorary member- 
ship of that learned and scientific body, long before such 
honorable notice had begun to be taken of him either in 
India or England ; and this Diploma was delivered to him 
by a mutual friend, whom I begged to inform me what effect 
this then unusal compliment appeared to |>roduce on Ram* 
MOHUN's feelings,— and whose reply I still possess. 1 am 
also desirous of calling your attention to a particular 
circumstance connected with the defence of the fair fegaae and 
name of our deceased friend, in my having, shortly after his 
death been so incensed by some uncalled for sneers at his 
memory by a flippant Editor of the London Timsi as to 
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hav8i in November 1832, induced me to insert an indignant 
communication on the subject in the NAval and MilitAry 
Gazette, then edited by Mr. Montgomery Martin ( also an 
intimate personal friend of the deceased ) which, I became 
aware, cut to the quick. 

"I could readily refer to other reminiscences ; but 1 deem the 
above sufficient at present ; and shall therefore be content 
to add that should this communication be thought worthy 
of an acknowledgment, letters addressd simply to Colonel 
Lachlan, Cincinnati, Ohio, U. S. will be sure to find me ; 

and that I beg to be permitted to remain in the meantime. 

“Dear Madam, 

*‘Yours most respectfully and sincerely, 

* R. LACHLAN.- 

(E) 

REMINISCENCES OF RAJAH RAMMOHUN ROY. 

WRITTEN BY A HINDOO GENTLEMAN. 

'‘My father and Rajah Rammohun roy were friends. 
The friendship arose from the circumstance of their mofussil 
residence being in the same part of the district of Hooghly. 
My father was an orthodox Brahmin, but this did not 
interrupt his friendship with the old Rajah when his hetero- 
doxy came to light, for, though of the class, my father 
was liberal and bad a great respect for the Rajah. So great 
was his attachment to his noble friend that he well nigh 
suffered excommunication for it, when the abolition of suttee 
brought upon the Rajah, as the author of this outrage, that 
social misfortune. 

“I was introduced to the Rajah at a very early age by 
my father, and the friendship of the fathers soon led to the 
establishment of a friendship between the sons. The Rajah's 
youngest son, the late Roma Fershad Roy, and I being 
nearly of the same age, and being consequently thrown into 
each other's society, we soon began to find a pleasure in 
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being together, and our intimacy grew up with our years. 
We lived like brothers, and the friendly relations between 
our families were gradually firmly cemented. 

'‘Not long after I had been established in the family of 
the Rajah, the Rev. Dr. Duff whose memory I cannot recall 
without a thrill of gratitude passing through my frame, came 
to India and formed a project in concert with the Rajah of 
establishing a school for giving English education to native 
children. At that time, missionaries and missionary institu- 
tions were regarded by natives with great mistrust, and the 
Doctor and the Rajah with great difficulty could obtain but five 
pupils for their projected new school. I was one of these five, 
and I am now the only survivor out of this lot. The good 
Doctor has .mentioned this fact with great complacency in 
many of his recent discourses both here and in Edinburgh. 

**My friend, Roma Pershad, and I formed, as far 
back as i860, a scheme of giving instruction to the females 
of respectable Hindoo families. The system of Zenana 
teaching which then came into existence was to our minds 
not suited to this end and we arranged for instructing our 
females in some respectable school, to be established in the 
heart of the native town, presided over and managed by 
some respectable mistress, respectable not only in attain- 
ments but also in social position. We broached our scheme 
to Dr. Duff, who approved of it fully, and engaged the 
services of a clergyman's wife for this purpose in England. 
But before we could carry our scheme into operation, I was 
deputed by Government to Lahore public duty, and 
during my absence there my friend was gathered to his 
fathers, and our cherished scheme fell to the ground. 

“The untimely death of my lamented friend rendered 
abortive several other schemes that we fondly cherished. 
Among other things we had an idea of going to England 
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together! there to visit the place where his illustrious father 
sojourned and breathed his last* and ultimately to erect a 
marble statue on the spot to preserve his memory ; but the 
hand of death anticipated us, and the regret is that we felt 
short of our duty to the illustrious deceased, not that his 
memory will be lost, for it requires no artificial monument 
to preserve it, and even if it does there is a more substan* 
tial monument which will last so long as the English 
literature endureth, '*K. M. Chatterjeis. 

^ Calcutta^ 22nd Dec, 1866^ 

(F) 

THE RAJAH'S TOMB IN ARNO'S VALE CEMETERY. 

In 1872 the tomb was put into beautiful repair at the 
expense of the executors of the Rajah, and the following 
inscripton has been carved on it at their desire : 

Beneath this stone 

rest the remains of Rajd Rainmohun Roy Bahadoor, 

a conscientious and steadfast believer in the Unity of the 

Godhead 

he consecrated his life with entire devotion 
to the worship of the Divine Spirit alone. 

To great natural talents he united thorough mastery of 
many languages, and early* distinguished himself as one of 
the greatest scholars of his day. 

His unwearied labours to promote the social, moral and 
physied condition of the people of India, his earnest endea- 
vours to suppress idolatry and the rite of Suttee, and his 
coestant zealous advocacy of whatever tended to advance 
the glory of God and the welfare of man live in the grateful 

remembrance of his countrymen. 

This tablet records the sorrow and pride with which his 

m^ory is cherished by his descendants. 

He was bom at Radhanagore, in Bengal, in 1774. and 
died at Bristol. September 27th, 1833. 
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(G) 

ARNO’S VALE CEMETERY. 

The Homage By Indian Visitors, 

THE LAST RESTING PLACE OF THE MORTAL 
REMAINS OF RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY. 

A young friend who was studying in England 
in 1898 sent the following intersting account of 
his pilgrimage to the Sacred Remains of the 
Rajah Rammoitun Roy at Bristol. We present 
our readers with the contents of the ^Visitor's 
Book* kept at the Cemetery as taken down on the 
ilth of September, 1898. 

^^The book begins by saying how at the wish 
of the grandson of the Raja, Mr. Kishori Mohan 
Chattopadhyay (late Judge S. C. Court, Calcutta ), 
this book was begun on the 8th October, 1869. 
This is in the handwriting of Miss Mary Carpenter, 
who puts in a note in one of the pages that “the 
spot where he was first laid is marked by some 
pieces of granite” ) i.e., in Stapleton Grove'*. 

Then follow names of gentlemen who had visi- 
ted the grove before the book was started. The 
names are : — Jagat Chandra Ganguly, (a Christian) 
i860 ; Rakhal Das Haidar, 1861 ; Satyendra Nath 
Tagore and Manoraohun Ghosh, Calcutta 1863 ; 
Ram Chandra Balkrishna ( Bombay ) 1865 ; Karan 
Das Mulji, ( Bombay) 1867 ; Womesh Chandra 
Banerjee ; Khetra Mohun Dutt, ( Medical Practi- 
tioner ), and Monomohun Ghosh, December, 1864. 

Then follow names and remarks w*ritten by 
visitors themselves. Kishori Mohun Chattopadhyay, 
October 2nd, 1869 j Surendra Nath Banerjee (same 
date) i 
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Then the following 

•Keshub Chunder Sen, left Calcutta on 
Tuesday, February 15th, arrived in London on 
Monday, March 21st, and visited RajaH Ram* 
MOHUN Roy's Tomb at Arno s Vale Cemetery on 
Sunday, June 12th, 1870- ‘‘May the Lord bless 
his soul.*' 

Rakhal Chandra Roy ( same date ) May 
God have mercy on his soul.** 

"Prosonno Coomar Sen, 15th June, 1870. 
“May the Lord bless his soul." 

Then follow : — 

*Kazi Shahabuddin and G. A. r 3 aphtary, 23rd, 
July 1870. 

^'Anandaftiohan Bose, of Bengal, visited the 
Tomb which makes the Cemetry an object of 
deep and solemn interest to an Indian heart, on 
the lOth September, 1870- “May those who come 
here carry back with them some of that spirit 
which animated the Rajah, and made him a Morn- 
ing Star of Reform in his native land." 

Krishna Gopal Deshmukh, 12th April, 1871 ; 
Sasipada Banerjea, 7th July, 1871 ; Dr. Gopal 
Chandra Roy, 7th July 1871 j Radhika Frosad 
Ghosh, 22nd June 1872 ; Dr, Charles Stras Burges 
of Warsaw ( Poland ), i6th July 1872 ; Dr. Guil- 
lamma Neuchatel (Switzerland) i6th July, 1872 j 
Krishna Gopal Deshmukh, 26th January, 1873. 
C* Menacshaya of Madras, and C. Sobha Patti 
lyalis, 2ist Sept 1873 ^ Miss Harriet Ware of 
Boston, November 19th 1873 ; Nanaji Narayan 
of-Bombay iith July 1874. 

'Trotap Chunder Mozoomdar of Calcutta, a 
missionary of the Brahmo Somaj of India, the 
church for the worship of one God, which the 
Rhjah founded in the year 1831, and which makes 
ht9 name immortal in the ancient land of his 

u ^ 
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birth^ visited this cemetery on the 19th July 1874. 
^England for ever will remain a land of pilgrimage 
to every patriotic and pious Hindu^ so long as 
the Sacred Remains of our beloved Rajah lie en- 
shrined in her free soil, and if, in the course of 
time, all other relations that bind India and the 
land of her rulers come to be loosened and in- 
effective, this shall for ever unite the two coun- 
tries which represent the East and the West, that 
the last days — the noblest days of Rajah Ram- 
MOHUN RoV — were spent, and the last efforts of 
his great soul were made in England, after he 
had successfully established in his fatherland the 
institution which proposes itself the object of in- 
troducing into the world the FatheAood of God 
and BrotheHiood of Man, May others be inspird 
as I have been by the sight of the Rajah^s grave/^e 

Pakula Venkata Krishnan Naidu (Madras), 
August 2nd, 1874 5 Palicat Ratnu Melu 
Chetty (same date); Avinash Chandra Mitra, 
December i8th i874jKavarji Mervunjr Shroff, 
January 7th, 1875 ; Srinath Dutt, July i8th 1875. 
J. N. Sircar, B. 1). Bose and W. M. Das, i8th 
August 1876 ; Mr and Mrs Turkeed ( of Bombay ), 
August 26th 1876, Satya Prokash Banerji, June 
30th 1877; Rev. William Thomas Satthianadham 
( Chaplain to the Bishop of Madras ) with Lord 
Bishop Anderson, June 2rst 1878 ; Rama Bai 
Medhabi, May 9th 1885 —with four lines in 
Marhatti, which translate thus: — 

"Looking at the Samadhi of our great friend, 
who strove for our good, I felt both joy and 
sorrow j but I am happy, for the soul of the Rajah 
Rammohun Roy exists in the Infinite bliss of 
God'*. 

K. B. Todhabu Baneryea, June 3rd 1886 ; 
Nitya Gopal Mukherjea ( same date ) ; T. N. 
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Mukherjf^ September 8th, 1886, Sivanath Sastri ^ 
Satis Ranjan Das ; Durga Mohun Das ; May 
19th, 1888, 

"Sivanath Sastri, September 27th i888. ^‘To 
day is the Anniversary of the death of Raja Ram- 
MOHUN Roy. I paid a second visit to his tomb 
this day. 1 thank God that we have succeeded 
in repairing his tomb during the interval and 
after our arrival in this country. The grandsons 
of the Rajah have promised to bear the cost 
of the repairs, which is £ 30 of English money, 
and I hope they will do so. If not, the Hrahmos 
of Bengal will willing!}'' bear it. I prayed this day by 
the side of the tomb, that this noble example 
may inspire us to follow in the same path.^' 

“Rukma Bai (Bombay). July loth 1890, 
with three or four lines in Mahratti, which tran- 
slate : — May the soul of the noble Rajah RaM- 
MOHUN Roy, who devoted his life for the wel- 
fare of Indian women, be in peace”. 

Chandra Sekhar Sen, August 8th 1890 ; Tej 
Narain Singh ( of Bhagalpiir ) and Syed Huma* 
yun Mirza, of Patna May 17th 1892 ; Albion R. K, 
Banerji, September 6th 1893 ; Bernal Chandra 
Ghosh and myself on Septemder nth 1898. 

After mere than five years of no vihiiors we had 
gone to ask for the book ; well might old Mr 
Henry I. Fentham ( the Record-Keeper ) remark 
that for a long time no one had used it. We 
took down some of the remarks that day, and 
returned three or four days later with a few other 
friends, once more to pay our tribute of respect 
to that great man. May our pilgrimage bless us 
with its grace. 
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(H) 

A SHORt BIOGRAPHY OF 
THE LATE MISS MARY CARPENTER, 

BY 

Mr. D. N. PAL. 

The 3rd April 1807, the birthday of Mary 
Carpenter — was indeed a remarkable day. 
Her Life was of a farreaching usefulness. Her 
philanthropic labours are well known, and 
must be known to all readers of social reform 
movements. The events of her career are 
depicted in her books, her papers, and her 
Institutiorls such as the Ragged School and 
the Reformatory and Industrial Schools. These 
last were certainly the readiest means of ameliorat- 
ing the condition of the outcast and the destitute 
whose wretched habit and despicable characrter 
shocked the heart of the philanthropic lady. She 
brought her powerful intellect to bear upon the 
unformed minds with which she daily came in 
contact. She possessed wonderful qualities of 
both head and heart, — qualities very rarely found 
in harmonious combination in the same individual. 
She had the insight into affairs and the grasp of 
detail of a born administrator. Under her vigillant 
and affectionate care, hundreds of souls have 
been rescued from the hanuts of poverty and 
crime. One cannot too much admire the remarkble 
sagacity and uncommon sympathy, displayed by 
her in dealing with the problem of ragged delin- 
quency. Along with the foundation of the National 
Indian Association, the late Marv CARPENTER 
started a monthly, under the name of the Journal 
of The National Indian Association^ as a medium 
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for supplying information on social matters 
and solution of important social questions Until 
her deaths she was the Editor of this Journal. 

The influence of Rajah Rammohun Hoy 
awakened her interest in the Indian people which 
soon developed itself into warm sympathy. Subse* 
quently her conversation with the Rajah 
who visited her, resulted in the conviction 
that there was a vast field of philanthropic enter- 
prise awaiting any one who would go to India 
without prejudice ; and she determined to enter 
upon it at once. She sailed for India in her 
sixtieth year, with a weak constitution and 
with no relative or friend accompanying her. Her 
only desire was to work in this country, under the 
stimulus which she received from the the Rajah. 
During her sojourn, female education, reformatory 
schools, and the state cf the jails engrossed all her 
attention. She was surprised to see that the 
classes in the girl’s schools were conducted by male 
teachers. She felt this as a serious obstacle in 
the cause of female education. She did much to 
create public opinion in regard to the urgent need 
of gradually introducing trained female teachers into 
the schools. When the want of trained female tea- 
chers was universally felt in India she sought the 
co-operation of Government in this matter. At her 
request, Government took the initiative in founding 
schools for the training of female teachers. In 
the Presidency Towns, Female Normal Schools 
came to be thus established. But in Calcutta the 
School was abolished after nearly a year’s trial for 
wadit of adequate support. 

The efforts of Mary Carpenter in Calcutta 
awakened an enthusiasm for social refrom. The 
Bengal Social Science Association was formally 
inaugurated. A constitution for the Society was 
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drawn up. However^ when she turned her back 
upon India, the Association died a premature death. 
The Bengal Branch of the National Indian Associa- 
tion was established in 1876. Babu Sasipada Banerji 
had some hand in it and framed rules for the 
society. The Branch Association was opened on 
the nth April, under the presidency of Sir 
Richard Temple. Mrs. Sale and Mrs. P, L. Roy 
were Joint Secretaries. 

Mr. Sasipada Bcnerji of the Devalaya with 
his wife accampanied Miss CARPENTER to England 
and spent about 9 months in her house near 
Bristol and it was here that his son Mr. Albion 
Banerji, M. A., I. C. S., ( Dewan of Cochin ) was 
born. Miss Carpenter visited India 4 times on 
her educational and philanthrofiic mission. During 
her last trip to India she was much pleased to see 
the marked improvements effected in the condition 
of the women of this country. During this time she 
also visited the various important places of India 
and submitted an exhaustive report to Lord 
Salsbury, the then Prime Minister of England, on 
female education and the condition of the prisoners 
in the Indian Jails as a result of which this question 
was actively taken up by the Parliament and the 
Government of India pas.sed an Act in 1876 for 
the Establishment of Reformatory Schools. The 
remarkable improvements in the condition of the 
Indian prisoners which we now notice in the Jails 
are due to a large extent to ^ the indefatigable 
labours of Miss Carpenter. 

Mary Carpenter died at Bristol on the 15th 
June i877,at the age of 70. Her death was a sudden 
one. Four months after this lamentable event, a 
public meeting was held in the Guild Hall at Bristol 
at which it was resolved to perpetuate the memory 
of the late Miss Mary Carpenter by the promo- 
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titiK of sontjo philanthropic works in which she tooH . 
particttlaY interest. An Association was fovnif^ ' 
for the establishment and support of houses beanhg 
het name for working boys, and working wQin^ 
and girls. The^MARy Carpenter Hall* attached 
to the Brahmo Girls School in Circular Road imd 
close to^ the Rammohun Memorial Hall and 
Library is another of her Memorials in Calcutta, 
(^eat credit is due to the members of the Brahmo 
Somaj for erecting this Memorial and associa* 
ting her name with a cause with which 
she was so intimately connected during her life 
time. 

At the invitation of the Dean who w'as her friend, 
a. monument was placed in the wall of the Bristol 
Cathedral and we think we cannot do better than 
give a verbatim copy of what is inscribed on that 
tablet which was composed by the late Revd. 
Dr. Martineau, — 

"Sacred to the memory of Mary Carpenter, 
Foremost among the founders of Reformatory 
^nd Industrial Schools in this city and realm. 

Neither the claims of private duty nor the tastes 
of a cultured mind could withdraw her compassionate 
eye from the uncared for children of the streets. 

: Loving them while yet unlovely, 
she so formed them to the fair and good 
as to inspire others with her faith and hope, , 

’ ' and thus led the way to a National system. 

? of moral rescue and preventive discipline. . / 

j Taking also to heart the grevious lot of oriental , 
l^bmen, in the last decade of her Iife,she four tiidlea 
Irant to India, 

“ V and awakened an active interest 

in their education and training for various dPtites. 
No human ill escaped her pity, or cast , 
fbwo her trust, with true self seciifice she fhOowed 
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in the train of Christ, to seek and to save that 
which was lost, and bring it home to the father* 
ln*heaven. 

Desiring to extend her work of piety and love 
many who honoured her have instituted .in 
her name, some homes for the houseless young, 
and now complete their tribute of affection 
by erecting this memorial.” 

Born at Exeter — April 3rd. 1807. 
Died at Bristol— June 15th. 1877. 


APPENDIX I. 
RAMMOHUN ROY.* 

The Last Days in England of the Rajah Rammohun 
Ray. Edited by Mary Carpenter of Bristol., 
London, Triibner & Co., Paternoster Row. 
1866. 

The appearance of this work is very opportune. 
.. At a time when the Brahmo Somaj is rent by 
schism, and its conservative and progessive elef 
ments are struggling for mastery, the question as 
to what were the real religiotis opinions of its foun* 
der, has acquired a new interest, and demands a 
satisfactory solution.* 

The most interesting portion of the work under 
review is that which furnishes u$ with materials 
Ibr discussing that question, albeit the authoress 
tterself does not grasp it with that perspicuity and 
impartiality which one in her position might be 
expected to bear on it. We shall not, therefore. 


This criticism appeared in the Calcutta Review, i86(k 
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hesitate to make such use of them as may be ne- 
cessary for our purpose. Although not an original 
or independent work, yet as a compilation of various 
documents, letters, and accounts, her work is 
valuable, and will prove a great help to the future 
biographer of Rammohun Roy, 

The first chapter of Miss Carpenter^s work 
gives a biographical sketch of Rammohun Roy, 
but it is destitute of anecdotal and personal inter- 
est, It relates very little of his antecedents,'and 
gives but an imperfect picture of his early career^ 
In No. VI n, Vol. IV, of the Calcutta Revieta, the 
writer of this paper endeavoured to give an account 
of the parentage, education, and labours of the 
great Hindu, and he does not, therefore, think it 
necessary to reproduce it here. We have perhaps 
no right to find fault with the authoress for skipping 
over the early part of his career, inasmuch as the 
task she proposed to herself, namely, to describe 
the last days of the Hindu Reformer, has been very 
fairly performed. Indeed, the [jerformance does 
credit both to her head and heart, and entitles her 
to the gratitude of all — and their number is legion— 
to whom the subject is congenial. The last days of 
Rammohun Roy, embracing as they do, his short 
but eventful career in Europe and evolution of his 
religious and political proclivilies,are indeed fraught 
with an abiding interest to the natives of India, 
not less than to those Englishmen who profess 
something more than a mere personal interest iti 
the progress and welfare of Hindustan, 

Rammohun Roy was in the land of his birth, 
as Miss Carpenter justly observes, a man greatly 
before his age, and a light shining in thick and 
impenetrable darkness. Endowed with a bold 
spirit and a penetrating genius he could not long 
have remained among the myriad millions who 
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live and die in nominal belief but whose religion 
is really regulated by the geography of their coun- 
try^ or the prejudices of their nursery. Hence, 
while he was appreciated only by the little band 
of followers, whom he had enlisted in the cause of 
religious reform, he was denounced and persecuted 
by the mass of his countrymen. liorn and bred in a 
country immersed in the darkness of superstition, 
he, by a proper use of his cultivated understanding, 
discovered the falsity of Hinduism, publicly renounc- 
ed it, embraced theism, and thereby subjected him- 
self to those terrors of excommunication, of which 
we can have a faint idea in this age of compara- 
tive enlightenment. He was a vielacha and a nastic 
— an infidel and an arch-preacher of infidelity 
and as such to be cast aside with one general 
mark of reprobation. Persecuted at home, he 
turned to England for encouragement, sympathy, 
and help, for Englishmen had evinced a keen ap- 
preciation of his unselfish devotion to the highest 
interest of his countrymen. He longed to see the 
country to whose keeping the destinies of his own 
had been entrusted, — the country, where philoso- 
phy, liberty, and science had achieved their proud- 
est triumphs, — the country of the Lockes, of the 
Bacons, of tlie Newtons, of the Hampdons, and 
of tlie Watts. By this visit to England he pro- 
posed to attain two objects,— first, to obtain, as 
he says in one of his letters, ‘‘by personal observa- 
tion a more thorough insight Jrito its manners, 
customs, religion, and political institutions;* 
and, secondly, to seek for help in his efforts to 
regenerate his fatherland. Without further pre- 
face we will now follow Miss Carpenter in her 
account of the pilgrimage to England of this 
adventurous enquirer after truth. 

‘The arrival of the illustrious Hindu Reformer 
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•to our country was anxiously anticipated by 
•all who had become acquainted with him through 
•the various channels which have been laid beforp 
•the reader. The nature of his labours, and tfie 
"distance of the scene of them, naturally prevented 
"his being an object of popular enthusiasm j — nor, 
"if that had been excited in his favour, would he 
"have desired the public demonstrations of admira- 
"lion and respect which were recently accorded 
“to the great Italian patriot. Hut the reception 
“given to him, though of a widely different kind 
"must have been no less gratifying to him at the 
"time, and to his countrymen since his departure. 
"The highest honours were publicly accorded to 
"him, atid a place was awarded to him among the 
"h:)reign ambassadors at the coronation of the 
"sovereign • persons the most remarkable for their 
"social standing and literary eminence sought 
"his society, and highly esteemed the privilege 
''of intercourse with him j — he was received into 
"our English homes not only as a distinguished 
“guest, but as a friend j— and when he was pros- 
"traled on the bed of sickness and of death in 
"a foreign land, he was surrounded with the most 
"loving attentions, tended with the most anxious 
"solicitude, and finally laid in the grave surround- 
"ed with true mourners, who felt him akin to 
"them in spirit, if not connected with him by the 
"ties of earthly relationship,*^ 

The Albion in which he sailed arrived at her 
destination on the 8th April, 1831. The Rajah 
landed the same day at Liverpool, and took up 
his lodging at one of the hotels there. His 
i^rival in England, where his ftime had preceded 
h(im, excited a considerable degree of interest. 

occurred too, at a period of extraordinary 
fermentation. The whole natiori had been wrought 
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tip into a state of overpowering excitement; 
Reform was then, as it is now, the one great 
s^ubject which agitated the whole country. Ram- 
mohun Roy became a zealous and enthusiastic 
advocate of '‘the Bill.^* He saw at once the 
good which this great national measure was. 
calculated, in his opinion, to accomplish. He 
was convinced that it was calculated to “promote 
the welfare of England "and her dependencies 
—nay, of the whole world." It was under the 
hospitable roof of Mr. William Rathbone that 
he met the venerable Mr. Roscoe his first inter- 
view with whom is thus related : — "After the 
usual gesture of eastern salutation, and with a 
" mixture , of oriental expression, Rammohun 
" Roy said, ' Happy and proud am 1 — proud 

and happy to behold a man whose fame 
" ' has extended not only over Europe, but 
' over every part of the world.^ ‘ 1 bless 
" ' God/ replied Mr. Roscoe, ' that 1 have been 
" ' permitted to live to see this day/ " Their 
" * conversation chiefly turned upon the objects 
which had led Rammohun Roy to England 
and in the course of it he displayed an intimate 
acquaintance with the political and commercial 
state of that country. 

The visit of the Rajah to Liverpool was a 
very short one from his anxiety to be present 
at the third reading of the Reform Bill, and 
at the debates on the subject of India. On his 
departure for L'^ndon he carried with hirn 
the following letter from Mr. Roscoe to Lord 
Brougham : — 

"I have the great honour and very^ singular 
pleasure of introducing to your Lordship^s kind 
" notice and attention the bearer of this, the 
"Atelebrated and learned Rammohun Roy^ who^is 
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just arrived here from C^lcutta^ and of whom 
^ you must already have frequently heard as the 
illustrious convert from Hindooism to Christian- 
** ity, and the author of the ^Selections from the 
New Testament* and of 'The Precepts of Jesus* 
" by the publication and diffusion of which amongst 
the natives of the East reasonable hopes are now 
entertained, that, in a short time, the shocking 
system and cruel practices of Paganism will be 
" abolished, and the people of those populous 
“ regions be restored to the pure and simple 
'' precepts of morality and brotherly love. Amongst 
the many and important motives which have 
'' induced him to leave his country and connections^ 
and visit this Island, I understand he is induced 
to hope he may be of some assistance in promoting 
the cause of the natives of India in the great 
debates which must ere long take place here, 
respecting the charter of the East India 
** Company ^ but 1 have yet seen so little of him, 
from his numerous engagements here, that 
I must leave your Lordship to learn his inten- 
tions from himself, which you will find him 
very capable of explaining in his own strong 
and appropriate English idiom. One great 
reason, as I understand, for his haste to leave 
this for London, is to be present to witness the 
great measures that will be taken by your Lord* 
ship and your illustrious colleagues for promo* 
ting the long wished for reform of his native coun* 
try. On the present occasion,! will not trouble you 
ftirther than to request, that, if it should not be 
** inconsistent with your Lordship's station and 
cMventence, you would obtain for our distinguish* 
ed visitor the benefit of a seat under the gallery 
in the House of Commons, on the debate on 
third reading of the Reform Bill^ which 
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'^jfavb^r I am anxious %e should owe rather to 
your Lprdship ( if . you have no objection to it ) 
/rthan to other idividuals^ to whom, I understand, 
he has letters of introduction.*" 

. The purity and loftiness of his religious ideas 
ahjd bis freedom from sectarianism endeared 
jj^atnolohun Roy to a large section of Christians in 
England,who eagerly sought to do him honour. He 
^as warmly welcomed by them as a fellow-labourer 
and received by them with every mark of deep and 
heartfelt respect. Soon after his arrival in London, 
iie^ attended a meeting of the Ifnitarian Society, 
convened to give liim a welcome. On his appear- 
an<;e on the platform, he was introduced as the 
®Apostle*of the East/" and was thus cordially 
greeted by the Reverend Robert Aspland, who 
presided, on the occasion, “Our illustrious friend (for 
such I trust he will allow me to call him ) will 
permit me to state that his presence creates among 

V us a sensation which he perhaps will hardly under- 
Stand. , It does so, because in his person and 
example we see an instance of the power of the 

** human mind in recovering itself from the errors 

V of ages ; and because so we conceive that we 
** see in him, with his intelligence and character, 

V one of the best and most disinterested of the 
/‘ claims of Unitarianism to te the original Christian 

doctrine.** 

ipr. Bowling (now Sir John Bo wring) in 
^moving; the. resol.ution tenderingta cordial welcome 
Hindu Reformer made the followdiig perti- 
nent remarks/— . 

. , VI feel it is a very signal honour to have entrus- 
to j^iy care a resolution,. Ih object, of which 
/'(s to welcome our jnpstripus priVntal -.f^^ and 
tp:^ cpnamuqica^^^ we .,feej ,^nd fippe^toyvards 
him. I ought hot to say a)l we feel and hope, 
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** for I am sure that it is impossible to give ftx- 
** pression to those sentiments of interest and 
" anticipation with which his advent here is as- 
sociated in all our minds. I recollect some 
** writers have indulged themselves with inquiring 
•" what they should feel if any of those time* 
"honoured men whose names have lived through 
" the vicissitudes of ages, should appear among 
" them. They have endeavoured to imagine what 
" would be their sensations if a Plato or a Socrates, 
" a Milton or a Newton, were unexpectedly to 
" honour them with their presence. I recollect 
** that a poet, who has well been called divine, 
" has drawn a beautiful picture of the feelings of 
" those who first visited the Southern Hemisphere, 
" and there saw, for the first time, that beautiful 
“ constellation, the Golden Cross. It was with 
feelings, such as they underwent, that I was 
" overwhelmed when I stretched out in your name 
** the hand of welcome to the Rajah Rammohun 
" Roy. In my mind the effect of distance is very 
" like the effect of time, and he who comes among 
" us from a country thousands of miles off, must 
be looked upon with the same interest as those 
" illustrious men who lived thousands of years ago. 
" But in the case of our friend, his coming may be 
" deemed an act of heroism of which the European 
" cannot form a just estimate. When Peter the 
" Great went forth to instruct himself in the 
" civilization of the South,— when he left the 
" barbarous honours of his own court to perfect 
himself in ship-building at Sardam,he presented 
" himself to public eye in a more illustrious 
"partner than after any of his most glorious 
" victories. But Peter had to overcome no pre^ 
"'iudices, he bad to break down no embarrass- 
^fpents, for be knew that he had left th(»e who 
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" were behind him with an enthusiasm equal to 
his own, and he knew that he would be received 
' ** by them, when he should return, with the same 
'' display of enthusiasm. Our illustrious friend, 
" however, has made a more severe experiment : 
" he has ventured to accomplish that which . 
" perhaps none other connected, as he is, with 
" the highest honours of the Brahminicai race 
" ever attempted : he has ventured to do that 
" which would have been regarded with incredulity 
" ten years ago and which hereafter will crown 
" his name with the highest honour. 

“ Sir, I move with great pleasure, 'That the 
“ ' members of this Association feel a deep interest 
“ ' in the . amelioration of the condition of the 
" ' natives of British India j that we trust their 
" ' welfare and imporvement will never be lost 
" ' sight of by the Legislature and Government 
" ' of our country j that we have special pleasure 
" ' in the hope that juster notions and purer forms 
"'of religion are gradually advancing amongst 
" ' them ; and that our illustrious visitor from 
" ' that distant region, the Rajah Rammohun Roy, 
" ' be hereby certified of our sympathy in his 
" ' arduous and philanthrophic labours, of our 
"' admiration of his character, of our delight at 
" ' his presence amongst us, and of our conviction 
" ' that the magnanimous and beneficent course 
" ‘ which he has marked out for himself and 
" ' hitherto consistently pursued, will entitle him 
' to the blessings of his countr3l^men and of man* 

kind, as it will assuredly receive those of future 
" ' generations.' ” 

Dr. Kirkland, late President of Harvard Uni- 
versity, United States, seconded the resolution. 
I h. adopting it> the assembly rose in unanimous 
BpprolMtioa of its object 
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Rammohun Roy acknowledged the compliment 
in the following memorable terms : — *1 am too 
unwell and too much exhausted to take any active 
part in this meeting; but I an much indebted 
to Dr. Kirkland and to Dr. Bowring for the 
honour they have conferred on me by calling me 
their fellow-labourer, and to you for admitting 
me to this Society as a brother and one of your 
fellow-labourers. I am not sensible that 1 have 
done anything to deserve being called a promoter 
of this cause ; but with respect to your faith 
** I may observe, that I too believe in the one 
God, and that I believe in almost all the doc- 
" trines that you do ; but 1 do this for my own 
salvation and for my own peace. For the 
objects of your Society I must confess that 
I have done very little to entitle me to your 
gratitude or such admiration of my conduct. 
What have I done ? — I do not know what 
have I done ! — If 1 have rendered you any 
services they must be very trifling — very trifling 
I am sure, I laboured under many disadvantages. 
In the first instance, the Hindus and the Brah- 
mins, to whom I am related, are all hostile to 
the cause ; and even many Christians there 
are more hostile to our common cause than the 
Hindus and the Brahmins. I have honour for 
the appellation of Christians ; but they always 
tried to throw dificulties and obstacles in the 
\ way of the Principles of Unitarian Christianity. I 
* have found some of these here ; but more there. 
They abhor the notion of simple precepts. They 
always lay a stress on mystery and mystical 
|>oint.s, which serve to delude their followers ; 
and the consequence is, that we meet with such 
bppositioPti in India that our progress is very 
flight I and I feel ashamed on my side that 1 
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** have not made any progress, that might have 
placed me on a footing with my fellow-labourers 
*' in this part of the globe. However, if‘ this is 
the true system of Christianity, it will prevail, 
** notwithstanding all the opposition that may be 
made to it. Scripture seconds your system of 
** religion, common sense is always on your side ; 
" while power and prejudice are on the side of your 
opponents. There is a battle going on between 
" reason. Scripture, and common sense ; and 
" wealth, power, and prejudice. These three 
*' have been struggling with the other three, but I 
** am convinced that your success, sooner or later 
"is certain, I feel overexhausted, and therefore 
" conclude with an expression .of my heart-felt 
" thanks for the honour that, from time to time you 
have conferred on me, and which I shall never 
" forget to the last moment of my existence." 

The religious sympathy evinced towards Ram- 
mohun Roy by the Unitarians of England 
must have been refreshing to his spirit, and 
compensated in no inconsidarable degree for 
the persecutions to which he had been sub- 
jected in India. *' While in London,” says 

" Dr. Carpenter, “ he repeatedly attended the 
" worship of the Unitarians, at .their different 
" chapels in or near the metropolis, and he twice 
" attended their anniversary meetings but it was 
** his system to avoid so far identifying himself 
" with any religious body, aa to make himself 
answerable for their acts and opinions } ahd^ he 
** also wished to hear preachers of other denomina- 
"tions who had acquired a just celebrity. He 
" appears to have most frequented the church of 
the Rev* Dr. Kenny (St. Clave’s Southwark), 
\ " who peculiarly interested him hy the Cttffotian 
i ’^ Sfdrit and influence of his discou^s. 
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While in London, Rammohun Roy had the 
satisfaction of seeing the appeal of the Dkarma- 
sabha against Lord William Bentinck's edict for 
the abolition of Suttee rejected by the Privy 
Council, and the Charter Act for India passed by 
the Parliament. As a patriot and a politician he 
rejoiced in these measures, for he was both in the 
truest sense of those words and needed but a larger 
stage to rank in sober reality with the foremost 
statesmen of the age. 

It was however as a philosopher and a reformer 
that he was sought after and prized by intellectual 
and thoughtful men in England. The following 
interesting anecdotes illustrate his views on 
philosophical and religious subjects. The first is 
from the pen of Mr. Recorder Hill only met 
*‘the Rajah Rammohun Roy once in my life. It was 
at a dinner party given by Dr. Arnott. One of 
the guests was R(jbert Owen, who evinced a 
strong desire to bring over the Rajah to his 
socialistic opinions. He persevered with great 
earnestness, but the Rajah who seemed well- 
acquainted with the subject, and who spoke our 
language in marvellous perfection, answered 
** his arguments with consummate skill, until 
Robert somewhat lost his temper, a very rare 

defeat of the kind-hearted philanthropist was 
accomplished with great suavity on the part of 
his opponent.^' 

The next is from a lady acquaintance of theRajah :~ 
At a small evening party at my house in 
Grenville Street, principally to meet the Rajah, 
** he referred to the doctrine of Original Sin in a 
** way that startled a lady of the Church — a very 
** charming and amiable woman,— who had brought 
her daughter. ^ But surely. Sir,' she exclaimed. 
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you do believe in Original Sin y He looked at 
her and she blushed deeply. After a minute, he 
seemed to comprehend the whole, and very 
gently inclining he said, ‘I believe it is a doctrine 
" which in many well-regulated minds has tended 
to promote humility, the first of Christian 
virtues j for my own part, I have never been 
able to see the evidence of it ” 

In compliance with the reiterated invitation of 
** Miss Kiddell, Rammohun Roy went to Bristol 
** early in the month of September, 1833. He 
put up at Stapleton Grove, the residence of Miss 
Kiddell and her ward Miss Catherine Cassell. 
He was accompanied by Miss Hare the niece, and 
not, as Miss Carpenter supposes, the daughter of 
David Hare, the father of native education in 
** Bengal j he was attended by his two Hindu ser- 
vants, Ramrutton Mookerjee, afterwards Deputy 
Collector of Moorshedabad, and now residing at 
Maniktollah ; and Ramhurry Doss, now Head 
Gardener of the Maharajah of liurdvvan. The fame 
of the services rendered by the Hindu Reformer 
to the cause of Unitarian Christianity in India 
had preceded him in Bristol about eight years 
before his arrival there, when an appeal on behalf 
of that cause had been made to the congregation 
and had been responded to most liberally. It is, 
therefore, small wonder that his appearanace in 
Lewin's Mead Chapel was warmly welcomed. He 
visited also other places of worship, and while 
engaged in public devotion there ^he was wont to 
read some of Dr. Wattses hymns for children, 
and he frequently dwelt with great interest on the 
following verse : 

** Lord ! how delightful 'tis to see 
“ A whole assembly worship Thee : 

“ At once they sing, at once they pray ; 

They hear of heaven and learn the way." 
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On the eleventh September of 1833, a large 
party was invited by Miss Kiddell to meet Ram- 
mohun Roy at Stapleton Grove. The conversation 
Was animated and protracted and elicited the 
Rajah^s various talents, breadth of view, and 
grasp of mind, calling forth the admiring respect 
of the company. It is thus described by Dr, 
Carpenter : In the conversation at Stapleton 

“Grove were men fully competent to judge of 
intellectual power ; and one and all admired and 
were delighted by the clerirness, the closeness, 
and the acuteness of his arguments, and the 
beautiful tone of his mind. In the second of 
'' of the two conversations at which Mr. Lister 
was present, the Rajah continued for three hours, 
standing the whole time, replying to all the 
inquiries and observations that were made by a 
number of gentlemen who surrounded him, on 
the moral and political state and prospects of 
India, and on an elucidation at great length of 
certain dogmas of the Indian philosophers.'^ 
Among the dogmas of Indian philosophers 
which formed the theme of conversation, was the 
doctrine of Absorption. There being a general 
desire among some of those who heard the Rajah 
to know more of the doctrine. Mr. Shepherd, the 
author of many valuable devotional works, addressed 
to him a letter, dated, Richmond Terrace, Clifton, 
Septmber 17th, 1833, in which he asked his 
correspondent to enlighten him and his friends of 
the real opinions of those philosophic Hindus who 
seek absorption as the chief good. He thus 
stated the object of his enquiry : I conceive it 

may be briefly put thus : — Do they believe that 
there may be consciousnesses, or a plurality of 
** consciousness ( indivisibly ) in the One Total 
of Happy Being f — or — Do they believe that 
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there can be but one consciousness in that One 
''Total of Happy Being? Only the former of 
these suppositions seems to require being 
"illustrated. If that be the tenet, it appears to 
me to imply that the Absorbed, though no 
longer properly an I or human person, may 
" still someway soliloquhe ; or rather think or 
utter its undivided strain in the Divine omniloquy^ 
as thus — 'That which was I, but is rejoicingly 
" not I, exists but also fully in-exists and has its 
*' undivided being, or in-being in the Universal 
" Mind. ^ It meditates with the whole, is of the 
" whole, *is blest with and in the whole. The 
" interposed and dissoluble which parted the 
" unity and continuity of the Divine Substance^ 
" is gloriously removed. The substance vvhich 
" was I is now not itself ( though it exists ), for 
" it is continuous with the whole Divine Self. 
" It has to will, but a mode of the universal will, 
" no thought but a mode of the whole thought 
'* of the ' I am \ If such be the tenet, however 
" inconcieveable or dimly conceiveable ( by us at 
" least ) such a sort or modification of conscious- 
" ness may be, it is nevertheless not ««Conscious 
" being to which those philosophers aspire, but a 
" mode of conscious rViexistence or inheingf 

The solemn query propounded in this letter 
never received an answer for be to wdiom it was 
addressed was prostrated on a bed of illness from 
which he did not rise on this side of eternity. In 
the course of the conversation at Stapleton Grove, 
respectful enquiries concerning his religious opinions 
were addressed to him. To these he freely and 
frankly replied. After his death, which melancholy 
event took place soon after the Stapleton Grove 
party, Dr. Carpenter wrote to ^Mr. John Foster, 
the well-known Essayist, and to Dr. Jerrard, the 
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Principal of Bristol College, to request them to 
express their opinions from what they had heard 
in conversation with the deceased, as to whether 
he believed In the divinity of Christ and the 
resurrection and miracles. Mr. Foster replied that 
Rammohun Roy had expressd his belief in the 
resurrection of Christ, and in the Christian miracles 
general lay, and added " at the same time he said, 
that the internal evidence of Christianity had 
been the most decisive of liis conviction. And 
** he gave his opinion, with some reasons for it, 
that the miracles are not the part of the Christian 
evidence, the best adapted to the conviction of 
'' sceptics/^ Dr. Jerrard sent Dr, Carpenter the 
following brief answer : — The Rajah Ram- 
mohun Roy expressed his belief in the divine 
authority of Jesus Chrtst, as an accredited 
messenger* from God. He explicitly declared 
that he believed in the miracles of Christ 
generally, and particularly in his resurrection, 
'' which he said was the foundation of the Christian 
faith, and the great fact on which he rested 
his own hopes of a resurrection.^' Mr. Estlin 
the Surgeon who attended the Rajah on his 
** death-bed, thus jotted clown in his journal % — 
The Rajah said, he had denied the divinity of 
Christ, but not of his commission." 

This is all the evidence which Miss Carpenter 
adduces to prove that Rammohun Roy was a 
Christian. If by this it be meant that he was a 
thorough going Bible-Christian, we are afraid, her 
position is untenable, but from a careful considera- 
tion of the testimony afforded by his writings, and 
his life, we have no hesitation in declaring our 
conviction that he was a Christian in the highest 
acceptation of the term, in as much as he tried to 
real|2;e Christ in himself. 
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RammoHun Roy did not believe in the in- 
fallibility of the BiWe. He did not believe in the 
deity or divinity of Christ, but he believed that 
Chrilst was an inspired teacher of righteousness^ 
and taught on the authority of the Most High God, 
and that what he taught was the Father’s doctrine, 
not his. He regarded Christ as the greatest Re- 
former of the world, and the greatest soul of all 
the sons of men ; one, before whom the majestic 
mind of a Vyas and a Shankaracharyya, a Kabeer 
and a Nanak, a Ramanand and a Chaitanaya must 
veil its face. He believed not that Christ was 
God, but iJiat God's word was in Chirst. 

Rammohun Roy might have possibly believed 
in the Christian miracles, but the same authority 
which makes this statement also assures us that 
he considered that the miracles were not the part 
of the Christian religion, the best adapted to the 
** conviction of sceptics, " and '^that the mteraal 
evidence of Christianity had been the most 
decisive of his conviction/’ It is, therefore, 
manifest that Rammohun Roy believed that the 
doctrines of Christianity, like the truths of 
Astronomy and Geology, rested not on the 
personal authority of the teacher, but on tUeir 
own authority, on the authority of absolute truth. 
They rested not, in his opinion, on miracles, for 
if they did, Christianity would be in the same 
position as Hinduism, which h4 had denounced 
as a false religion. He thought that the more 
superstitious a nation was the stronger was the 
claim to miracles. The Hindus tell us that the 
Vedas were breathed out by Brahmd, and are a 
miracle ; and that Vyas, the author of the Vedanta 
had miraculous inspiration, visions, and revelation. 
The Mahomedans likewise tell us ^hat the Koran 
is a miracle, and that Mahomet held frequent 
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communion with the spiritual world. In the 
religion of the Koles, the Khonds, and the 
Kanarese^all is miracle, and its authority according 
to miracle-mongers ought to be the best in the 
world. Rammohun Roy knew and felt that in 
resting Christianity on this basis, he would rest 
it on the same foundation not only with Hinduism 
and Mahomedanism but with the lowest form of 
Polytheism and Fetichism. If Rammohun Roy 
believed in the Christian miracles at all, he must 
have believed only in their possibility, not as 
transgressions of all law which God has made, but 
in their conformity with some law out of our 
reach. He must have regarded them as modes 
of divine manifestation not understood by man. 
Viewed in this light, life and death, mind and soul, 
are miracles. 

We are free to confess that from his atten- 
dance at their chapels, and his known bias to 
their doctrines, the Unitarian Christians of Eng- 
land had some sort of right to claim him as a 
co-religlonist. In the same manner the special 
patronage, which he thought proper to bestow on 
Vedantism, made it more than probable that he 
was a Vedantist. The laudatory terms, in which 
he was accustomed to speak of the doctrines 
of Mahomet, were calculated to produce an 
impression that he was a believer in the Koran* 
But it would be waste of time to argue that he 
was not a Mahomedan. Neither was he a 
Unitarian Christian, as the testimony of Dr Car- 
penter himself already quoted, proves, that while in 
London, although he attended the Unitarian chapels, 
yet rV was his spsfem to avoid so far identifying 
himself with any religious body as to make himself 
answerable for their acts and opinions. We would 
go further and say, though it may startle and 
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scarify the Brahmos of the old regime\ that he 
was not a Vedantist* In truth, all speculation as 
to his belief in any religion founded on his ad- 
vocacy of certain doctrines inculcated by it, of 
his attendance at its place of worship are obviously 
futile. Rammohun Roy was essentially a Theist. 
He was, as we observed in the pages of this 
Review more than twenty years ago, a religious 
Benthamite, and estimated the different creeds 
existing in the world, not according to his notion 
of their truth, or falsehood, but by his notion of 
thefr utility ; according to their tendency, in his 
view, to promote the maximization of human 
happiness, ajid the minimization of human misery. 
His patronage, therfere, of any system of creed 
cannot be construed into a profession of it. He 
endeavoured to refine all gross and idolatrous 
systems into a system of pure monotheism. Clear 
subtle, daring and deep, he aimed at revolution- 
izing the religious world. Endowed with the faculty 
of generalization and animated by an earnest desire 
to sift and proclaim the truth, he had critically 
studied the Bible, the Koran, and the Vedas. He 
had arrived at the conclusion that the Vedas 
inculcated pure monotheism, and the idolatry 
practised by his countrymen was a corruption of 
the ancient faith. He had publicly renounced 
that idolatry and declared it his mission to exter- 
minate it, and to resuscitate the primitive and 
rational religion of the Vedas. H6 had learnt to 
appreciate the code of morality inculcated in the 
Bible, as the purest and loftiest ; and he had done 
his best to expound and promulgate it to bis 
countrymen. His three Appeals to the Christian 
Public, bis Exposition of the Upanishads, and his 
Persian work Tohufutal Mowahedeen attest the 
consummate ability and unwearying zeal^ with 



Appendix. 


255 


which he enforced monotheism as the substratum 
of the three principal religions systems of the 
world* His great object was to engraft a kind of 
universal Unitarianism on the prevailing religion 
of his country. But we have said that he was 
not a Unitarian, his Unitarianism was essentially 
different from that of the Channings and the 
Carpenters, the Priestleys and the Parkers. 
His was a sort of Catholic Unitarianism. It was 
philosophical theism. It was Natural Religion, 
which so many pliilosophers of ancient Greece and 
Rome followed. His advocacy and support of the 
cardinal doctrines inculcated by different religions, 
though it might apparently evince his vacillation, 
was in truth the result of Utilitarianism. But while 
he advocated the monotheistic principles of the 
Bible, the Vedas, and the Koran, he spared no 
system of idolatry. With a moral courage, rarely 
to be met with among Hindu reformers, he 
denounced the idolatrous prejudices of Hinduism, 
Mahomedanism, and Christianity with merciless, 
but impartial, severity. 

This uncompromising and unsparing iconoclast 
while striving to eliminate superstition and hero- 
worship from the religious systems he had studied, 
failed not to extract from them the simple and 
saving truths of monotheism. 

It has been urged by some that Rammohim 
Roy had no positive religious convictions whatever, 
but was merely a free thinker. But his whole life 
is an entire refutation of this charge. True he 
belonged to no .existing sect, nor did he seek to 
inaugurate a new system of religion. The 
great ambition of his life was to promote love 
to God and love to men. This he tried to 
ffect by bringing together men of existing 
ersuasions, irrespective of all distinctions of 
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colour and creed, into a system of universal 
worship of the One True and Living God. This 
object is indicated in unmistakable language in 
the Trust-Deed of the Brahmo Somaj. ** The 
said messtjage or building, land, tenements, 
hereditaments, and premises, with their appur- 
tenances, to be used, occupied, enjoyed, applied ’ 
and appropriated, as and for a place of public 
meeting of all sects and descriptions of people 
without distinction, as shall behave and conduct 
themselves in an orderly, sober, religious, and 
devout manner for the worship and adoration 
of the eternal, unsearchable, and immutable 
^^Being, who is the Author and Preserver of the 
universe, • but not under or by any other name, 
designation, or title peculiarly used for and 
applied to any particular being or beings by 
** any man or set of men whatsoever, and that no 
graven image, statue, or sculpture, carving, pain- 
** ting, picture, portrait, or the likeness of anything, 
shall be admitted within the said messuage, 
building, land, tenements, hereditaments and 
premises" It is, therefore, manifest that what 
Rammohun Roy wanted was not unity of creed 
or the creation of a separate reiigious community 
like that of the Brahmos, but to spread mono- 
theistic worship, to establish a universal church 
where all classes of people, — Hindus, Mahomedans, 
and Christians,— would be all alike welcome to 
unite in the worship of their supreme and com- 
mon Father. He was sincerely^and unaffectedly 
religious. His was one of those happy and 
uncommon natures which could embrace all that 
is good in latitudinarianism, its fervent piety and 
its large philanthropy. 

It is not our province to discuss the truth or 
falsity of the faith held by Rammohun Roy. We are 
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not the apologists but the exponents of that faith* 
Rammohun Roy recognized no special or book^ 
revelation. He held a record of religious truths 
revealed by God to man, to be a moral imposs- 
ibility. He fell back for such truth on the book 
of nature. He believed that the evidence of the 
existence and attributes of the Diety are written 
in the material as well as the moral world j in the 
frame-work and constitution of external nature, 
as well as in the intuitions of the human mind. He 
denied Original Sin and Depravity as his incisive 
answer to the Udy already quoted shows. Though 
he recognized no inspired mediator or saviour, yet 
he believed that whenever a person with such 
claims has appeared, his inspiration has been the 
result of the beneficent impulse communicated by 
the Great Beneficence in proportion as the lessons 
He has inculacated have been wise and effective. He 
believed that the great business of his faith was to 
rest on the greatness and goodness of God, He also 
believed that the great First Cause of the universe 
is a wholly good, just, and beneficent Being, free 
and distinct from His works. He believed, as he 
himself preached, that the Omnipotent God, 
** who is the only proper object of religious 
veneration, is one and undivided in person \ * 
that in reliance on numerous promises found in 
** the sacred writings, we ought to entertain every 
hope of enjoying the blessings of pardon from 
the merciful Father, through repentance, which 
'' is declared the only means of procuring for- 
** giveness for our failures and that "He leads 
such as worship him in spirit to righteous con- 
** duct, and ultimately to salvation, through his 
'' guiding influence which is called the Holy 
Spirit » 

We have now seen how Rammohun Roy has 
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stood forth in advance of his age and has left on 
it a mark which will not be easily effaced. He 
was the Liberator of his country from prejudice 
and superstition— the great Teacher from whom 
his countrymen were to learn to emancipate 
themselves from the fetters of a false religion and 
to worship the one true and living God. The im- 
petus, which he communicated to the national 
mind is bearing it onward. Let us trust that the 
intellectual and moral training of the rising ge* 
aeration of the Hindus may land them in that 
position of protest against idolatry, which Ram- 
mohun Roy took as the foundation of his creed. Let 
us trustfully and devoutly anticipate the day, when 
the bitterness of sectarianism shall have ceased, 
and when one faith shall have brought all nations 
of the earth into that happy union which is in the 
present day the dream of m?ny Christians, and 
which was certainly not one^f the least fervent 
aspirations of Rajah Rammohun Roy. 
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